
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 1-2 (pgs.1-18) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

She has it all: living in the palace, marrying the prince, servants waiting on her every need. So why then 

isn’t Ella content? Read the back of the book with students. Have them share their predictions. 

In Chapters 1 and 2, Ella is beginning to settle into the palace. She also starts to question her happiness. Her 

first opinions of palace life aren’t what she thought it would be and neither are those around her. 

      (Word of caution to teacher: the words “virgin” and “rape” are used in this book). 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 2 idleness        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 4 disheveled 

      pg. 5 chided 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Have students visualize what they think the palace looks like before they begin reading and then see if it’s the 

same after they do the reading. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*What does Ella think of the people in the palace? How does she describe them? 

*How does she feel about becoming princess? Give 2 examples from the text. 

*What do you think of Ella’s character/personality? What from the story makes you think this? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

If you were given everything you ever dreamed of, do you think you would be satisfied? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 3-4 (pgs.19-33) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ella is annoyed at the lack of concern for Lord Reston among her ladies-in-waiting, especially Madame Bisset. 

She meets a servant girl, Mary, who becomes a close confidant. The evening meeting ritual of Ella and the 

prince has Ella leaving thinking that something is wrong with the prince. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 19  chastised 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 22  apoplectic 

      pg. 30  gaffes 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Use evidence from the text, or research, to answer the writing connection.  

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*What do you think is the time period of this book? 

*What are the visits like with the prince? 

*What is the prince’s reaction when Ella brings up the topic of his subjects going hungry? 

*Describe the roles of men and women in this time period. 

*Do you think the setting affects the roles of men and women? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Compare and contrast the roles of men and women in this time period with men and women of today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 5-7 (pgs.34-57) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ella meets Jed, who is the son of Lord Reston and will take over his Religion teaching duties. Ella is very 

comfortable talking with Jed and says she will help him with his plan. Ella opens up more on her relationship 

with her stepmother. There is also a rumor going around about how Ella met the prince at the ball. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 36  addlepated                pg. 44  catechism        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 50  condescending          pg. 52 vexatious 

      pg. 52  fervent            pg. 53  mendacious 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Make connections with students what wars do to countries. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*What do you know about Ellas’ family so far? 

*Who is Jed? How has the introduction of his character changed Ella? Give example from the text. 

*When Ella questions Jed needing permission (pg.50), why does this comment make her sound naïve? 

*What does Ella tell Jed she will do for him? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Continue comparing and contrasting the roles of men and women. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 1-28-10 (pgs.58-76) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ella and Jed begin to have deep conversations, and she asks him what he knows about her. He explains why he 

believes her story of meeting the prince can’t be true. Ella begins to tell Jed about her life before the invitation 

to the ball. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 65  flabbergasted        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 66  plausible 

      pg. 71 indisposed 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Discuss how the author makes the characters seem “real.” 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*What does Ella find out about a fairy godmother? 

*Why is Ella surprised by Jed’s response about growing up in the palace? 

*How would you describe Ella’s personality when it comes to her stepmother? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Describe the conversations between Ella and Jed. How do they sound like “real” conversations you would hear 

between two people? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 11-12 (pgs.77-94) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ella is secretly preparing to go to the ball. She talks the glassmaker into making her shoes, although he tries to 

trick her. Ella’s stepsisters and stepmother leave for the ball, leaving Ella to stay back to do chores. However, 

Ella makes her way to the ball and dances with the prince. But when midnight rolls around, Ella takes off, 

leaving behind something special. Her conversation with Jed continues on how she really met the prince. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 77 bespangled        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 78 pompous 

      pg. 89 reverent 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Have students make connections to the comment about taking charge of her own destiny. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*Describe Ella’s entrance to the ball. 

*How did Jonas’ boastfulness get him to lose the glass slippers? 

*Why doesn’t Ella feel triumphant and victorious for having her position with the prince? 

*What does Jed mean when he tells Ella she “took charge of her own destiny?” Why would this be considered a 

bad thing? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Have you ever taken control of your destiny? Describe what you did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 13-15 (pgs.95-116) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

The king announces a tournament, but it turns out to be an unpleasant day for Ella. While she is recuperating 

from the incident at the tournament, Ella realizes her feelings for the prince have changed after a conversation 

with Mary. But will she do something about it? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 98 hoity-toity        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 116 unwittingly 

       

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Discuss students’ inferences on why Ella’s opinions/feelings for the prince change. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*Why is Ella so uncomfortable in her dress and why is she made to wear this? 

*What happens at the tournament? 

*How does Ella’s opinion of the prince begin to change? What are her plans? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Why have Ella’s feelings for the prince changed? Give examples from the text so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 16-18 (pgs.1117-134) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

As Ella begins fittings for her wedding gown, she contemplates how she will tell the prince she does not want to 

marry him. When the night comes to tell the prince, things get awkward and surprising. The prince’s reaction is 

not at all what Ella expected it to be, and she is left in an uncomfortable position. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 119 pontificated  pg. 126 extricate        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 130 diplomatic 

      pg. 134 malicious 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Have students make a connection on if they have ever had to give someone bad news. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*How does it seem most people in the castle feel about the war? 

*What is the prince’s reaction when Ella tells him she cannot marry him? Does this surprise you? 

*What has happened to Ella at the end of chapter 18? Why do you think they did this to her? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Think about a time, or create a time, when you had to give someone bad or unpleasant news. How did you do it 

and what did you say? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 19-21 (pgs.135-151) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

When Ella comes to, she finds that she is down in the dungeon. Madame Bisset has devised a plan to make her 

change her mind about marrying the prince. When Ella realizes the position she is in, she creates a plan of her 

own with the help of Mary. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 139 decorous       

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. euphemism 

      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Have students discuss what it means to be “free.” 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*What has happened to Ella? What is Madame Bisset’s plan? 

*What does Ella learn about Jed? 

*Why does Ella ask Mary for a shovel? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What do you think Madame Bisset means by “there’s no such thing” as freedom? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 22-24 (pgs.1-18) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ella continues to dig her way out, but is threatened by Madame Bisset. As Ella gets closer to her escape, the 

prince arrives promising her rescue. Ella tries to stall the prince, making him believe she is not yet worthy to be 

back in the castle. Ella continues on with her escape having to decide what to do next. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 154 unreformable       

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 160 emaciated 

      pg. 167 incriminate 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Have students discuss the importance of Ella’s escape. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*How does Madame Bisset threaten Ella? 

*Why would the people think Ella would cave soon? 

*Why does Ella beg the prince to stay in the dungeon longer? Why do you think he believes her? 

*When Ella escapes what does she worry about first? Why is this? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about if you were in Ella’s position, would you go through the same attempt to escape the castle or would 

you give in and just marry the prince (princess)? Explain your reasoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 25-27 (pgs. 168-182) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

When Ella escapes, the first place she goes to is her old house and comes face to face with Lucille. Now Ella 

must do what she can to make sure no one will follow her. She begins to develop a system of sleep and travel, 

although it takes some time getting used to. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 169 fervor       

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     pg. 172 frivolous 

      pg. 178 skulked 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Have students discuss where they would go first if they had escaped. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*Why does Ella return home first? 

*What is Lucille’s reaction at seeing Ella? 

*What is Ella’s plan for traveling? 

*What books did Ella take with her and why do you think she choose those books? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Ella’s first place she goes to after her escape was home. Write about what you think this tells about Ella’s 

character and personality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 28-29 (pgs.183-198) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

While Ella is sleeping during the day, she hears the sounds of soldiers nearby and believes they are looking for 

her. She realizes their mission and becomes confused when she hears them talk of coming from the prince’s 

wedding. She listens as they tell the peasants of the story of how she (Ella) had supposedly met the prince and 

fallen in love, all because of the work of a fairy godmother. Ella continues to get closer to Suala to see Jed. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 196 garbled        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

       

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Have students make inferences on what they think Ella will do in Suala. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*How do the soldiers treat the peasants? Why do you think this is? 

*Describe the story the soldiers tell the peasants. 

*What is Jed’s response when he sees Ella? Why do you think he reacts this way? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Now that Ella has arrived at her destination, she can become to feel more at ease. Tell of a time when you 

arrived at your traveled destination and describe how you felt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Just Ella   Level:Y ISBN:13:978-0-689-83128-7 Publisher: Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Chapters 30-31 (pgs.199-218) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Ella is shocked by Jed’s proposal. He tells her of his feelings he has had since he met her. After much talking, 

Ella takes a job working with Jed. Everything is fine until Jed receives a letter that takes him back to the castle 

for an unknown amount of time. Ella has to make a decision on a favor that Jed asks of her. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  pg. 207 condolences        

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     

       

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Discuss with students how a character often goes through many events in a story that changes them. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

*Why must Jed go back to the castle? 

*What does Ella find out about the marriage of the prince? 

*In his letter, what does Jed suggest about the Sualan War? What does this show about his character? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How did Ella change from the beginning of the book to the end? What do you think were the major reasons for 

her changing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


