Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

**Note:  This plan is mostly broken into days by chapters of the book.  There are twenty chapters and some are short.  You may want to cover a couple chapters per day depending on the length of the chapter and the reading pace of the students in your group.
Also, this book does have some moderate inappropriate language (bit**, he**, da**).  If using with younger children, you may want to receive parent permission.  
Book Introduction:  Look at the cover.  What do you predict this book might be about?  (Read the back cover of the book.)  
Chapter One & Two:  In chapter one, Billy, the main character in this story, is a grown man coming home from work.  He hears dogs fighting and finds the scene.  He goes to check it out and once he sees the dog fight, one particular dog seems to be the brunt of the attack.  He steps into help the dog.  In chapter two, we go back in time and hear Billy’s story as a ten year old boy.  Billy wants two coon hunting dogs more than anything, but his Papa doesn’t have enough money and his Mama thinks he is too young to hunt and have a gun.  His dad gives him steel traps to try to catch raccoons.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

squalling (12)   drastic (14)  Tetons (15)  Ozarks (17)  
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.

-Today as you read, I want you to pay attention to Billy as an adult and as a child.  I want you to infer Billy’s character traits by paying attention to what he does, says, thinks, and what other characters say about him.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Why do you think Billy stepped in to help the dog?
-Read the quote on pg. 13.  “It’s strange indeed how memories…old familiar face.”  What do you think the meaning of that quote is?

-What is Billy willing to do to get the hunting dogs he wants?  Find evidence to support your answer.

-The author never tells us the exact time period of this story.  What year do you predict it might’ve been when Billy was ten years old?  (Possibly the Great Depression-Papa talks about the financial trouble of farmers.)
-(Return to teaching point)  What is Billy like?  Did you find any evidence from the text to support your inference?

Assignment:  Read Chapter 1 and 2.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 3:  One day, Billy finds a magazine that fishermen have left behind.  There is an ad in it for two coon hound pups at the price of $25 a piece.  He gets a can and puts the money he has already saved for dogs in it.  He works hard to save more money, with his goal being to earn $50 so he can buy two of the dogs.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

festered (24)   mulled (25)  wares (27)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read I want you to pay attention to Billy’s grandpa.  Infer Grandpa’s character traits by reading carefully and noticing how the writer describes him as well as what he says, thinks, and does in the chapter.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Would you be willing to work as hard as Billy did for his pups?  (Remind them he worked for two years!)
-Have you ever wanted something as badly as Billy?  What was it?
-(Return to teaching point)  What is Billy’s grandpa like?  What evidence from the text supports that trait?
-Billy’s grandpa mentioned that the ad might not be good anymore since it had been two years since Billy found it.  Predict what you think will happen with the dogs.  Will Billy have to save more money to get them?


Assignment: 
Read Chapter 3.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 4:  Grandpa tells Billy the dogs are still for sale and that the price has dropped by five dollars per hound.  He waits two weeks for a notice to come that the dogs are in a nearby town.  Billy decides that he can’t wait any longer to get the dogs, so he sets out by foot instead of waiting for a ride into town.  Read to find out what town is like as Billy sees it for the first time in his life.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

intended (32)  bore (33)  provisions (34)  depot (35)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today I want you to make an inference about what motivates Billy to make the twenty mile journey to town instead of waiting for a ride.  Support your answer with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
-What was Billy’s journey to town like?
-What were some of the things that surprised Billy about town?

-How do the kids in town react to Billy?  

-(Return to teaching point)  What inference did you make about what motivated Billy to walk through the night to pick up his dogs?  What do you think you would’ve done in his situation?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 4.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 5:  
Billy arrives at the depot to pick up his dogs, feeling a little nervous.  He gets his dogs from the kind stationmaster and goes through town to start his journey home.  He gets into a fight with some of the children from the school.  This isn’t the only trouble that finds him on his way home.  Read on to find out what else Billy encounters in this chapter.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

muster (39)  anvil (44)  vicious (48)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.

-Today after you finish this chapter, I want you to use what you learned throughout the chapter to help you make a prediction of what will happen in the next chapter.  Support your prediction with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Why do you think Billy was hesitant to go into the train station to get his puppies?
-What gave Billy the courage to stand up to the mountain lion?

-On page 44, Billy is rescued when the marshal breaks up the fight.  After talking to Billy, he says “There’s not a one in that bunch with that kind of grit.”  What do you think the marshal meant by that?

-(Return to teaching point)  What do you think will happen in the next chapter as Billy continues on his way home?  Did any of you predict what will happen when Billy returns home?  What made you think that (evidence from the text)?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 5.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 6:  Billy is getting closer to home.  He stops at the place he found the ad for the dogs and also finds inspiration for naming his dogs there.  He decides it is time to go the rest of the way home.  Read on to find out how Billy’s family reacts when he gets home.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

quavering (51)  querying (52)  keen (54)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read, I want you to pay close attention to Billy and how he is changing.  Make an inference about how Billy has changed since the beginning of the book.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Were your predictions from yesterday correct?  
-How did Billy decide on names for his dogs?

-Were Billy’s parents mad that he left without telling them?  Did the way they react surprise you?

-(Return to teaching point)  How do you think Billy has changed since the beginning of the book?  
(He is more peaceful, content, etc.)

-What evidence from the text supports your inference?


-What do you think contributed to that change? (Getting the dogs, fulfilling his dream, etc.)

Assignment:

Read Chapter 6.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 7:  Billy needs a coonskin to train his dogs, but he is having a hard time trapping a coon.  He goes to his grandfather for advice and he shows Billy a new method.  Billy makes fourteen new traps the way his grandfather taught him, but doesn’t have much luck at first.  Read on to find out if Billy catches a coon and learn how he trains his dogs.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

cease (55)  peculiarity (57)  deliberately (60)  persistence (65)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.


-Today after you finish the chapter, I want you to predict what will happen in the next chapter when hunting season begins.  Support your prediction with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-When Billy finally traps a coon, why do you think his father says it isn’t sportsmanlike to catch them that way?  What do you think he meant by that?
-How does the author make you feel like you are a part of this story? (giving a lot of details, describing the process of hunting a coon and training the dogs)  
-(Return to teaching point) What are your predictions about what will happen when coon hunting season starts?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 7.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 8:  Hunting season opens and Papa tells Billy he can hunt all he wants.  He leaves after dinner and sets his dogs free on the trail.  They soon track a coon.  Read on to find out what happens with the coon.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

riffle (72)  bewildered (73)  treed (73)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read, I want you to pay close attention to Billy as his dogs track the coon- and especially toward the end of the chapter.  Make an inference about what motivates Billy to chop down the tree.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What happens when the dogs tree the coon and Billy wants to give up?
-What kind of relationship does Billy have with his dogs?

-(Return to teaching point)  What was your inference about what motivates Billy to chop down the huge sycamore tree?  


-What evidence did you find to support your inference?

-What do you think you would’ve done if you were in Billy’s situation?  Would you have given up?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 8.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 9:  Billy is getting too tired to keep cutting the tree without any rest.  His grandfather comes and shows him how to make a scarecrow to keep the coon in the tree at night so Billy can go home to eat and sleep.  In the morning, he realizes that Old Dan isn’t at the house.  Read on to find out where Old Dan is and if Billy gets the tree cut down.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

canebrake (80)  coaxed (82)  liniment (84) winced (89)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.


-Today as you are reading, I want you to make predictions throughout the text.  Stop at certain points and write down what you predict will happen in the coming pages.  If you read something that gives you more clues about what will happen, be sure to revise your prediction.  (Give them an example of one place they might stop to predict in the chapter.  Ex.  When Billy wakes up, we know that he realizes Old Dan is missing.  This would be a great place for me to stop to make a prediction of where I think Dan might be.)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-How does the tree fall down in the end?
-It said that Billy has terrible blisters covering his hands from chopping.  Do you know what it feels like to have even one blister?  Do you think you would’ve had the determination to keep chopping?

-(Return to teaching point)  Where did you predict Old Dan was in the morning?  What other predictions did you make as you were reading today?  Did you revise any of your predictions as you found more evidence in the text?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 9.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 10:  Billy continues to hunt with his dogs.  The price of coonskins goes up and Billy gives all the money he earns from the skins to his father, even though he doesn’t know what he is doing with the money.  On Saturdays, he goes in to his grandpa’s store to turn in his furs, but also to share stories with the other hunters who gather there as well.  Read on to hear a few exciting adventures Billy, Old Dan, and Little Ann have while hunting.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

nonchalantly (92)  belligerent (94)  predicaments (95)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read, I want you to pay close attention to how Billy is starting to change.  Although Billy is as determined as ever, you’ll notice something different about him-especially as he spends time at his grandpa’s store.  Make an inference about how Billy is changing and support your answer with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-  Big Dan and Little Ann have very different personalities.  What is Big Dan like?  Little Ann?  How are they alike?  Why do they make such a good team?

- (Return to teaching point)  What inferences did you make about how Billy is changing?  (becoming more prideful, shows anger more easily, etc.)  What evidence did you find to support your inferences?  What are some possible reasons for these changes?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 10.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 11:  There is a blizzard that has kept Billy and the dogs inside.  Finally, on the fifth night, the storm lets up enough so that they can go out hunting.  On the trail of a coon, something goes very wrong.  Read on to find out what happens.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

rile (101)  cunning (103)  paralyzed (108)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.


-Today as you are reading, I want you to make predictions throughout the text.  Stop at certain points and write down what you predict will happen in the coming pages.  If you read something that gives you more clues about what will happen, be sure to revise your prediction.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-(Return to teaching point)  What were your predictions as you read today?  What in the text made you predict that?  Did you revise any of your predictions as you read?
-Why do you think Billy decided not to tell his family about what happened in the woods?  Do you think that was a smart choice?  Why or why not?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 11.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 12:  Billy’s dogs have a reputation that more and more people know about now.  This reputation is sometimes exaggerated by Billy’s grandpa, who tells stories in his store.  One day while Billy is at Grandpa’s store, Rubin and Rainie Pritchard come in and say they want to make a bet with Billy.  Read on to find out what their bet is.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

disposition (112)  begrudgingly (113)  leering (114)  “yellow” (114)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read, I want you to make an inference about what Rubin’s character traits are by paying attention to what he says, does, thinks, and how the writer describes him.  Support your inferences with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-(Return to teaching point)  What is Rubin Pritchard like?  How do you know that (evidence)?
-What bet did the boys want to make with Billy?

-What does Grandpa think about the Pritchard boys?

-What happens at the end with the ghost coon?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 12.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

*Note:  This chapter contains the word “bit**”, talking about a female dog.  Rubin also uses the word “da**”.  
Chapter 13:  Billy and the Pritchard boys are still trying to find the ghost coon.  They are about to give up, when Little Ann starts bawling.  Read on to find out if they catch the ghost coon.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

brute (127)  trance (129)  protruding (130)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.


-Today as you are reading, I want you to make predictions throughout the text.  Stop at certain points and write down what you predict will happen in the coming pages.  If you read something that gives you more clues about what will happen, be sure to revise your prediction.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-(Return to teaching point)  What were your predictions as you read today?  What in the text made you predict that?  Did you revise any of your predictions as you read?

-Why did Billy want to let the ghost coon live?
-How do you think Billy felt about Rubin’s death?  What would you have done in that situation?


Assignment:

Read Chapter 13.

Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 14:  Billy gets a message that his grandpa wants to talk to him.  He goes with his dogs to the store.  While he is there, he repeats the whole story to his grandpa, who feels guilty for taking the bet.  His grandpa has a surprise for Billy and the dogs.  Read on to find out what Grandpa’s surprise is.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

solemn (137)  utter (138)  droning (140)  gloated (143)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.


-Today after you finish reading, I want you to make a prediction of what will happen at the championship hunt.  Support your prediction with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What was grandpa’s surprise?
-How does Billy deal with Rubin’s death in this chapter?

-(Return to teaching point)  What were your predictions about what will happen in the championship?  What in the text helped you come up with that prediction? 

Assignment:

Read Chapter 14.

Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 15:  Billy, his grandpa, and dad travel and set up camp at Bluebird Creek.  They arrive at the championship the next day.  Grandpa wants Billy to enter one of his dogs into a contest for best-looking hound.  Billy enters Little Ann.  Read on to find out how Little Ann does in the contest and see how the other hunters do in the championship hunt.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

superstition (150)  huffed up (153)  impulsively (154)  
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read, I want you to make an inference about what motivates Billy to use his grandfather’s comb on Little Ann to get her ready for the best-looking hound contest.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-How are Little Ann and Old Dan different from most dogs?  What makes them special?
-(Return to teaching point)  What inference did you make about why Billy decided to use his grandfather’s comb and brush on Little Ann?  What did you find in the text to support your inference?
-According to the contest rules, what does Billy have to do to win the championship?  


Do you think he’ll be able to do that?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 15.
Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 16:  Billy, Papa, Grandpa, and the judge go out hunting.  They aren’t out hunting for long and the dogs tree and kill a coon.  Read on to see if they end up killing enough coons to make it to the final round.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

gingerly (161)  faltered (163)  doused ( 165)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.


-Today as you are reading, I want you to make predictions throughout the text.  Stop at certain points and write down what you predict will happen in the coming pages.  If you read something that gives you more clues about what will happen, be sure to revise your prediction.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Why did Papa tell Billy about the two mules?
-What surprises the judge at the very end of the chapter?
-What were all the hunters talking about when Billy and his team came back from hunting?

-(Return to teaching point)  What were your predictions as you read today?  What in the text made you predict that?  Did you revise any of your predictions as you read?


Assignment:

Read Chapter 16.

Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 17:  A winter storm comes with wind and sleet as Billy, Grandpa, Papa, and the judge are out in the woods for the championship hunt.  Because of the strong wind, they lose track of the dogs.  The men want to head back to camp because the weather is having a bad effect on them, but Billy wants to find his dogs.  They go through a lot in the sleet and cold wind.  Read on to find out what happens in the rest of the chapter.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

baying (170)  leeward (171)  searing (176)  avail (178)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read, I want you to make an inference about Papa’s character traits.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.  (Point out that they can use information from earlier chapters as well.)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What happens to Grandpa?  Why do you think he wants to stay in the woods until daylight comes?

-In what ways are Billy and Grandpa alike here?
-(Return to teaching point) What are some of Papa’s character traits?  What did you find in the text to support your inference?
-Do you think Billy is more concerned with winning the championship or the health of his dogs?  How do you know?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 17.

Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 18:  The storm lets up a little and the men hear the other men from the camp searching for them.  The men were searching for them most of the night, but they assure them that they are fine.  Billy finds out that he needs one more coon to win.  Read on to find out if Billy gets the coon and wins the championship.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

haggard (180)  mantel (189)  allotted (189)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make and continually revise a wide range of predictions based on personal experiences, content knowledge, and knowledge of similar texts.


-Today as you are reading, I want you to make predictions throughout the text.  Stop at certain points and write down what you predict will happen in the coming pages.  If you read something that gives you more clues about what will happen, be sure to revise your prediction.  I also want you to make a prediction at the end of the chapter about what you think will happen in the next chapter.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-What did the dogs do that fascinated the men from the camp?

-How do you think Billy feels when he sees his dogs covered in ice?

-What did Mr. Benson say that shocked Billy?
-Why did Mama press her lips together tightly?
-(Return to teaching point)  What were your predictions as you read today?  What in the text made you predict that?  Did you revise any of your predictions as you read?


-What do you think will happen in the next chapter?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 18.

Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 19:  One night while the dogs are out hunting, they tree a cat.  It turns out to be a mountain lion.  The lion jumps out of the tree and attacks the dogs and eventually Billy.  Read on to find out what happens with the lion, the dogs, and Billy.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

jugular (194)  disembowel (194)  gristle (194)  convulsions (195)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer characters’ traits, motivations, and changes through examining how the writer describes them, what they do, what they say and think, and what other characters say about them.


-Today as you read, I want you to make an inference about Mama’s character traits.  Support your inference with evidence from the text.  (Point out that they can use information from earlier chapters as well.)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
-How did the dogs show their loyalty to Billy?
-What are Papa and Mama going to do with the money?

-Do you think it is possible for an animal (Little Ann) to die of a broken heart?  What about a human?
-(Return to teaching point) What are some of Mama’s character traits?  What did you find in the text to support your inference?

-What do you think the color red symbolizes in this book?  (The dogs are red, Billy buries them by a red oak, and he uses a red sandstone for their tombstone. Red (the color of the heart and blood) might symbolize the dogs' deep love, their strong will power, and their sacrificial intimacy with each other and Billy.)

Assignment:

Read Chapter 19.

Title:  Where the Red Fern Grows   Level:  X     ISBN:  978-1-413-14995-1  Publisher:  Yearling

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 20:  The next spring, Billy’s family leaves the Ozarks.  Billy goes to the dogs’ graves to say goodbye and finds something surprising there.  Read on to find out what Billy finds at their gravesite.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

sacred (210)  flinty (212) caress (212)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about the theme of a text.

-Today as you read, I want you to reflect back on the book as a whole.  What do you think the theme of this book is?  Support your answer with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-Where does the title of this book come from?
-How does Billy feel after seeing the red fern growing at the gravesite?
-How can you tell Billy has come to accept the death of his dogs?

-How does the family feel about leaving the Ozarks?

-(Return to teaching point)  What do you think the theme of this book is?  (Possible themes:  Determination pays off.  Sacrifice.  The strength and importance of love.)
-Do you think the book would’ve been better with a happy ending?  Why or why not?

Assignment:

Read Chapter 20.
