
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day One (pgs. 3-15) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  This book is called The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti. It is based on 

the true story of Helmuth who was the youngest person at seventeen years old to be sentenced to death by 

the Nazis during World War II.  He was a Hitler Youth, but later started to secretly fight against the 

Nazis along with the help of his two best friends. 

 

Day One:  Today we will meet Helmuth.  He is currently in jail and thinks back to when he was younger.  

Read to find out what he thinks about.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) executioner (pg. 3)- someone who kills someone else 

     obscure (pg. 3)- block, make unclear, make uncertain 

     clemency (pg. 10)- forgiveness, mercy, compassion 

     sacrilege (pg. 14)- going against something sacred, disrespectful 

     Nazi words- Reich (pg. 12), Heil Hitler (pg. 12), Hitler Youth  

(pg. 13), swastika (pg. 13)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   The writing in italics is present-day when Helmuth in prison  

awaiting death.  Most of the book is told in flashbacks though. 

             

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers recognize the elements of a story as they begin a book.  While you read today, write down the 

characters, the setting, and two events from the plot.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What do you think of Helmuth’s family? 

What did you think of Helmuth’s conversation with Gerhard about infinity? 

Story Elements: 

What characters did you meet? 

What is the setting? 

What are two events from the plot? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Two (pgs. 15-27) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Two:  Helmuth thinks back to when Hitler came to power.  Read to find out what Hitler does. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) servitude (pg. 20)- slavery, bondage 

     Fatherland (pg. 22)- Germany (in this case) 

flattery (pg. 23)- complimenting someone excessively 

     culprit (pg. 24)- criminal, wrongdoer 

     traitors (pg. 27)- people who are disloyal to their country 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers try to make sense of the motives of the characters.  Today you will read about protection that 

Hitler starts to give to the people in his country.  What is Hitler’s protection?  Does it seem like 

protection to you?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

How can Hitler say his country is built on Christianity? 

Explain Hitler’s protection. 

Does it seem like protection?  Explain. (pg. 25) 

What do you think of this quote? “The decree is just a temporary inconvenience.  A few freedoms  

aren’t too much to sacrifice for safety.” (pg. 26) 

 Are freedoms in the United States sacrificed for safety?  Explain. 

Do you think Hitler was sure the Communists plotted against him or do you think he was just looking for  

someone to blame? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Three (pgs. 27-41) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Three:  Helmuth’s mom has a new boyfriend named Hugo.  The Germans are told to stop shopping 

at Jewish businesses.  Read to find out what Helmuth sees outside a Jewish store.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) boycott (pg. 29)- refuse to do something 

     justified (pg. 36)- acceptable 

     guillotine (pg. 37)- machine for beheading people 

Fuhrer (pg. 39)- the leader, title for Adolf Hitler 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers connect to characters by analyzing their words and actions.  Today, Helmuth will ask his 

brother “Is it ever all right to break the law?” (pg. 35).  What does his brother say?  What do you think?  

Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What do you think of how the teacher, Herr Zeiger, interacts with the Jewish boy, Benno Seligmann? 

How did the Nazis treat Mr. Seligmann? 

How does Helmuth feel it? 

Helmuth asks his brother, “Is it ever right to break the law?”  (pg. 35) 

How does his brother answer?   

What do you think?  Explain. 

What was happening on page 37? 

What is your opinion of Hugo Hubener? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Four (pgs. 41-55) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Four:  Helmuth asks a question in class that makes the teacher angry.  This causes the whole class to 

have an extra assignment.  Read to find out what Hugo and Helmuth’s brother, Gerhard, think of the 

assignment.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) nonchalantly (pg. 42)- casually, indifferently 

coward (pg. 45)- person who won’t stand up for what he/she believes  

in, scaredy-cat 

     inferior (pg. 50)- less important, less valuable, lower in rank 

     traitor (pg. 50)- a person who goes against his country 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  verboten (pg. 54)- German for forbidden 

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers connect to characters by analyzing their words and actions.  Today, Helmuth’s teacher says, 

“They would rather be live cowards than dead heroes” (pg. 43).  What do you think about this quote?  Is it 

better to be alive and be a coward or be dead and be a hero?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What do you think of Herr Vinke? 

What do you think of his quote, “They would rather be live cowards than dead heroes”? (pg. 43) 

What do you think about what Helmuth said about living to fight another day? (pg. 44) 

Did Helmuth and his class deserve the extra assignment?  Explain. 

Do you agree with Gerhard that “anyone who makes an idol out of a leader mocks God”? (pg. 47) 

On pg. 50, Helmuth wonders how meanness and hate against the Jews is building a better Germany.    

Why do you think so many Germans thought their treatment of Jews was okay? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Five (pgs. 55- 69) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Five:  Helmuth has joined the Hitler Youth.  Helmuth and his friend Rudi decide to start their own 

detective agency.  Read to find out what their first assignment is and what they find out.      

 

Words/Text Layout:6 

 *New or important words (V) expelled (pg. 56)- kicked out 

Gestapo (pg. 56)- secret police of Germany during this time 

criticize (pg. 56)- complain about 

     initiative (pg. 61)- the ability to act on your own, make a plan 

     anarchist (pg. 63)- person who doesn’t believe in government and  

works to destroy it 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers compare and contrast events to help them better understand those events.  Today, Hugo talks 

about how America can’t criticize Germany because of what the Americans did to the Indians.  Is what 

Germany is doing to the Jews different from what we did to Native Americans (reservations), Japanese-

Americans (internment camps), and African-Americans.  Explain.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What do you think about Helmuth and Rudi’s detective business? 

Why does Helmuth feel guilty about Franz Seemann?  Do you think he was actually guilty?  Explain. 

What happened to Rudi? 

 Why would he be treated that way? (remind them of the quote about sacrificing freedoms) 

Is what Germany is doing to the Jews different from what we did to Native Americans (reservations),  

Japanese-Americans (internment camps), and African-Americans?  Explain.   

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Six (pgs. 69-83) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Six:  Violence erupts throughout Germany against the Jews.  Hitler declares war on Poland.  Read to 

find out what Helmuth thinks about all this.        

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) retribution (pg. 72)- payback 

     loathes (pg. 73)- feels disgusted about 

     infuriated (pg. 77)- furious, very angry 

     Blitzkrieg (pg. 78)- lightning war, attack using soldiers by land and  

bombs by air 

     atrocities (pg. 79)- cruel acts of violence and cruelty 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers connect to characters by analyzing their words and actions.  Today, Gerhard, Helmuth, and 

Hugo have a discussion about Germany’s actions (pgs. 79-80).  How could so many people (like Hugo) 

have such hatred against other people?  How does this happen?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What was Hugo up to last night? 

What do you think of what Mutti said? “Silence is how people get on sometimes.” (pg. 72) 

What happens when people keep silent?   

Does it mean they agree or disagree with what has happened?  Explain.   

What is happening in the war? 

How could so many people (like Hugo) have such hatred against other people?  How does this happen? 

What was the Treaty of Versailles? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Seven (pgs. 83-97) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Seven:  Helmuth, Rudi, and Karl have a run-in with some Hitler Youth.  Helmuth is getting angrier 

and angrier about what is happening in his country.  Gerhard comes to visit and brings a radio.  Read to 

find out how Helmuth responds to having the radio.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) seething (pg. 85)- very angry 

     comradeship (pg. 86)- friendship  

verboten (pg. 92)- German for forbidden (a review from earlier) 

      infinity (pg. 94)- eternity, never-ending 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers connect to characters by analyzing their words and actions.  Today, Gerhard tells Helmuth, “We 

must support our country, especially now, in time of war, and that means supporting our leaders” (pg. 96).  

Do you agree with Gerhard?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why was Helmuth purposely acting up when he sees the Hitler Youth?  Was it worth it? 

What did Brother Worbs mean? “Lord, give us peace, break the yoke of the Nazi butchers, make us free”  

(pg. 89).  Could he get in trouble? 

Do you agree with Gerhard, “To break the Radio Law would be a selfish act.  It could endanger our  

family” (pg. 94)?  Explain. 

Has Gerhard changed his opinion about Hitler and what the Nazis are doing? 

Do you agree with Gerhard, “We must support our country, especially now, in time of war, and that  

means supporting our leaders” (pg. 96)?  Explain your thinking. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Eight (pgs. 97-110) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Eight:  Gerhard leaves again.  In present day, Helmuth gets some visitors to his prison cell.  Helmuth 

graduates and gets a job.  At his job, he takes a big risk.  Read to find out the risk he takes. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) irritates (pg. 103)- angers 

     idealism (pg. 106)- aspiring to or living in accordance with high  

standards or principles  

     revolution (pg. 109)- an overthrow of a ruler/government 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences to better understand peoples’ motives and actions.  We know that Helmuth 

ends up in prison.  Think about what we have read so far in this book.  What do you infer are some of the 

reasons why Helmuth might be in prison?  Write down as many ideas as you can think of.  Be ready to 

share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Are you satisfied with Gerhard’s answer to Helmuth’s question? “What kind of man fights for something  

that he knows is wrong?” (pg. 97-98)? 

What are the men doing at Helmuth’s cell? 

Why does Helmuth take the book?   

Is it worth it? 

What are some of the reasons why Helmuth might be in prison? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Nine (pgs. 110-124) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Nine:  Helmuth continues to listen to the radio.  He lets both Karl and Rudi listen to the radio as 

well.  Read to find out how they react. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) denounced (pg. 112)- accused, turned in 

dissent (pg. 112)- opposition, disagreement 

     despise (pg. 120)- hate  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers connect to characters by analyzing their words and actions.  Helmuth lets both his friends listen 

to the radio.  Was this idea worth the risk?  Was Helmuth being a good friend to let them know the 

truth?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What really happened to Rudolf Hess? (pg. 113) 

On pg. 114, Helmuth says, “Every day that Germans spent at the Russia front will be a gain for the  

British.”  What does this mean?  

Was it a good idea for Helmuth to let his friends listen to the radio?  Explain. 

 When Helmuth kept the truth from his friends, was he being like a Nazi?  Explain. 

What idea does Karl spark in Helmuth’s head? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Ten (pgs. 124-137) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Ten:  Helmuth shows Karl and Rudi some anti-Nazi pamphlets he has written.  The boys decide to 

secretly pass them out.  Read to find out if they are caught.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) retaliation (pg. 125)- revenge 

compulsory (pg. 125)- required, forced, necessary 

     inhumane (pg. 133)- cruel, cold-hearted, vicious 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers connect to characters by analyzing their words and actions.  Helmuth sees Brother Worbs who 

tells him on the top of pg. 134, “We must pray for those who hate us….”, “You cannot repay evil for evil”, 

and “God loves us all.  He does not love us more than He loves our enemies.”  What do you think about 

these words spoken by Brother Worbs?  What do you think Helmuth thinks of his words?  Explain. Be 

ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why do Rudi and Karl agree to help hand out the fliers? 

What is your opinion about Helmuth stealing the red paper from church? 

What happened to Brother Worbs? 

What do you think of Brother Worb’s words on pg. 134? 

 What do you think Helmuth thinks of his words? 

Should Helmuth start copying his pamphlets at the printing press?  Explain. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Eleven (pgs. 137-151) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Eleven:  Helmuth shows his pamphlets to several boys that he works with.  Soon after, Helmuth is 

arrested.  Read to find out how he got caught.  Helmuth also receives his final sentence in prison.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) propaganda (pg. 143)- information widely spread to help or harm a  

group or nation 

denounce (pg. 144)- accuse, condemn 

     fabricated (pg. 146)- made-up, invented 

     interrogation room (pg. 149)- room where suspects are questioned 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers connect to characters by analyzing their words and actions.  Helmuth gets captured today by the 

Nazis and suffers a lot of physical abuse and torture.  He is considered an enemy of the country of 

Germany.  Do you think it is right to treat a prisoner in this way?  What if he was a traitor to the United 

States?  Does that change your mind?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What is Helmuth’s sentence? 

How does that make you feel? 

How is Helmuth treated by the Nazis?  Give examples from the text. 

Why does Helmuth give up his friends’ names? 

Do you think it is right to treat a prisoner in this way?   

What if he was a traitor to the United States?   

Does that change your mind?  Explain.   

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Twelve (pgs. 151-165) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Twelve:  Karl, Rudi, and Duwer are brought in.  They all stand trial with Helmuth.  Read to find out 

how the trial goes.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) conspiracy (pg. 158)- plot, scheme 

     insolence (pg. 161)- disrespect, rudeness 

     precocious (pg. 161)- bright, talented, gifted 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences to better understand peoples’ motives and actions.  Helmuth makes a scene at 

his trial today.  What motivated Helmuth to make a scene at the trial?  Explain.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Helmuth wonders if he risked his life in vain.  What do you think? 

 Does Helmuth have any regrets? 

 Should Helmuth have any regrets? 

Does Duwer feel bad because he turned Helmuth in or because he is a part of the trial too?  Explain. 

What is Helmuth’s motivation for making such a scene during the trial?  Explain. 

Does the book end the way you thought it would?  Explain. 

 What are your thoughts as the book ends? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Boy Who Dared  Level: Y   ISBN: 978-0545118798  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Thirteen (pgs. 166- end) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Thirteen:  The author shares what happened to Helmuth’s family and friends.  He shares quotations 

from different people who knew Helmuth. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) interrogated (pg. 169)- questioned (review from earlier) 

     severity (pg. 171)- seriousness, harshness 

     emigrated (pg. 172)- relocated, moved 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

      

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

At the end of this book, the author answers many questions you may still have.  As you are reading the 

Author’s Note, write down what happened to Helmuth’s family and friends.  Please include 4-5 of the 

following people:  Mutti, Hugo, the grandparents, Gerhard, Hans, Karl, Rudi, and Duwer.  Be ready to 

share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What happened to Helmuth’s friends and family? 

Did all the Nazis feel the same way about Helmuth’s sentence?  Explain. (pg. 170-171) 

What did you think when you read that Helmuth and Karl forgave Duwer?  (pg. 172-173) 

What did Meins mean: “He had to know that resistance was pointless”? (pg. 174) 

The author ends the author’s note by saying, “There are many reasons for a person to lie, but to have a  

reason to tell the truth, you must have a deep belief.  And great courage… Helmuth Hubener is a boy  

who dared to speak out for the truth.”  How do you want to be remembered? (pg. 174) 

 

 
 


