Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

*Note:  This book has the word da*n in it.
Book Introduction:  Have you ever been outside in a big snowstorm?  Have you seen pictures of blizzards on the news?  This book is about the blizzard of 1888 that happened in the Northeastern United States and lasted for about four days.  It tells stories of people who were living at that time and how the ferocious storm affected them.
Chapter 1:  Chapter one begins by describing what life was like in 1888.  That winter had been surprisingly warm, so not many people were expecting what was to come.  Sergeant Francis Long was at the New York Weather Station to read the weather indications (forecast) sent by the US Army Signal Corps, which was like our National Weather Service today.  Read the chapter to learn more about the beginnings of this great storm.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)       satirical (2)  deluged (3)  precursor (3)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers analyze how language, illustrations, and layout work together as a unified whole to set mood and convey meaning.
-Today as you read, I want you to pay attention to how the author sets a mood of anticipation for the blizzard to come.  Look for details in the language the author includes as well as his choice of illustrations or pictures.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What are some of the differences you noticed between 1888 and the present year?  Give evidence from the text or pictures.

-How do you think some of those differences might affect the city when the blizzard comes?

-(Return to teaching point)  How did the author make you anticipate the bad weather to come?  What language or illustrations added to the mood of the text?

Assignment:  Read Chapter 1.
Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 2

In this chapter, we see the beginning of the blizzard and the effect it has on people in its path.  We are introduced to two seventeen year olds, John Marshall and Sara Wilson, as well as William Inglis, a reporter, who have different experiences in the storm.  Read on to find out what happens to these individuals as well as a few other individuals and families in this chapter.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

barometer (12)  estranged (12)  pious (13)  hypothermia (24)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.
-Today as you read, I want you to pay careful attention to John Marshall’s story.  At one point, he wakes up to hear voices outside calling.  Infer what he was thinking and why he made the decision(s) he did that day.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What else did we learn about the development of the storm in this chapter?

-(Return to teaching point)  Why do you think John Marshall chose to go out and help the others, even though it put his life in danger?  What did you infer about his thought processes at that point?

-Why do you think the other people who were with Sara Wilson left her behind?  What do you think you would have done in that situation?
-Why do you think Sara held onto her hat, even as her body was growing more and more fatigued?
-What were some of the other stories or parts in this chapter that surprised you?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 2.
Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 3
On Monday morning, people wake up to the blizzard outside their windows.  In 1888, there was an economic depression, so many people felt that if they didn’t go to work that day, they could be fired and someone else would replace them.  Others were very dedicated to their work and didn’t think of the storm as something that should stop them from working.  For this reason, many people journeyed out into the blizzard that day.  Read on to hear some of their stories.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

plummeted (26)  vulnerable  (36)  vestibule (40)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.

-Today as you read, I want you to pay attention to Sergeant Long, who goes to work on Monday at the New York City Weather Station.  At work, he risks his life to fix a weather instrument.  Infer why he made that decision and give evidence to support your thinking.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Were there any stories that surprised you in this chapter?

-Turn to the picture on pages 34-35.  What do you notice about the picture?

-Why do you think Sam Strong’s aunt sent him out into the storm?
-(Return to teaching point)Why do you think Long risked his life to fix the anemometer?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 3.
Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 4
In Chapter 2, we learned about the problems the blizzard caused for trains, which were a popular form of transportation in 1888.  On Monday, the president of the New York Central Railroad, Chauncey Depew, went to work with the goal of getting trains running again.  He hired day laborers to help clear the tracks by shoveling a pathway.  Read on to find out if he succeeded in clearing the tracks and to learn about other travel problems the blizzard created.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

fretting  (41)  valiantly (48)  ferocity (53)  succumbed (56)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers analyze how language, illustrations, and layout work together as a unified whole to set mood and convey meaning.

-Today as you read, I want you to pay attention to the language, illustrations, and layout of the chapter.  Think about why the author chose the illustrations, pictures, and layout of the chapter to complement the text in this section of the book.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Compare and contrast the way people living in the city and those living on farms (or rural towns) were affected by the blizzard.
-How do you think people were feeling about the blizzard at this point in the storm?  What in the text made you think that?
-Why do you think Beach’s idea of an underground train (subway) was rejected at that time?

-(Return to teaching point)  How did the author’s choice of illustrations and layout enhance the information given in this chapter about the blizzard?  

Assignment:

Read Chapter 4.

Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 5
Monday is drawing to a close in this chapter and we see the problems that come with nightfall.  Many people tried to find shelter for the night, while others make the journey home.  We hear a few more stories about individuals who were out in the storm.  Read to find out what happened to those who were brave enough to face the blizzard.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

gamy (57)  divinity (57)  oppressive  (58)  shrewd  (67)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.

-Today as you read, I want you to pay attention to Roscoe Conkling as he makes his way home from his law office.  He has plenty of chances to get out of the blizzard, but he chooses to stay in the elements.  Infer what made Conkling make the choices he did on his way home that day.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-In what ways did people sacrifice their comfort to help others? 
-Why do you think that most people chose not to comply with the law to bury all wires underground?  Does it surprise you that the city didn’t enforce that law?

-(Return to teaching point) What kind of a person do you think Conkling was?  Why do you think Conkling chose to keep going when he could’ve taken a cab or rented a hotel room?  What do you think you would’ve done in his situation?
-What were some of the obstacles that May Morrow had to overcome to get home?  What other choices could she have made that might’ve been safer?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 5.
Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 6
The chapter begins by talking about the plight of the homeless during the blizzard.  We also return to William Inglis’s story in this chapter.  He is on the Colt, a pilot boat, and the boat comes into some very rough waves.  Read on to find out more about how his situation turns out.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

tenement (72)  appalled (72)  malodorous  (73)  schooner (76)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers analyze how language, illustrations, and layout work together as a unified whole to set mood and convey meaning.

-Today as you read, I want you to pay attention to the language, illustrations, and layout of the chapter.  Think about why the author chose the illustrations, pictures, and layout of the chapter to complement the text in this section of the book.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What were some of the problems homeless people (or even those with rickety housing) had to endure?
-Why do you think more people weren’t willing to help the homeless?
-What do you think it would’ve been like to be on the ship with Inglis and the other men?

-(Return to teaching point)  How did the author’s choice of illustrations and layout enhance the information given in this chapter about the blizzard?    (Be sure to point out primary sources and discuss the relevance of those.)

Assignment:

Read Chapter 6.
Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 7
This chapter begins on Tuesday morning of the blizzard.  The storm continued and people still had to work on farms or make their way to work.  Railroads and some cities hired immigrant laborers to help clear the railroads and streets.  Some people also decided to take their chances and cross the East River so they could get back to Brooklyn.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

reminiscent  (89)  daunting (89)  entrepreneurs (90)  floe (95)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.

-Today as you read, I want you to pay attention to the people trying to cross the East River to return home after the blizzard.  Even after police order that people clear the river and put up their ladders, some still decide to try to make it across.  Infer why they would put their lives in danger to cross the river.  Support your thinking with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Before the blizzard, what were the rules or laws regarding snow removal?  How did the blizzard change how people viewed snow removal?

-What did the realtor P.M. Wilson do to help the poor?
-In this chapter, we found out what happened to many people who were previously mentioned in the book.  Which story surprised you the most?

-(Return to teaching point) Why do you think some people chose to risk their lives to get across the river?  What do you think you would have done in that situation?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 7.
Title:  Blizzard     Level:   Y       ISBN:  0-590-67310-6   Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 8
The blizzard finally ends on Wednesday, the start of this chapter.  People start to recover from the storm and work to get things back to normal.  We learn about the effects the blizzard has on people even after the worst of it is over.  The chapter ends by comparing this blizzard to other blizzards in the history of the United States.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

salvage (103)  posturing (108)  onslaught (114)  cronies (116)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer the theme of a book.


-Today as you read, I want you to infer the theme of this book.  Give evidence to support your opinion.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Give one example of how a person responded to the storm with humor in the days following it.
-Even after the worst part of the storm was over, there were still tragedies.  Why do you think Reilly thought it was so important to get his story back to be printed?
-Why is the Blizzard of 1888 the most written about blizzard in our nation’s history?

-What changes took place due to the Blizzard of 1888?
-(Return to teaching point)  What do you think the theme of this book is? 

Assignment:

Read Chapter 8.
Optional:  Read the Notes on Sources section at the back of the book.
