Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Maniac MaGee         Level: W          ISBN: 0-590-45203-7      Publisher: Scholastic     Chapters 1-5



Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This book is titled “Maniac McGee.” Maniac is a child that kids are always talking about. He could run fast, jump high and untie knots. However, he is best known for helping kids who are black and live on the East End or white and live on the West End. I am going to read the “Before Story” to you. Now you will read chapters 1-5. You will meet Maniac (Jeffrey) and find out what happened to his parents. You will also find out why he ran away. Maniac will make a few appearances. He will meet Amanda Beale on the East End and then Maniac will go to the West End and help rescue a child from Finsterwald’s yard.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) trestle (p.5) suspicious (p.10) hoisters (17)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about characters and how they develop. Today as you are reading, mark a spot in your book where you learned some information about Maniac and what he is like as a person.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you are learning about Maniac as a person…

What parts in the book did you mark where you learned about Maniac and what he is like…

Talk what happened to his parents and why he ran away from his Aunt and Uncle. 

Were you surprised that he was living on his own?

Turn to page 10. Amanda was surprised to see Maniac on the East End. Why? 

Assignment:

Title: Maniac MaGee         Level: W         ISBN: 0-590-45203-7      Publisher: Scholastic     Chapters 6-10



Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned about Maniac so far. Today Maniac will continue to make appearances. You will meet Mrs. Pickwell. Maniac will show up at the baseball field. You will meet a boy named John McNab. John McNab is in charge of a group called the cobras and they are going to seek revenge on Maniac.  You will find out how Maniac gets his name.  Then in the last chapter you will meet Mar Bars. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) pandemonium (25) instincts (31)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about characters and how they develop throughout the story. Pay attention to Maniac, John McNab and Mars Bar.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you read today…

Talk about the Pickwells. 

I am wondering what you learned about John McNab and Mars Bar.

Let’s reread page 32 together. What are we learning about the East and West ends?

Assignment

Title: Maniac MaGee         Level: W         ISBN: 0-590-45203-7      Publisher: Scholastic
        Chapters:
11-13

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned  the previous chapters. Amanda Beale’s book was ruined but Maniac still had to return it. You will read how Amanda will stand up to Mars Bar. Maniac will meet Amanda’s family. You will find out how Maniac finally gets a home. You will also read about how Maniac fit into his new home. At the end of chapter 13, you will find out what Maniac is allergic to. It is pretty surprising! Today you will read chapters 11-13. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) cringed (38) solemnly (42) blotches (48)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers use comprehension strategies as they read. Today as you read, mark a place in the text where you used a strategy to help you understand the text.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you read today…

Share the place in the text that you marked and how it helped you understand…

I wonder how Amanda stood up to Mars Bar…

Lets talk about Maniac’s new home…

Explain how Maniac was accepted at the Beale’s house…

Based on what we know about the East End in your opinion will Maniac be accepted? 


Assignment:

Title: Maniac MaGee     Level: W     ISBN: 0-590-45203-7    Publisher: Scholastic       Chapters: 14-16


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in previous chapters. Maniac is now living with the Beales and he loves his new life. Today we will read chapters 14-16. Maniac will play football and surprise everyone by his ability. His fame will spread all over the East End.  All kids will want to come and see Maniac. You will also find out what Maniac enjoys reading the most. Then in chapter 16 the author explains to us that Maniac is “blind.” This does not mean that he cannot see. As you read today, see if you can figure out what Maniac is “blind” towards. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) solitude (50) converged (51) vacant (52)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer meaning. As you read today, you will need to use the clues in the story to figure out what the author means when he says that Maniac is “blind.” Write your thoughts down. Use evidence from the text to support your thoughts. 


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you read today…

I’m wondering why Maniac wanted to keep his name “Jeffrey”… p. 53

I wonder why some of the kids would leave the field with “broken hearts”…

Lets talk about what the author meant when he referred to Maniac as “blind.” I’m wondering what your evidence is…


Assignment:

Title: Maniac MaGee     Level: W     ISBN: 0-590-45203-7    Publisher: Scholastic       Chapters: 17-20


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in previous chapters. Today Maniac will see the dislike that is happening around him. Many people are outside today because it is a hot day. Maniac begins to hear them calling him names. You will find out how he reacts to these names. Then Amanda and Maniac will argue. Amanda will say something very hurtful to Maniac. Then you will read about Cobble’s Knot. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) wiseacre (65) publicize (68) routes (72)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer the themes in a story. As you read think about what the theme of the story may be so far. Then write down the theme and include evidence from the text in your writing. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you read today…

Talk about how Maniac was treated…

Reread the bottom of page 65. How was Maniac really feeling about the hurt he felt?

Talk about Cobblers Knot. How did Maniac approach the challenge? What prize was offered?

Let’s share what we wrote about the theme.


Assignment:

Title: Maniac MaGee     Level: W     ISBN: 0-590-45203-7    Publisher: Scholastic       Chapters: 21-24


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in previous chapters. Today you will read chapters 21-24. You will learn how long the knot was that Maniac untied. Maniac will decide that he does not want to hurt the Beales any longer and he will head out of town. You will read about where he will live next. An old man named Grayson will find Maniac. Grayson lives on the West End. You will find out what Grayson’s occupation is and where he lives. Grayson will also ask Maniac about why he is not in school. Then Grayson will ask Maniac about what it was like to live on the East End. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) band shell (81) recognition (86)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers discuss mature topics. As you read today, think about the questions that Grayson is asking Maniac about the East End. Mark a place in your book where Grayson is asking these questions. Write down your thinking and be ready to share it with the group! 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you read today…

Where did Grayson find Maniac? 

Talk about what you learned about Grayson and his life…

Share the spot you marked and your thinking

Have you heard of the word ignorance? How does it apply to Grayson?


Assignment:

Title: Maniac McGee       Level: W       ISBN: 0-590-45203-7   Publisher: Scholastic    Chapters 25-27

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in the previous chapters. Grayson will tell Maniac about how he played in the Minors. He will tell several stories about his life. Grayson still really wants Maniac to go to school. Grayson learns that Maniac loves to read. Grayson will ask Maniac to teach him how to do something. I think you will be surprised. Grayson will then tell a very sad story about what his life was like as he grew up. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) superintendent (93) sleazy (94)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers compare and contrast characters. As you read today, think about how Grayson and Maniac are alike and different. Make a chart to share with the group. Be ready to explain your thoughts. 


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about the story Grayson told Maniac about being a rookie and eating at the Blue Star…

I am wondering about what you learned about Grayson’s life growing up…

What was Grayson’s teacher and parents like?

Let’s talk about why Grayson wanted Maniac to go to school…

How was Maniac helping Grayson?

Let’s talk about how Grayson and Maniac are similar and different…


Assignment:

Title: Maniac McGee       Level: W       ISBN: 0-590-45203-7   Publisher: Scholastic    Chapters 28-31


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in the previous chapters. Maniac was teaching Grayson how to read. Today you will read chapters 28-31. You will notice that their friendship is growing stronger. They will spend Thanksgiving and Christmas together. You will find out how creative Grayson and Maniac are as they prepare for the holidays. Then you will be shocked when you read the end of chapter 31. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) homier (104) deputized (106) acquaintanceship (110)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers use comprehension strategies as they read. Today as you read, mark two places and write about visualization, inference, important fact or question you had. Be ready to share these places with the group.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you were reading today…

I am wondering how Grayson and Maniac were creative in preparing for the holidays…

What did they give each other for Christmas…

Let’s share the places that you marked…

Talk about how the chapter ended. Where will Maniac go from here?


Assignment:

Title: Maniac McGee       Level: W       ISBN: 0-590-45203-7   Publisher: Scholastic    Chapters 32-34


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in the previous chapters. Today you will read about Grayson’s funeral. It is not a normal funeral. I think you will be very disappointed. Maniac will then begin running again and he will be homeless. You will read about how he will survive. You will meet two new characters in chapter 34. You will meet Screecher and Missing Tooth. Their real names are Piper and Russell. You will find out how these boys are related to John McNab. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) pallbearers (116) mourner (116)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers pay attention to details. There are a lot of new details in these chapters. As you read today, write down what happened at the funeral and how these boys are related to McNab.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you were reading today…

What was so disturbing about the funeral and the pallbearers? 

I am wondering how Maniac was surviving being homeless…

Describe Piper and Russell. How are they related to McNab? 

What questions do you have after reading today?


Assignment:

Title: Maniac McGee       Level: W       ISBN: 0-590-45203-7   Publisher: Scholastic    Chapters 35-38

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in the previous chapters. We ended our reading yesterday by learning that Russell and Piper were McNab’s brothers. Today McNab will invite Maniac into his house. Maniac calls the house “amazing.” You will read why. You will also meet McNab’s dad. Maniac will make several deals with Russell and Piper to get them to go to school. Finsterwald’s house will also come back up. Then Maniac will be challenged to go to the East End. Chapter 38 will end with a race between Mars Bar and Maniac. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) lambasting (129) nonchalantly (133) perilous (142)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers think about the most important ideas in the text. As you read today, think about the most important events that happened in these chapters. Write them down. You should have one event for each chapter. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you were reading today… What was important?

I am wondering why Maniac called the McNab house amazing. 

Turn to page 135. Let’s reread this page. Why do you think Maniac says “Who’s the orphan here anyway?” 

How did Maniac get the kids to go to school?

Let’s talk about the race between Maniac and Mars Bar…


Assignment:

Title: Maniac McGee       Level: W       ISBN: 0-590-45203-7   Publisher: Scholastic    Chapters 39-41

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in the previous chapters. We ended our reading yesterday with the race between Mars Bar and Maniac. Maniac was also welcomed into the Beales house. However, as you read today, Maniac will slip out of the Beales house. Maniac will return to the McNab’s house and find that they are putting cement blocks in it. They are afraid that the East End might revolt. You will read about the strange ideas they have. You will read about why Maniac will not abandon Russell and Piper. By the end of chapter 40, Hester and Lester will make Maniac mad! Maniac will make one more deal with them.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) ecstatic (149) revolt (151) abandon (155)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers think about the deeper meanings in the text. As you read today, think about Lester and Hester and why Maniac is so committed to them. Write your response down using evidence from the text. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you were reading today… What was important?

I am wondering how the McNab’s were preparing their house for a revolt…

Turn to page 155. Let’s reread this page. Why does Maniac not want to abandon Lester and Hester? Share what you wrote along with your evidence. 

What did Hester and Lester do that caused Maniac to get very angry and run away?


Assignment:

Title: Maniac McGee       Level: W       ISBN: 0-590-45203-7   Publisher: Scholastic    Chapters 42-45

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was learned in the previous chapters. We ended our reading yesterday with Maniac bringing Mars Bar to the McNab’s party. Knowing what you know about the MacNabs—do you think this is a good choice? Today we will finish the book. You will learn about what happened at the party and how Mars Bar and Maniac feel. Pay attention to what one of the Cobras does to Mars Bar. Piper and Russell will get in some trouble on the trestle, and Maniac will not save them. You will find out the reason as you read. I think you will be surprised by who ended up saving the boys. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) voltage (149) trestle (173) 


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers think about the theme of a story. What lesson could the author be trying to teach us? Think about that as you read today, and write it down to share. Include evidence from the text! 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned as you were reading today… What was important?

I am wondering what happened at the party. How was Mars Bar treated?

Let’s talk about what happened with Lester and Hester. I am wondering why Maniac would not save them from the trestle.  Who ended up saving them?

Share what you wrote down for the theme of this book. Share your evidence.  


Assignment:

