Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:   Freak the Mighty            Level:  W           ISBN: 0439286069             Publisher:  Scholastic           Day 1

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

*Have students examine front cover and read the back.

Summary:  Two boys – a slow learner stuck in the body of a teenage giant and a tiny Einstein in leg braces forge a unique friendship when they pair up to create one formidable human force.  Max Kane is the narrator of the story.  In the first two sentences Max states, “I never had a brain until Freak came along and let me borrow his for a while, and that’s the truth, the whole truth.  The Unvanquished Truth.”  But it is not until the novel’s final page that we learn why and how Max wrote a book about the adventures of Freak the Mighty.

In today’s reading, we meet Max who is learning disabled and very large and Kevin who is incredibly intelligent and severely handicapped.  Max lives with his grandparents.  He and Kevin had known each other in day care and meet again the summer before 8th grade when Kevin and his mom move down the way from Max.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) 
unvanquished (p. 1) – to be undefeatable


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
mastodons (p. 6) – prehistoric furry elephants







fiend (p. 7) – a wicked or malicious person







propulsion (p. 13) – the action of moving forward

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
On a sticky note, write down character traits of both Max and Kevin.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)    **Read chapters 1-3

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Who is the narrator of this story? (Max) Why was he called kicker for a while? (he kicked anyone who touched him)  Who does Max live with? (Grim & Gram – his grandparents) Who is Him? (his father) Have you inferred anything about him?  How do you think his grandparents feel about him? (seem to treat him as if he’s dangerous) Why does Max go over to Kevin’s backyard? (to help him get his ornithopter out of the tree)  Describe their encounter.  Why was chap. 3 called “American Flyer”? (that’s how Max gets him back to his house) Why does Max take Kevin to see the “down under”? (he thought it would be easier to show him where he lives than explain it to him)  


Assignment:

Title: Freak the Mighty               Level: W          ISBN:                                Publisher:                              Day 2


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 4-6

While in the “down under,” Kevin tells Max about King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Tables.  Gwen searches for Kevin and quickly takes him home after seeing Max.  Gwen later invites Max over for supper and they all have a great time.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)
 bulkhead (p. 15) – a framework w/ a sloping door giving access to a cellar


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
sobriquet (p.15) – a nickname







demeanor (p.15) – behavior toward others







postulate (p. 16) – to assume or claim as true

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Why do you think Gwen reacted the way she did when she found Freak in the basement w/ Max?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)  **Read chapters 4-6
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Why does Kevin refer to his mom as the “Fair Gwen of Air”? (after Guinevere from the legend of King Arthur)

Why is Kevin so interested in King Arthur & the Knights of the Round Table? (he says that knights were the 1st human version of robots) How does Kevin feel about TV? (he considers it like a drug)  How does he say one finds the truth? (by reading books) Why is chap. 5 entitled “Spitting Image?” (Max looks like Him) How do you think Kevin feels about looking like his father?  Why does Gwen want to have Max over for dinner? (she feels badly about how she acted when she picked up Kevin) At dinner, how can you tell Gwen is nervous? (she’s “smooshing” her words together and bouncing around the kitchen) Why is this 4th of July special to Max & Kevin? (it’s the 1st time they get to go w/o adults) Who gives the boys a difficult time when they are on their way to the millpond? (Tony D. and his gang) What stops them? (police sirens) Why does Max put Kevin on his shoulders and how does Kevin react to the gesture?  (Freak (Kevin) can’t see; he loves it!)


Assignment:

Title: Freak the Mighty                       Level: W              ISBN:                            Publisher:                        Day 3


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 7-9

After the fireworks display, Kevin is still on Max’s shoulders when they notice Tony D. & his punks approaching them.  Kevin directs Max to the millpond & alerts the roving police car.  When asked to identify themselves, Kevin states they are “Freak the Mighty.”  Grim & Gram are impressed w/ Max’s heroism & treat him differently.  Every morning following the 4th of July, Kevin enters the “down under” to wake Max up w/ an idea of a quest for Freak the Mighty.  Max & Kevin go on a quest to the Medical Research building at the hospital.  Kevin tells Max that research effort is being made to give him a human robotic body.  Max is sworn to not divulge his secret.

**Explain bionics (book published in 1993)

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)

perspective (p. 34) – point of view


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
trajectory (p. 34) – a path along through which something travels

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Why do you think Grim and Gram treat Max differently after the adventure with the bullies? (inference) - (they start believing that maybe he isn't bad like his dad)


During Reading: (10-15 min.)  **Read chapters 7-9
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How does Kevin get Max to move? (kicks, steers, & shouts as one would direct a horse) Where do they go to get about from Blade (Tony D.) and his punks? (into the millpond) Describe the encounter. How do they get out of the pond? (the police use ropes and pull them out) When asked for their names, what does Kevin reply? (Freak the Mighty-the "birth" of their moniker)  How do Grim and Gram respond to the boy's adventure? (proud of Max - start treating him differently) How does Kevin change Max's summer routine? (start going on quests)  What does Kevin keep in his knapsack? (dictionary) What is their 1st quest destination in chap. 9?(Medical Research building)  Why? (Kevin tells Max he's going to be the 1st bionically improved human)  What are your thoughts on this?


Assignment:

Title:   Freak the Mighty                       Level: W                  ISBN:                       Publisher:                Day 4


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 10-12

On their 2nd quest, the boys go in search of a treasure in the sewer at 3a.m.  They find a wallet w/ an ID card belonging to Loretta Lee and plan on returning it to her at the New Testaments (where they live).  Loretta is married to Iggy Lee, an old friend of Killer Kane.  The boys are frightened but are not harmed.  While at school, Gwen arranges for the boys to be in the same class.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)

optimum (p. 56) – best, peak


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
dungarees (p. 56) – work pants or overalls







fealty (p. 58) – loyalty







damsel (p. 62) – maiden, lady







tenements (p. 63) - apartments

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Draw how you visualize the New Testaments.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)
    **Read chapters 10-12
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What else happened over the summer? (Max continued to grow) Describe their quest to retrieve the “treasure” from the storm drain. (they wore black, went at 3 am, Kevin dressed as Darth Vader, they retrieve a ratty purse)

How did the purse come to be there? (Kevin saw Tony D. shove it down there) Describe the boys meeting with Iggy Lee and Loretta.  What new information did you learn about Killer Kane? (in jail for life - name is Kenny) What information did you learn about Kevin's dad?  (he left as soon as he heard "birth defect") Why did Kevin make Gwen convince the people at school to allow the boys to be in the same class?  (he said it would be good to have someone help him get around)  Why does Gram agree to it?  (she said nothing else has worked for Max) What happens to make the whole class start chanting "Freak the Mighty!"? (Kevin climbs on Max's shoulders and tells them what they do and starts chanting and the class follows)

Assignment:

Title:   Freak the Mighty                  Level: W                       ISBN:                          Publisher:           Day 5


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 13-14

Max is called into Mrs. Addison (the principal's) office on Oct. Friday the 13th.  She gives him information about his father that he doesn't like.  He gets hysterical and has to be calmed down by Mrs. Addison and the school nurse. 

At lunch, Kevin has a problem and is rushed to the hospital.  He is released, and everything goes well until Christmas vacation.  

Words/Text Layout:


American chop suey - (p. 80) - American pasta dish w/ macaroni & beef


*New or important words (V)

dyslexic (p. 81) - neurological disorder that impairs a person's 






ability to read


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
gruel - (p. 86) - a thin porridge

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

(inference) Why do you think Max reacts as he does to the news from Mrs. Addison?  What are your thoughts about Killer Kane at this time?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)     **Read chapters 13-14
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What does Mr. Meehan (Max's reading skills tutor) think about Max's reading ability?  (he doesn't have a learning problem…he's just lazy) What does Mrs. Addison tell Max about his father? (he's wants to see him)  What does Mrs. Addison promise him? (she'll make it clear to the parole board that Max doesn't want to see him) What is Kevin's health problem?  (he's growing on the outside but not on the inside) What do Grim and Gram fight about?  (getting a gun) What does Max promise Grim? (he won't go outside the next few days)


Assignment:

Title:  Freak the Mighty                   Level:  W     ISBN:                               Publisher:                         Day 6


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 15-17

Kevin and Gwen join Max and his grandparents for dinner and a gift exchange on Christmas Eve.  Kevin gives Max a special gift.  Read to find out what happens later that night….

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)

dysfunctional (p. 109) - socially impaired


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
injustice (p. 112) - an unfair act

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

(synthesizing) What are your thoughts about Killer Kane after reading these chapters?  Have they changed?  Why or why not?  Cite text evidence.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

**Read chapters 15-17
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Describe the box Max's present from Kevin was in. (pyramid-shaped, Kevin made it, you press something and all 4 sides open up) What happens Christmas Eve night?  (Killer Kane comes for Max) Is Max surprised to see him? (no - p.101) Where does Killer Kane take Max? (the New Testaments - - to Iggy and Loretta) Where does Iggy take Max and his father? (to a vacant apt.) What does Killer Kane do to Max? (ties him up) Why does he tell him he does that? (he says Max may run away because he doesn't know his father) What sorts of things does Max's father talk about with him?  (he says he sent Max presents and letters but Grim and Gram threw them away because they didn't like how he looked, says he didn't kill his mom, says people were mean and injustices were done to him)  Does max believe him?  Do you believe him?  Why?  Use text evidence.


Assignment:

Title:   Freak the Mighty                           Level: W                ISBN:            Publisher:                Day 7


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 18-20
Loretta and Iggy come by, separately, to visit and Iggy tells Killer Kane that the police knocked on his door looking for Max.  Killer moves Max to a burned-out building and hides in the basement.  He ties Max up then goes back upstairs. Read to find out what happens next…

Words/Text Layout:



redeemed (p. 118) - recovered, reclaimed


*New or important words (V)

illiterate (p. 118) - unable to read or write


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
accommodations (p. 124) - lodging; where someone stays

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Cite text evidence that shows to us Killer hasn't really changed.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

**Read chapters 18-20
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Who came down the stairs in the building to help Max? (Loretta) What information does she divulge to Max? (Iggy is upstairs trying to distract Killer, while she unties Max…there are police surrounding the building; she also tells Max that Killer isn't as nice as she thought maybe he was)  After Loretta unties Max and she reaches for a flashlight, what happens? (Killer Kane grabs her and starts strangling her) As Max tries to get Killer to release Loretta, what does he finally say that causes Killer to let go? ("I saw you do it. I saw you kill my mother.")  Describe their ensuing conversation.  (Killer tells Max he's been brainwashed, but Max reveals details that prove he remembers)  Then what does Killer start doing to Max?  (strangling him)  Who comes to the rescue? (Kevin) Where is he? (he rolled down through the cellar window and into a pile of coal) What does Kevin tell him? (he has a squirt gun w/ sulfuric acid in it) What's really in it? (soap, vinegar, and curry powder)  What happens when he squirts it at Killer?  (he screams and starts rubbing his eyes)  How does the chapter end? (Max grabs Kevin and runs out…a bunch of police are there) How's Loretta? (still breathing)


Assignment:

Title:  Freak the Mighty                Level: W          ISBN:                         Publisher:                      Day 8 


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 21-23

Killer Kane makes a deal and pleads guilty so Max won't have to testify against him.  Kevin turns 13 two days after school is out for the summer.  During his birthday party, he has a seizure and is rushed to the hospital.  Max visits Kevin.  Kevin gives Max a blank book and tells Max to write a book about all of the adventures of Freak the Mighty.  

Words/Text Layout:


violation (p. 136) - failure to follow the rules


*New or important words (V)
genetic aberration (p137) - being different from the norm due to genetics



*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
neanderthals (p.142) - cavemen







prodigy (p. 143) – a highly talented child





tracheotomy (p. 149) - surgically making a hole in the trachea to allow breathing





manifestation (p. 149) - appearance


Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

What are your thoughts on Max and his new, improved bionic body?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

**Read chapters 21-23
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did the newspapers start calling Loretta Lee (the Heroic Biker Babe) How badly was Loretta hurt?  (cracked bone in her neck, but will be ok) Because Gram is so worried, where does she have Max sleep the rest of Christmas vacation? (upstairs on the foldout) Where does Kevin continue to go…in fact more often? (medical research facility) Why? Who is an accident of nature? (Killer Kane) What is Max worried about? (ending up like his father when he grows up) What happens when Kevin and Grim are playing 3-D chess on the computer Kevin got for his birthday? (he has a seizure) What text evidence pointed to the fact that Kevin wasn’t feeling well?  (wasn’t eating) Why does Kevin’s voice sound funny and whistley when he speaks? (he had a tracheotomy) How does Kevin respond to Max’s question about when he will be coming home? (says he won’t be…he’s getting his “special operation” to get his bionic body) Do you think Max believes him?  Why or why not? 


Assignment:

Title: Freak the Mighty                              Level: W              ISBN:                   Publisher:                  Day 9


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 24-25 and “Freak’s Dictionary”

Max returns to the hospital to visit Kevin.  Read to find out how the story ends….

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)

terminology (p. 157) – vocabulary; wording


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
admittance (p. 157) – to allow in

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance\
What is the connection between what we have just read and Max’s book?  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

**Read 24-25 and “Freak’s Dictionary”
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Why did Max run to the medical research building? (he goes to visit Kevin and the nurses start crying when he asks about him – he yells, “no way!” and runs to the medical building hoping to find Kevin there) What does he do when he gets there? (breaks through one set of doors and tries to another until he is stopped by police) What does Dr. Spivak tell him about Kevin? (she had told Kevin about his disease at a young age –he researched it, realized he wasn’t going to live very long, and made up the “bionic body” story…probably to give himself something to hope for) What surprising thing does Tony D. do? (told him it was a shame what had happened) How did Max react? (blew up, threatened him, and they’re enemies again) Where did Loretta tell Max Gwen is? (moved to CA and has a new boyfriend)  What prompted Max to write the book as Kevin had asked him to do? (Loretta asked him what he’d been up to…he replied “nothing”..she told him “Nothing is a drag, kid.  Think about it.”)  What did Max decide he might do now that he’s written about his adventures?  (read books) 


Assignment

