
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:__Esperanza Rising          Level:____V___ISBN:_______0-439-57617-2__Publisher:__Scholastic__ 

Assignment:  1924 and Grapes 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
Book Overview 

Esperanza believed her life would be wonderful forever.  She would always live on her family’s ranch in Mexico.  She would always 

have fancy dresses and a beautiful home filled with servants.  Papa and Abuelita would always be with her.  But a sudden tragedy 

shatters her world and Esperanza and Mama flee to California, where they settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers.  Esperanza isn’t 

ready for the hard labor, financial struggles brought on by the Great Depression, and lack of acceptance she now faces.  When Mama 

gets sick, and a strike for better working conditions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her 

difficult circumstances because Mama’s life and her own depend on it.   

1924 and Grapes 

Esperanza lives wither mother and father on a ranch in Mexico.  Her father is a kind, wealthy farmer who is loved by all.  One day 

Esperanza pricks her finger on a rose thorn which is believed to mean bad luck.  As it turns out bad luck comes her way and leads to 

one of the worst days of her life.   

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 1 arbors-type of shrub 

     pg 1 tendril-viny part of a plant 

     pg 4 scythe-sharp curved blade used for cutting tall grasses or weeds 

     pg 6 reaping- harvesting plants 

     pg 9 premonition-a feeling of anxiety or worry 

     pg 21 candelabra- candle holder 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Many Spanish words or phrases are used but they always give you a way of 

figuring out what they mean.  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
Authors often use foreshadowing in their writing.  Foreshadowing means they give you clues that something is going to happen later 

in the book.  In today’s text you can sense as the chapter progresses that something bad will happen.  As you read today take notice of 

the foreshadowing the author uses.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
1.  How is Esperanza’s relationship with her parents? 

2.  What foreshadowing does the author use to indicate something bad might happen? 

3.  How does Esperanza celebrate her birthday? 

4.  Compare Esperanza’s family and Alfonso and Hortensia’s family? 

5.  How is Papa different than Tio Marco and Tio Luis? 

6.  How did Esperanza know her father had died? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Make an inference about what you think happened to Papa. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:__Esparenza Rising  Level:____V___ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment:  Papayas 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Esperanza and her family spend the next few days with papa’s funeral activities.  Esperanza and her mother are 

overwhelmed with grief and don’t know what they are going to do without papa.  One day the lawyer comes to 

settle papa’s money matters.  Esperanza’s uncle receives the land and mama receives the house and the money 

from the grapes.  Her uncle wants to buy the house from mama.  When she says no, he gets angry and claims to 

do whatever it takes to get what he wants.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 26 bouquet- a bunch of flowers 

     pg 26 condolences- expressions of sympathy or sorrow 

     pg 26 cordial-friendly 

     pg 29 estate-someone’s property or possessions 

     pg 33 pretentious- exaggeration 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers use context clues to figure out the meaning of unknown words.  As you read, today find 3 

examples of places in the text where the author gives the reader clues to the definitions of unknown words. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  How did Senor Rodriguez react when Esperanza told him her father was dead? 

2.  How does the family pass the days after Papa’s death? 

3.  What did Esperanza mean when she compared her uncles to “la calabaza”? 

4.  Why is the family so angry at Tio Luis? 

5.  Why did Alfonso considering taking his family to the United States? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What do you think life will be like for Esperanza, her mother, and grandmother 

now that Papa is gone and her uncle owns the land?  Support your answer with details from the text.   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Esparanza Rising                  Level:___V____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Figs 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Esperanza is awakened by her mother screaming because the house is on fire.  They rush to get out but can’t 

find Abulita.  Miguel goes in and finds here alive but with an injured foot.  Mama and Esparanza decide that 

they must leave their land and home and go to America with Alfonzo and his family.   

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 49 convent- a religious place where nuns live 

     pg 51 habits- the clothing that a nun wears 

     pg 54 waif- a person who has no friends 

     pg 55 valise-a small piece of luggage 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers look for cause and effect relationships while they read.  As you read today look for 3 cause/effect 

relationships in the chapter.  Write them down in your Reader’s notebook.   

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

1.  Describe the fire? 

2. How does Tio Luis threaten Mama? 

3. Why does Mama decide to go to the United States with Alfonso and his family? 

4. How does Esperanza envision life in California? 

5. Why does the family leave the ranch secretly? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Do you believe Mama and Esperanza made the right decision in leaving for 

America?  Why or why not? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

Title:Esperanza Rising            Level:____V__ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Guavas 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Esperanza, her mother, Alfonso, Miguel, and Hortensia make their way to Senor Rodriguez’s house by foot.  

They then have to hide in a wagon full of guavas so they won’t be seen on the road.  They are very cramped in 

the small hiding space of the wagon.  Then they have to board a train and ride in the car for poor people.  They 

were on the train for 4 days straight.  Esperanza has a hard time being around so many poor people.  She doesn’t 

realize that she is now poor also.   

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 61 renegade- an outlaw 

     pg 64 porter-a person who is hired to carry luggage 

     pg 66 alms-money for the needy 

     pg 66 peasants 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers pay attention to characters and how they change throughout the story.  Pay attention today as you read 

to Esperanza’s actions and write down the changes you see in her in your Reader’s Notebooks.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why are Esperanza and the others in danger when leaving the country? 

2.  How did they pass the time and keep Esperanza calm as they traveled in the wagon? 

3.  What do Mama and Esperanza make for the little girl on the train? 

4.  What was Miguel’s relationship with Papa like? 

5.  Why is the trip to the U.S. important for Miguel’s dream? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Explain how Esperanza is reacting to being poor.  Give at least two details from 

the text to support your answer.   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:Esperanza Rising                Level:___V____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Cantalopes 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

The group arrives at their destination exhausted from their long trip.  Now they have to go through immigration.  

They are extremely nervous while waiting for the immigration to process their paperwork.  Once they made it 

through immigration they have to board another train bound for Los Angeles.  When they arrive in Los Angeles 

they are greeted by Alfonso’s family members.  One family member is Isabel, a girl about Esperanza’s age.  It 

doesn’t appear that these two will really get along very well.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 88 jalopy- an old beat up automobile 

     pg  96 finery- fancy belongings 

     pg 99 tamarisk- a shrub or tree 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers compare and contrast as they are reading.  As you read today make a Venn Diagram in your 

Reader’s Notebook comparing and contrasting Esperanza’s life in Mexico  with her life in America.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why was Esperanza so nervous at immigration?  Why were some people not making it through? 

2.  What sort of living conditions have Alfonso’s family members had in the past?  How will their living 

conditions this year be different? 

3.  Why might Esperanza not be able to hear the Earth’s heartbeat? 

4.  Why does Marta insult Esperanza? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Take the information from your Venn Diagram and write a paragraph 

comparing and contrasting Esperanza’s life in Mexico with her new life in Los Angeles. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Esperanza Rising        Level:_____V__ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment-  Onions 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

They arrive at the camp and find their small cabin.  It has 2 small rooms, just the right size for Esperanza and 

Mama.  However, she soon discovers the cabin is for Alfonso, Hortensia, and Miguel as well.  They receive 

their job assignments.  Esperanza and Isabel will be babysitting the baby cousins, Alfonso and Juan will be 

picking grapes, and Mama, Josefina, and Hortensia will be packing grapes.  Esperanza doesn’t really know how 

to do any of the jobs she is assigned to do, so Isabel has to teach her everything.  The others in camp start to 

make fun of her for not knowing what to do.   

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 101 foreman- the person in charge of a group of workers 

     pg 104  bestowed- presented to 

     pg 110 debris- the remains of something that has been broken or destroyed 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers notice how characters continually change throughout a story.  How is Esperanza changing in the story? 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What does Esperanza think of her new home? 

2.  What does Mama say to Esperanza about how lucky they really are? 

3.  How is Esperanza’s attitude toward being poor beginning to change? 

4.  What does Miguel do when Marta and her friend make fun of Esperanza? 

5.  Why has Miguel decided to work in the fields instead of on trains? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Which job at the camp would you be best at?  Picking grapes, packing grapes, 

or babysitting and house work?  Why do you feel you would be best at that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:    Esperanza Rising    Level:___V____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Almonds 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Miguel and Alfonso have a surprise for Esperanza and her mother.  They built a shrine with a statue and they 

planted some rose plants they brought from Mexico.  Esperanza gets to experience her first fiesta.  Marta is 

there stirring up trouble like she seems to do often.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 123- grotto 

     pg  127- burlap 

     pg  135- shabby 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers develop a point of view toward certain characters.  As you read today pay close attention to Marta and 

how you feel about her.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What was Miguel and Alfonso’s surprise for Esperanza and her mother? 

2.  Why didn’t Esperanza want to go to the fiesta?  What made her change her mind? 

3.  What was Marta rambling on about in the back of the truck? 

4.  What changes are you noticing in Esperanza? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Write a paragraph describing your point of view of Marta.  Support your 

answer with evidence from the text.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:    Esperanza  Rising               Level:__V_____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Plums 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Today is Esperanza’s first day alone with the babies.  She tries hard to do everything the right way, however 

things don’t go very smoothly for her.  Taking care of the babies gets better with time for Esperanza.  Esperanza 

experiences her first dust storm.  She never even knew such a thing existed.  She is at home in the cabin when it 

hits but is extremely worried about her mom and others who are out in the fields.  She hopes that they are safe.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 141 atrocious-  

     pg  156 contagious 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about characters and how they change and develop throughout a story.  Continue to focus on 

Esperanza and how her character is continuously changing.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why did Esperanza think Abulita would be proud of her? 

2.  What is a dust storm? 

3.  How does the dust storm effect the people in the camp? 

4.  What is wrong with Mama? 

5.  Do you think Mama will get better? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  How is Esperanza changing in the story?  Write a paragraph about the changes 

you notice in her from this chapter.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:   Esperanza Rising      Level:__V_____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment-  Potatoes 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Esperanza’s duties now are to take care of her mother.  She doesn’t seem to be getting better and actually has 

gotten worse.  The doctor orders Mama to go to the hospital.  Esperanza decides she needs to work in order to 

make some money because Mama isn’t able to work.  She wishes Abulita were there, she would know what to 

do.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 160 nimble 

     pg  161 skeins 

     pg 161 listless 

     pg 168 bereft 

     pg 170 repatriation 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers notice changes in characters throughout a text.  Once again focus on Esperanza and how she is 

changing.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What “valley” is Esperanza experiencing now? 

2.  What was Esperanza’s plan for going to work? 

3.  What new fear does has Esperanza have for her family because of Marta? 

4.  How is this Christmas different from the others for Esperanza? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What new changes do you notice happening to Esperanza throughout this 

chapter?  Use specific details from the text in your response.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Esperanza Rising      Level:___V____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Avocados  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Esperanza continues working to make money to bring Abulita to America.  Mama has come down with 

pneumonia and Esperanza can’t go visit her for a month.  Esperanza learns how people in Los Angeles really 

view Mexican people.  They view all Mexicans as uneducated, dirty people who can only do jobs that involve 

fieldwork.  Marta appears in the chapter, but this time Esperanza feels sorry for Marta and her circumstances.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 180 taut, pg 180 glycerine, pg 188 indignation, pg 194 squalor 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers develop a point of view toward characters or groups of people as they read.  Focus today on how 

Esperanza and Mexican people are being treated by others.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why was Esperanza putting Avocadoes on her hands? 

2.  What are Marta’s current living conditions like? 

3.  How do people view Mexican people in the Los Angeles area? 

4.  Why would a strike be bad for Esperanza? 

5.  Why did Miguel get a Railroad job? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Do you feel it is fair how people view and treat the Mexican people in Los 

Angeles?  What is your point of view of Esperanza and the other Mexican people she lives with?  Do you think 

there are people in our country who feel the same way about Mexican people today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

Title:        Esperanza Rising             Level:___V____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________\ 

Assignment- Asparagus 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The threat of striking has everyone nervous.  The company has hired guards to protect the workers at their 

workplace.  One day immigration comes to Esperanza’s workplace.  The strikers outside try to run away, but 

some of them are caught and hauled away.  Esperanza then finds herself in a tough situation with Marta.  Does 

she take a risk to help her or turn her in? 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 199 slogans, pg 207 deportation, pg 212 desolate 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers notice internal struggles taking place within a character.  Esperanza has a tough decision to make which 

causes an internal struggle to take place within her.  Look for signs of this struggle as you read today.   

Readers notice internal struggles taking place within a character.  Esperanza has a tough decision to make which 

causes an internal struggle within her. As you read put yourself in her place and think about what decision you 

would make if you were in her place.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why were armed guards protecting Esperanza and the other workers? 

2.  Why do you think the strikers were trying to hurt the workers by putting rats, snakes, razor blades, etc in 

their crates? 

3.  What were the officers going to do with the strikers they caught? 

4.  Why do you think Esperanza chose not to turn Marta in? 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Writing Connection (optional):    If you were Esperanza would you have turned in Marta?  Why or why not?  

What do you think caused Esperanza to make the choice that she did? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

 

Title:           Esperanza Rising Level:____V___ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Peaches 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Isabel is praying that she will be chosen Queen of May at school, even though an American always wins 

regardless of who has the best grades.  Miguel loses his job on the railroad to workers from Oklahoma who 

have agreed to work for less money.  This makes Esperanza really angry.  Esperanza’s mother is doing better 

and will get to come home from the hospital.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 214 alyssum- a plant with small yellow or white flowers 

     pg  218 barracks- a building used for lodging people 

     pg 229 relapse- to fall back into an illness 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers look for themes or life lessons in books.  As the book comes to an end, what themes or lessons do you 

think the author was trying to get across to the readers.  Be thinking about possible themes as you are reading 

today.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Do you think Esperanza was right to talk to Miguel the way she did when he didn’t fight for his job? 

2.  Why does Esperanza give up her doll to Isabel? 

3.  How was the camp for Oklahoma people going to be different than Esperanza’s camp? 

4.  Where do you think Esperanza’s money went? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What ideas for possible themes did you come up with today as you were 

reading?  Write your theme ideas in sentence form and what makes you think that could be a theme.   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_____________________________Level:_______ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
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 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 
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