Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:____EarthquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic
Teaching Point: Readers discuss mature topics/courage


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Characters:  Jonathan, Abby, Mr. Palmer, Mrs. Palmer, Moose


A Family is spending the night on Magpie Island.  It’s unusual because it’s a Tuesday.  Jonathan doesn’t have school and his family likes to camp when it isn’t busy.  While camping an accident happens and from this point on…things get worse.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)p. 1 - magpie, p. 3 – marine crawl, p. 4 – driftwood, p. 9 – exaggerated, p. 10 – “primitive facility”, p.15- evaporating
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers discuss mature topics/courage

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 1 and 2
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Do you think it was the best decision to leave Jonathan and Abby alone?  What would you have done?  Would you have been afraid?  Explain how Jonathan shows courage and how this makes him seem real.
· Discussion Questions:  1.  Tell about the relationship between Jonathan and Abby.  2.  Did the author do anything to foreshadow that an earthquake might happen?  3.  Discuss the characters—what type of personality do you think they might have?  Do we know enough about them at this point?  

Writing Connection:  Write about someone you know who has a disability.  Tell how you feel about this person and why.  If you don’t know anyone, then describe what it might be like to have paralyzed legs like Abby.  How would this change your life?
Title:____EathquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic

Teaching Point: Readers develop a point of view of the characters


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


Jonathan and Abby are alone and survive an earthquake.  Jonathan helps them survive by finding shelter beside a big tree.  We also find out a little more information about Moose.  Currently both kids seem fine, but will the escape the woods?  Read to find out!

Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) p.20 – jarring, p. 25 – hysterical, p. 28 – empathy, p.34 – hoist 

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers develop a point of view of the characters

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 3 and 4
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Do you think Jonathan and Abby relate to each other in a true “brother/sister” relationship?  What are you thinking about their personalities?  Has this changed since the first two chapter?  Why? Why not?

· Discussion Questions:  1.  Summarize these two chapters.  2.  Describe your mental picture as you read, especially when you read “He stepped forward, with the sun filtering through the trees…”.  Talk about what this might look like.  What do you see when you visualize filtering?  3.  What made you stop and wonder?  


Writing Connection:  Predict—do you think Mr. and Mrs. Palmer made it off the island?  Why or why not?  Be sure to connect your thinking with evidence from the text.
Title:____EathquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic

Teaching Point: Readers use comprehension strategies as they read


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


Jonathan and Abby take time to eat lunch and discuss how great it will be to get back to the camper.  Jonathan makes promises to Abby in order to keep her happy and not focused on their sticky situation.  Something happens next to make Jonathan want to cry…  

Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) p. 40 – anticipating, p. 41 – huckleberries, p. 47 – cedar boughs 

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers use comprehension strategies as they read

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 5 and 6
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

After Jonathan finds their camper and sees that it is smashed, what can you infer about where they will stay?  What will they eat? Drink?  Did he do the right thing by telling Abby?  

Take a few minutes and find another example where you, as the reader, have to make an inference.

· Discussion Questions:  1.  What does Jonathan do when he decides to leave Abby by herself?  2.  Do you agree with his decision?  3.  When he doesn’t find his parents or their car, what does he think?  4.  Does his thinking change when he finds the bridge?  


Writing Connection:  Write about a time when you had to be responsible.  (For a sibling, pet, chore, etc.)  Did you have to make your decisions?  If so, how did that make you feel?  If not, did you agree with the decision that was made for you?  Which is better…having someone tell you what do you or making your own choices?
Title:____EathquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic

Teaching Point: Students discuss mature topics/death and courage

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Not only does Jonathan discover that there is no way off the island because the bridge is destroyed, he then discovers the island is flooding.  Terror grips him when he sees the water, realizes how quickly it’s moving and remembers that Abby can’t swim!
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) p. 55 – impassable, p. 58 – flourish, p. 61 – lash some saplings together 

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Students discuss mature topics/death and courage

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 7 and 8
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Why does Jonathan need to stop himself from thinking?  What made him panic?  This is the first time Jonathan has considered the fact that he and Abby may not make it off the island alive…Why is this now a concern?
· Discussion Questions:  1.  Do we know how old they are?  2.  Why is Abby paralyzed?  Has the author let us know about her accident?  3.  Jonathan has some great thoughts that brings hope to their situation, describe what he is thinking.  4.  Why does Jonathan sing with Abby?

Writing Connection:  Abby doesn’t think she can climb onto the big redwood tree.  Write about a time when you thought you couldn’t do something.  Tell what it was like.  Were you successful?  How did you feel?  If you failed, what was the result and what did you think?
Title:____EathquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic

Teaching Point: Readers develop a point of view of the characters/ characters change


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

The situation takes a drastic turn in the next chapters.  Jonathan and Abby are trees like horses, and they are no longer on solid ground.  The trees are boats!  They are now floating down stream.  Read to find out what happens to Moose.  Will he survive?  Will Jonathan and Abby survive?
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) p. 71 – alder, p. 79 – astonishment, p. 84 – annoyance 
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers develop a point of view of the characters/ characters change

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 9 and 10
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Has either character changed?  Why does Jonathan keep singing?  Does this help?  Has Abby changed?  Do you still view them as brave?  How does the author help us connect with these two characters?  Does Abby make you feel any emotions?
· Discussion Questions:  1.  How does Jonathan convince Abby to pretend the tree is a boat?  2.  Does she name it?  Does this help?  3.  How does the author attempt to bring in a bit of humor?  4.  Jonathan is worried again, about what?  5.  What do they see as they pass Beaverville?

Writing Connection:  Students will research famous earthquakes or floods.
·  Where did it happen?

· When did it occur?

· Describe what happened/how much destruction.

· Did rebuilding take place?

· Other key information.
Title:____EathquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic

Teaching Point: Readers notice how the author used craft to make the characters real


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


The story now lets us know what happens to the parents.  As readers we know they made it across the bridge, and we find out how they are feeling about leaving the kids alone.  We also discover how they respond to the earthquake and Mrs. Palmer’s ankle.  Something awful happens!

Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) p. 88 – exertion, p. 90 – evacuate, p. 93 – flotsam

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)---- The book will backtrack to Mr. and Mrs. Palmer just as the earthquake begins.  Readers will learn their side of the story.  At this point, the chapters will jump around.

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers notice how the author used craft to make characters real

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 11 and 12
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Describe actions by the characters that make them seem real to you.  Are there any phrases or words used by the author that help them seem real?  Can you make connections to them?  Share.

· Discussion Questions:  1.  What are some of the concerns that go through Jonathan’s mind after he get separated from Abby?  2.  How does Jonathan realize that he CAN stay alive?  3.  What happens when Mr. Palmer finds a house? Tries to help with a fire, and meets Kenny?


Writing Connection:  Pretend you are the author—What happens next?  Write the first two paragraphs of the next chapter.  Then explain your thinking and why you chose this path.
Title:____EathquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic

Teaching Point: Readers discuss mature topics/courage, death and judgement


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


Mr. Palmer tries to get help, but it’s dark outside and he might need to wait for daylight to search for his children.  Mr. Palmer hears some stressful news.  Meanwhile, both Jonathan and Abby fight for their lives.

Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) p. 103 – antagonism, p. 104 – regulations, p. 105 – periodically, 

p. 111 - muzzle

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)---- Chapters rotate to focus on both sides of the story.

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers discuss mature topics/courage, death and judgement 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 13 and 14
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Tell about Abby’s courage.  OR…was it?  Some might say she just made a stupid decision to leave her “Charlotte boat”.  What are your thoughts about Jonathan and his decision to swim to shore?  Courage?

Is Mr. Palmer being judged by someone because of leaving the children alone on the island?  What are your thoughts.  

· Discussion Questions:  1.  How does Mr. Palmer react to the news that he will need to wait until daylight to hunt for the children?  2.  Describe how Moose reacts to Jonathan’s current situation.


Writing Connection:  Respond in writing to: “A woman in the line grumbled… ‘He leaves his handicapped six-year old alone and then wants special treatment to find her’.  Describe why someone might say this.  How does this make you feel?  Was it a fair statement?
Title:____EathquakeTerror___________Level:___X__ISBN:978-0-545-33733-5 Publisher:  Scholastic

Teaching Point: Readers understand complex themes and apply them to their own lives

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


The story comes to an end, but not before a frantic search for Abby.  Moose becomes a hero and the family finally reunites in the hospital.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) p. 117 – crevices, p. 118 – debris, p. 130 – gurney 

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)---- Chapters rotate to focus on both sides of the story.

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers understand complex themes and apply them to their own lives. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  READ—Chapter 15 and 16
Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How did never giving up and always staying positive play a key role in this story?  How can this kind of determination be applied in your own life?  Will it/can it make a difference?  
· Discussion Questions:  1.  Why do the rescue men think it’s useless to hunt for Jonathan and Abby?  2.  What happens when Abby hears the helicopter?  3.  Other than Moose helping to save Jonathan, what else happened medically to save him?

Writing Connection:  Write a book recommendation.  Tell about the story and why others should read it.  Use details from the text as a way to entice others to read it.
