Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 1-20 (stop before Tuesday, January 14th)
Zlata’s Diary is the diary of a fifth-grade girl named Zlata living in Sarajevo in 1991.  This diary gives us a look in to her life when it was that of a normal eleven year old and then when war comes to her town and changes her life forever.  (You may want to use a map to show where Sarajevo is located.)

In the first part of the book, Zlata is returning to school after summer break.  She is excited to see her friends and start classes again.  She attends a birthday party and later celebrates her own birthday.  Throughout this section of diary entries, we learn about what Zlata’s life is like and events that are happening in the areas surrounding Sarajevo.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

solfeggio-1
herbarium-4
ciao-8

pessimist-13

*pg. 9 Point out that some words that have numbers beside them have explanations or definitions at the bottom of the page.  This will continue throughout the book.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer character traits, motivations, and changes by examining what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.

-Today as you read I want you to infer Zlata’s character traits.  Think about what she does, says, and thinks, and feels.  Write down at least one character trait and give evidence from the text to support your inference.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-How did Zlata feel when her dad told her he had been called up by the police reserve?
-Who is Srdjan?  How are the lives of the people in Dubrovnik being affected?

-Do Zlata and her family feel that their lives might be affected?  Give evidence from the text.

-What did Zlata do to help the children living in Dubrovnik?  What does that say about her as a person?
-What character trait did you write down?  What was your evidence?


Assignment: Write down at least one character trait and give evidence from the text to support your inference.
Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pgs.20-40 (January 14-May 2)
Today as you read, Zlata is on winter break and talks about the things she does while she isn’t in school.  She gets sick again along with her mother and father.  In early March, violence starts in Sarajevo.  Read on to find out how the violence progresses in her town. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

 epidemic-23
barricades-24

parliament-24

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.

-Today as you read, you will learn more about how the fighting progresses in Sarajevo.  Many people start to leave.  Zlata’s family stays.  Infer why her parents make the choice to stay amidst the dangers around them.  Write down your inference and evidence from the text to support it.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-How does the fighting start in Sarajevo?  Is it sudden or does it come slowly?
-Who are the blue berets?  (Turn to the middle picture inserts and look at #6.)

-How is Zlata’s life starting to change?

-On page 33, Zlata writes “…war has nothing to do with humanity.  War is something inhuman.”  What do you think she meant by that?

-May 2nd was the worst day for the fighting in Sarajevo so far.  What were some of the bad things that happened that day?

-Why do you think Zlata’s family decides to stay in Sarajevo?  What evidence did you find to support your inference?

Assignment: Infer why her parents make the choice to stay amidst the dangers around them.  Write down your inference and evidence from the text to support it.

Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 41-60 (May 3-June24)
Zlata’s father goes to check on her grandparents because they were in a part of town where the damage was especially bad.  The family rearranges their apartment because of danger from a nearby hill where shooters are stationed.  The war continues and there are several casualties along with more tragedies that effect Zlata and her family.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

shrapnel-43
refugee-44
dismembered-51

fascism-52

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer character traits, motivations, and changes by examining what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read I want you to infer how Zlata is changing.  Find evidence in the text to support your inference by paying attention to what she says, does, thinks, and feels in her entries.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Zlata learns that a classmate of hers died from a shell that fell in a park.  How does she react?  How do you think you would react?

-On June 16th, Zlata realizes she could’ve been killed.  How did she react to that incident?

-How does having no electricity affect the people in Sarajevo?
-Zlata writes that their country house has been destroyed.  What value did the house have to her?  How did she feel about it being burnt down?

-How do you think Zlata is changing?  What evidence did you find to support your inference?


Assignment:

-Today as you read I want you to infer how Zlata is changing.  Find evidence in the text to support your inference by paying attention to what she says, does, thinks, and feels in her entries.
Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 60-80 (June 24-September 18)
Zlata feels the effects of the war more and more.  She realizes that she’s losing her childhood.  Water and electricity continue to come and go in Sarajevo.  They receive a care package from the UN, which helps them with their scarce supply of food.  The neighborhood pulls together to do something that makes Zlata and some other children happy.  Read on to find out what they do.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

humanitarian- 65
pedigree-68

sovereign- 70

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.


-Zlata has to deal with death or the threat of death almost daily in her life.  Today you will read about a part where Zlata’s mother could be in danger and another situation where a boy she knows is killed.  Infer what Zlata is thinking in these circumstances.  Use evidence from the text to support your inference.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What do some of the people in the neighborhood do that gives Zlata hope and a sense of normalcy?

-What are some of the other seemingly small things that made Zlata happy in your reading today?

-Zlata writes about the lack of communication (no phones are working, etc.).  In what situations or circumstances does she find this especially awful?
-What do you think Zlata is thinking when her mother is in danger and when the boy from her drama club is killed?  What made you think that?


Assignment:  Write down your inference about what Zlata is thinking in these circumstances.  Use evidence from the text to support your inference.
Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 81-100 (September 19- December 3)
Zlata is able to get out and cross the bridge into another part of Sarajevo.  She notices how much the town has changed since the war broke out.  She finally gets to visit her grandparents while she is out.  Later on, someone comes to visit Zlata.  Read to find out who the visitor is.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

looted-81
negotiating-85

philosophizing-97
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer character traits, motivations, and changes by examining what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read I want you to infer how Zlata has changed from the start of the war until now.  Find evidence in the text to support your inference by paying attention to what she says, does, thinks, and feels in her entries.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What are some of the changes Zlata noticed when she went across the bridge?  How did that make her feel?
-Zlata always writes about birthdays in her diary.  Why are birthdays so important to her?

-What is Zlata worried about as winter is approaching?

-How does Zlata feel about leaving Sarajevo with her mother and aunt?

-What does Zlata know about the politics behind the war?  What does she think about the politicians trying to get peace?

-How has Zlata changed over the course of the war?  What evidence did you find to support your inference?

Assignment: 
Today as you read I want you to infer how Zlata has changed from the start of the war until now.  Find evidence in the text to support your inference by paying attention to what she says, does, thinks, and feels in her entries.
Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 101-120 (December 4- February 20)

The war continues and hits Otes, a place that was previously thought of as safe.  Zlata’s uncle escapes, but his best friend is hit.  Zlata starts piano lessons again because the piano teacher will come to her house.  She also starts taking math lessons with Mirna.  At one point electricity returns to the city; this is great news because of the cold winter.  Read on to find out if Zlata’s family gets to use the electricity.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

priority consumers-116
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.


-Today as you read, you will learn about Braco (Zlata’s uncle) barely escaping Otes.  He flees with his best friend Miso, but Miso is hit and Braco leaves him behind.  I want you to infer what Braco was thinking when he left his best friend to save his own life.  Find evidence from the text to support your inference.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-How have Zlata’s parents changed since the war started?  
-How has the cold of winter and the lack of electricity changed living arrangements in the apartment?
-How does Zlata’s family take baths?

-Why was Zlata so excited about French people coming to their house?
-What inferences did you make about Braco’s decision to leave Miso behind?  What in the text helped you come to that conclusion?

Assignment: I want you to infer what Braco was thinking when he left his best friend to save his own life.  Find evidence from the text to support your inference.
Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)
Pages 120-140 (February 23-May 17)
Zlata and her parents try to find a way for her to finish school, but the school does not agree.  They are thinking of reopening the schools in different locations.  Spring is nearing, but Zlata notices the difference between the springs she used to have and a wartime spring.  Later in your reading, something happens that makes Zlata very sad.  Read on to find out what happens.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

flak jacket-125

evicted-129

fortified-133
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer characters’ thinking processes and struggles at key decision points in their lives.


-On April 17th, Zlata expresses deep frustration with the war and if it will ever end.  She writes that she wants it to end so bad that she feels like killing herself.  Why do you think she would say that?  Find evidence throughout her entries (you may have to look back to other parts of the book) to support your inference.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What problem does Zlata have with her bird?  
-Zlata walks by the market and sees all the items for sale.  Where does she think the people are getting them?  Who do you think is able to buy the things there if most “ordinary people” can’t afford it?

-Zlata reflects on the start of the war, which was a year earlier on May 2nd.  What does she say about the anniversary of the war starting?  How are her feelings about the war different now than when it started?

-Why do you think Zlata writes that she feels like dying?  Do you think that she was serious or that she was just really sad?  Do you think it might be a normal feeling for someone living in a city taken over by war?

Assignment:  Zlata writes that she wants the war to end so badly that she feels like killing herself.  Why do you think she would say that?  Find evidence throughout her entries (you may have to look back to other parts of the book) to support your inference.

Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 141-160 (May 20- August 6)
Nedo comes back from his trip to Austria with presents for everyone.  There is more shelling and Zlata goes through another time of depression because of the war.  Zlata also receives copies of her published diary.  She gets some discouraging news about her book promotion.  Read on to find out what happens.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

verge- 144

muddled-160

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer character traits, motivations, and changes by examining what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.

How did the book promotion change Zlata’s attitude?  Write down your inference and support it with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What role do letters play in Zlata’s life?

-Why do you think Nedo leaving was so hard for Zlata?

-Look at page 155 where Zlata writes the speech she gave at the book promotion.  In her speech, she uses a lot of descriptive language.  Can you find any examples of figurative language?  Why does she use those comparisons?  What do they mean?

- How did the book promotion change Zlata’s attitude?  What did she realize even after she was initially happier?


Assignment: 
How did the book promotion change Zlata’s attitude?  Write down your inference and support it with evidence from the text
Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 161-180 (August 8-September 25)
Zlata is heartbroken when she finds out that Cici has died.  She finishes her 6th grade school year with good grades.  She gets news that Nedo will be married soon.  The “kids” are trying to come to an agreement to reach peace.  Read on to find if they make an agreement or not.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

demilitarization- 165
suppressing- 168

negotiating- 172

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers notice aspects of genres.
We’re almost finished reading Zlata’s Diary.  I want you to think about the genre we’ve been reading- a diary.  Today, I want you to reflect back on the reading we’ve done so far and write down the characteristics of a diary as a genre.  Then I want you to think about this genre and write down the differences between a diary and another somewhat similar genre- a biography.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
-Zlata writes about the effects of the war on Sarajevo.  How many people have died?  How many have been injured?
-Do the politicians come to a peace agreement?

-When electricity comes to the community, what is it like?

-What are the characteristics of a diary?
-What differences do you think there are between a diary and a biography?  How do those differences influence us as readers?


Assignment:  I want you to think about the genre we’ve been reading- a diary.  Today, I want you to reflect back on the reading we’ve done so far and write down the characteristics of a diary as a genre.  Then I want you to think about this genre and write down the differences between a diary and another somewhat similar genre- a biography.

Title: Zlata’s Diary     Level:   X       ISBN:  978-0-14-303687-6  
Publisher:  Penguin Books


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Pages 181-197 (September 29-end)
There is still no peace agreement in Sarajevo.  Winter is coming and Zlata’s family doesn’t have anything to heat their apartment with, which could mean serious trouble.  The shooting continues and the family has to go into the cellar once again.  Zlata writes that it is impossible to get out of Sarajevo, but we find out something very encouraging in the Epilogue.  Read on to find out what happens with Zlata and her parents.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Icarus- 181 (from mythology)
lunatics- 186

abroad-186

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers infer the big ideas or themes of a text and discuss how they are applicable to people’s lives today.
After you finish your reading today, I want you to infer the theme of this book.  Write down the theme and evidence from throughout the book to support your inference.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Zlata writes about a circle in metaphorical sense on pages 181-182.  What is she comparing the circle to?  Why do you think she uses that comparison?  What does it mean?

-What happens in the epilogue?
-What do you think the theme of the book is?  What evidence did you find to support that?

-How do you think the theme could apply to your life?  Give examples.


Assignment:  After you finish your reading today, I want you to infer the theme of this book.  Write down the theme and evidence from throughout the book to support your inference.
