Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 1-2, pgs. 1-19
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Today we will start reading Nightmare Mountain by Peg Kehret. Kehret is a terrific mystery/thriller author. Her books are very suspenseful. Today we start the story with a letter from Molly to her mom. What do you think about the way Kehret started her book? (Discuss.) Pay attention to what we learn about the characters in the first few pages and how Kehret sets the scene for the major conflict in the story. Please read chapters 1 and 2, pgs. 1-19.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



dandled (p. 3)

underprivileged (p. 5)

collage (p. 6)

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions
*How does Kehret create suspense in the first page of Chapter 1?
*What have we learned about the characters?

*What events have happened so far?

*Why do you think Glendon is being so mean to Molly?

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words?


Writing Connection:
Are the characters realistic (do they seem like they could be real people)? Why or why not?
Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 3-4, pgs. 20-43
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading Aunt Karen gets very sick and goes into a coma. Molly and Glendon are left alone at the house to take care of things. Molly thinks there was someone in the barn but Glendon thinks she is just imagining things. Read chapters 3 and 4, pgs. 20-43.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



mournfully (p. 21)

resolutely (p. 28)

preposterous (p. 34)

disdainful (p. 39)

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*What happened? What do you think caused Aunt Karen to get sick?

*What are some examples of strong word choice in the text? What did Peg Kehret do to create suspense or fear in these chapters?
*Who do you think was in the barn? Do you think someone is out to get Molly? Do we know enough information to make an accurate prediction?

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
Write 5 facts from the story.

Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 5, pgs. 44-60
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. Today Molly has to go to the hospital for her shoulder. On the way the sheriff questions her about why she is visiting Aunt Karen and Uncle Phil. Molly thinks that the sheriff thinks someone is trying to kill her. Read chapters 5, pgs. 44-60 to make your own conclusion.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



teetered (p. 44)
cyanide (p. 49)

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*What did you learn about Molly in today’s reading?
*Why do you think the sheriff is so suspicious of her? Do you think he thinks she is responsible for Aunt Karen’s illness?
*Has it been proven yet that the pills contain cyanide?
*What was the main idea of Chapter 5?

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
Using five sentences, summarize the text in your own words.
Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 6, pgs. 61-70
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. How would you be feeling right now if you were Molly? (Discuss.) In Chapter 6 Molly accidentally discovers who is taking the llamas. Do you think she is going to be able to report him to the sheriff? (Discuss.) Read Chapter 6, pgs. 61-70.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



desolate (p. 61)

grade (p. 67)

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*What surprised you in today’s reading?

*Who do you think Gladys is?

*What do you think is going to happen to Molly? Do you think Glendon will be able to help her?
*Is the setting described well enough that you can create an image in your mind? Explain why or why not. 

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
Write a journal entry from Glendon’s point of view.
Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 7, pgs. 71-88
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. Today Molly and Glendon are taken by the intruder to go up the mountain to gather more llamas. He has a gun so it is making it difficult for the children to escape. Molly does something with the truck keys. After you read today I would like to know what you think about Molly’s decision about the keys. Was it a good plan? Why or why not? Read chapter 7, pgs. 71-88.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



blanched (p. 72)

repossessed (p. 75)

Riveted (p. 85)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*Did you have any connections to Molly’s fear of heights?

*What feelings did you have during today’s reading?

*What did you think about Molly’s decision to hide the truck keys? What would you have done?
*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
List the personality characteristics of Molly or Glendon. For each personality characteristic, give supporting evidence from the text.

Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 8, pgs. 89-99
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. Today Abby tries to get help from the sheriff but is unsuccessful. She takes matters into her own hands and begins searching for Glendon. Read chapter 8, pgs. 89-99 to find out how and if she finds Glendon.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)





fatal (p. 90)



· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*The author uses a great deal of figurative language in today’s reading. Find an example from the text.
*Did anything surprise you in today’s reading?

*Do you think the plot is believable? Why or why not?

*What are the 5 W’s (who, what, when, where and why) from your reading today?

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
List at least three problems the characters faced. Which was the most difficult? Explain.

Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 9, pgs. 100-112
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. The struggle to survive by Molly and Glendon continues. Abby is worried that Glendon isn’t alive when she finds him upside down in the snow. She has to think of a way to get them safely down the mountain. It’s getting dark quickly and so she has to decide if she is going to try to get back to the lift or wait until daylight so she can see where she is going. Read chapter 9, pgs. 100-112.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



terrain (p. 103)

elated (p. 108)
· 






Omen (p. 110)

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*What feelings did you have at the end of Chapter 9?

*Molly waited to go down the mountain until daylight. What would you have done?

*Which events caused you to stop and think? Why?

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
Rewrite a part of the story from the kidnapper’s point of view.

Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 10, pgs. 113-128
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. Today we find out the identity of the thief. Read to find out what happens to Molly and Glendon. Read chapter 10, pgs. 113-128. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



detain (p. 115)

legitimate (p. 116)








idling (p. 117)


· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*What did we learn in this chapter? Were you surprised by the identity of the thief?
*Now that we know who he is, why do you think a man would want to steal from his own brother?

*What plot events are included in the climax of the story?

*What should Molly do next?

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
Do you think the author is asking you to judge one of the characters? What evidence in the text supports your thinking?
Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 11-12, pgs. 129-150
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. Today we find out if Molly is able to get Glendon down from the mountain. We will also learn more information about Gladys and the uncle. Read chapters 11 and 12, pgs. 129-150 to find out if they are safe. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



taut (p. 135)

pursuers (p. 148)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*What did we learn in this chapter? Did it change what you previously thought?

*What surprised you?

*What is a quick summary of the events so far?

*How do you think the sheriff knew to go after Craine? 

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
Describe the most important character. Give three reasons why you think this is the most important character in the book.
Title: Nightmare Mountain
Level: X
ISBN: 978-0-14-130645-2
Publisher: Puffin Books
Teaching Point: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)






Chp. 13, pgs. 151-164
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review yesterday’s reading. Today the story comes to its conclusion. We learn even more information about Uncle Craine and Glendon. Molly realizes that Glendon trusted her with some very personal information. Read chapter 13, pgs. 151-164 to find out what happens at the end of the story. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)



hypothermia (p. 151)

incredulous (p. 153)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers understand how the author used craft to present characters as ‘real.’

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions

*What did we learn in this chapter? What surprised you?

*How did Molly’s and Glendon’s perceptions change about each other?

*How did the sheriff know to go after Craine? 

*Were you satisfied with the ending of the story?

*Did any of the vocabulary confuse you? Did you have trouble determining the meaning of any of the words? How did you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words?


Writing Connection:
Read the summary blurb on the back of the book. How would you change the blurb if you wrote it? Explain your reasoning.

