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Making Ten 
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CONTENT AND TASK DECISIONS 
 
Grade Level(s):  Kindergarten 
 
Description of the Task: Students will determine different combinations of making ten using a variety 
of objects and ten frames. 
 
Indiana Mathematics Content Standards:  
 
K.CA.4: Find the number that makes 10 when added to the given number for any number from 1 to 9 
(e.g., by using objects or drawings), and record the answer with a drawing or an equation. 
 
K.CA.1: Use objects, drawings, mental images, sounds, etc., to represent addition and subtraction within 
10. 
 
Indiana Mathematics Process Standards: 
 
PS.1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. Students will be counting the number of 
blocks required and determining how to make the object they have chosen. It make take several times of 
creating to get the desired outcome. 
 
 PS.5: Use appropriate tools strategically. 
 
Mathematics Content Goals: 
 
Students will understand that there are several combinations that can be put together to make ten. 
 
Language Objectives: 
 
Construct/compose different combinations of ten and share the combinations with a partner. 
 
Materials:  
 
Ten Frames (a variety including a carpet ten frame, magnetic ten frame, individual ten frames, or paper 
ten frames). 
 
Objects for making combinations of ten (magnets, counting objects, children, stuffed animals, etc.). 
 
Paper and writing utensils for recording combinations in drawing or writing. 
 
 
THE LESSON 
 



Before:  
● Activate prior knowledge: Play number 1-10 BINGO to review number recognition. Observe 

students that struggle with number recognition to ten. “Today we are going to find different 
number combinations that make ten, using the ten frames we have been working with in class. 
You may choose what kind of ten frame you want to use, the carpet ten frame, individual ten 
frames, magnetic, paper, or create your own. You may choose to work by yourself or with a 
partner, but you will share your results with a friend when you are finished.” 

● Be sure the problem is understood: Ask the students to explain to you, in their words, what 
they are expected to do with the ten frames. They basically have three steps for this, (1) is to 
choose their ten frame and objects for counting, (2) determine different combinations that make 
10 (5+5, 3+7…), and (3) write down the number combinations. 

● Establish clear expectations: Explain that the students will need to explain to their partner or a 
friend how many ways/combinations they found to make ten. Remind the students to use all 
materials appropriately, and consequences if the do not make good choices. 

 
**Modifications for EL/IEP learners or high ability students: 
 
 EL or IEP learners can be given five frames until they become proficient and then move up to ten 
frames. They also should be working with a partner. Lakeshore Learning Materials also has a set of 
Magnetic Ten-Frame Builders (DD696) that would be helpful for EL and IEP learners.  The students 
have to put the magnetic pieces together to make ten and can then count and write the combinations. 
 
High Ability learners can be given two ten frames and work on making twenty. 
 
 
During: Students will determine the ten frame they want to work with and the objects they want to use 
for counting. Students may also choose where to work in the classroom (table or floor) and if they want 
to work with a partner or alone. They will have sharing time with a partner or friend if they work alone. 

● Let go: Circulate around the room and make sure students are not having problems making 
combinations of ten, are working on the required task, and are following the expectations 
provided. 

● Listen actively:  Listen to conversations occurring and be sure to question students to challenge 
them in their problem solving. Only ask questions that will help them think about what they are 
doing, do not provide suggestions or ideas to them. 

● Provide appropriate support: Ask any or all of the following questions to the students as they 
are working: 

o Tell me why you chose this ten frame. 
o Which object are you using to help you? How are you using them? 
o How are you keeping track of your combinations? 
o Can you explain what you have done? 
o Have you thought of all the combinations? How can you be sure? 

 
 
 

● Provide worthwhile extensions:  If students finish early, and have shared their ideas with a 
friend, they can use the “Making 10” app on an iPad. This app can also be differentiated for all 
ability learners. 

 



After: In this portion of the lesson, students should work as a community of learners, discussing, 
justifying, and challenging various solutions to the problem all have just worked on. Here is where much 
of the learning will occur. Plan about 20 minutes for discussion and make sure the During portion does 
not go on for too long.  

● Promote a mathematical community of learners:  Discuss, as a group, what went well and 
what was a struggle.  Discuss the importance of trying and trying again if it didn’t work the first 
time. Ask if there is anything they would do different the next time. Have the students share their 
objects with a partner/friend and allow any that want to share with the class to have that 
opportunity. 

● Listen actively without evaluation: Allow and encourage students to ask each other questions 
and critiques. Listen carefully to the discussions to help guide further lessons. 

● Make connections:  
○ How many combinations of ten did you find? 
○ Can you share some of the combinations? (Have them write them on the board.) 
○ What do you notice about this list of combinations? 
○ Did you notice any patterns in the combinations? 
○ Can you explain how you determined your combinations? 

● Summarize main ideas:  We will make sure to use the appropriate mathematical terms when 
sharing our results.  We will make sure we find all the combinations that make ten. Wrap up by 
watching a YouTube video about making ten. 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Observe: I will be watching students for correct counting, ability to make ten and record the number 
combination, and how they persevere through the challenges.  
 
Ask:  

● How do you feel about the combinations you discovered? 
● Was it easy for you to make different combinations? 
● Did you like working independently? or Was it easier to work with a partner? 
● Do you think you could do it yourself next time? or Do you think it would work better if 

you had a partner to work with? 
● What was the best part of this activity for you? 
● What was the most challenging part of this activity for you? 
● What did you learn? 
● Would you like to try this again? 

 
 


