
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:The Sign of the Beaver  Level:___U____ISBN:0-440-47900-2   Publisher:_____Yearling__________ 

Assignment:  Chapters 1 and 2 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Book Overview:  Matt and his father travel from their home in Massachusetts to where their new home will be in Maine.  They 

build a new cabin for their family.  Then Matt’s father returns to Massachusetts to get the rest of their family, leaving Matt behind to 

defend their new home.  During the time Matt is alone, he has encounters with a local Indian group.  Without the Indians Matt most 

likely wouldn’t have survived to re-unite with his family.   
 

Ch 1-2-  Matt and his father are busy building their cabin on their new land in Maine. Matt’s father leaves to return to their home in 

Massachusetts to bring the rest of the family to Maine.  Matt stays behind to take care of the cabin and the crops his dad helped him 

plant before he left.   
 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)Pg 1 boughs-  a branch of a tree 

     Pg 3 puncheon- a heavy slab of timber 

     Pg 4 blunderbuss- a short musket 

     Pg 4 matchlock- a type of handgun 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings.  As you read today look for 

examples of  Matt’s feelings in different situations.  List 3 examples of Matt’s feelings and what causes the 

feeling, in your Reader’s notebooks.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What gifts did Matt’s father give him before he left? 

2.  Why did Matt’s father leave him alone in the Wilderness? 

3.  Why was it so important for Matt to keep the fire from burning out? 

4.  What advice does Matt’s father give him about relating to Indians? 

5.  Who do you think the unexpected visitor might be? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Do you think you would be able to stay behind like Matt does?  What qualities do you possess that would make 

you able to do this, or Why do you think you wouldn’t be able to do it?  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

Title:_The Sign of the Beaver  ___Level:__U_____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Chapters 3 and 4 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Review what happened in the story yesterday.  In today’s chapters Matt’s unexpected guest arrives and invites 

himself to stay for dinner.   Matt is nervous because he doesn’t want the visitor to know he is there alone.  The 

visitor ends up spending the night, and when Matt awakes the next morning something is missing from the 

cabin and the visitor is gone.  Not long after, Matt returns from fishing and discovers someone or something has 

destroyed items inside the cabin.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)pg 13 pewter- a type of metal 

     pg 15 Penobscots-the name of an Indian tribe 

     pg 16 hemlock-a pine-like tree 

     pg 20 shambles- a type of destruction 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings.  In today’s text Matt will 

experience many different feelings and emotions.  Make a list as you read in your reader’s notebooks of the 

different emotions Matt feels and what causes him to feel that way.   

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why did Matt lie to Ben about his dad? 

2.  What did Ben take from Matt?  Why was the item so important? 

3.  Who or what broke into Matt’s house?  How do we know? 

4.  What item will Matt no longer have?   

5.  What are some feelings Matt had in this section? What caused these feelings inside him? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):What effect to you think the events of these chapters will have on Matt and the 

remainder of his time alone in the wilderness? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:Sign of  the Beaver Level:___U____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Chapters 5,6,7 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Matt finds a beehive in a tree and decides to try get some honey from it to replace his molasses the bear ate.  In 

the process he has an accident and needs to be rescued by Indians.  Matt feels he owes the Indians something for 

saving him but doesn’t have anything to give them.  The Indian has an idea and wastes no time before having 

Matt start working on his payment.   

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 22 scarcely- barely, hardly 

     pg 26 topknot- hair put into a knot or ball on the top of the head 

     pg 28 breechcloth- a type of indian clothing 

     pg 31 incomprehensible- impossible to understand 

     pg 32 heathen- someone who is not religious 

     pg 33 disdainfully- with despite 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) When the Indians speak in the book it is hard to understand what they 

are saying.  You need to really slow down in these parts and try figure out what they are trying to say.   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers analyze the words used in text.  At times you may come across words or language that is difficult 

to understand like the broken English/Indian words used in this section.  As you read today really focus on these 

parts and try to get an understanding of what they are saying by paying attention to what is going on in the 

story.  In your readers notebooks jot down any phrases the Indians say that you can’t figure out what they mean 

and we will talk about them and try figure them out together.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What happens to Matt when he tries to get honey from the beehive? 

2.  Who saved Matt from the fall? 

3.  How did the Indians know where Matt lived? 

4.  How does Matt try to repay the Indians? 

5.  How are the lessons going? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Why is it so important to Saknis that Attean learn to read?  Why do you think 

Attean is so against learning to read? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:Sign of the Beaver   Level:____U___ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Chapters 8,9,10 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Matt gives up on using the Bible to teach Attean and switches to using Robinson Crusoe instead.  Matt is 

curious as to why the rabbits Attean brings him don’t have bullet holes in them.  Attean then shows Matt how 

he hunts rabbits.  Attean later invites Matt to go fishing with him and Matt learns some new fishing tips from 

Attean.  It appears as though they are beginning to get along better. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 37 savage- an uncivilized person 

     pg  38 adz-an axe like tool 

     pg 41 partridge- a type of game bird 

     pg 41 contemptuous- disrespectful 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the characters as they read.  They infer character traits as they read.  Today as you read 

focus on Attean.  How would you describe him?  What evidence do you have to support your thinking?  In your 

readers notebooks, write character traits that describe Attean, and the evidence you have to support your ideas.   

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why does Matt skip sections of Robinson Crusoe? 

2.  Why does Attean think the White man in the story isn’t as smart as an Indian?   

3.  How does Attean hunt rabbits? 

4.  How does Attean fish? 

5.  What does Attean say about Matt’s fishing strategy? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Who is learning more from whom?  Attean from Matt, or Matt from Attean?  

Explain your thinking.   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_The Sign of the Beaver   Level:___U____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment;  Chapters 11,12 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Matt has seven full sticks, so his family should be coming any day.  Attean continues to come most days for his 

lessons.  He hangs around a lot after his lessons and watches Matt do his work.  Attean begins bringing his dog 

along to the lessons.  Matt learns how to identify the hunting grounds of different Indian tribes.  Matt is learning 

so much from Attean, but wishes Attean could be proud of him for something.   

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 53 disposition- mood 

     pg 55 cascades- water that falls over a rock or cliff 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

As readers read, they think about the characters.  How are the characters changing as the story progresses.  

Think back in the book to when we first met Matt and Attean.  How have they changed since then?  What seems 

to be causing these changes?  In your Readers Notebooks, write about some ways Matt and Attean have 

changed, and state what you think the cause of these changes are.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why does Attean’s dog have a strange nose? 

2.  How does Attean’s dog act around Matt? 

3.  What does the Sign of the Beaver mean? 

4.  Why is the sign so important to Attean’s tribe? 

5.  How does Attean find his way around in the woods? 

6.  What was wrong with the bow Matt made? 

7.  How does Attean help Matt with his bow and arrows? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What do you think Matt’s relationship with Attean will be like when his parents 

get there?  Explain your thinking. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

Title:_Sign of the Beaver   Level:___U____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment-  Chapters 13,14,15 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

While walking in the woods, Matt and Attean come across an animal stuck in a white man’s trap.  The boys 

disagree about what they should do with it.  Matt longs for some way he could learn Attean’s respect.  They 

finish Robinson Crusoe, so Matt pulls out the Bible again for the lessons.  Matt and Attean encounter their 

greatest adventure yet!  Matt just might get his chance to earn Attean’s respect after all. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 64 indignant- showing strong displeasure toward something 

     pg  65 scorn- ridicule 

     pg 72 thicket- thick growth of shrubs or bushes 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers pay attention to big ideas in chapters to help them summarize the text.  As you read today pay attention 

to the big ideas of each chapter.  In your Readers Notebooks write 2 big ideas for each chapter that you read. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why wouldn’t Attean free the trapped fox? 

2.  Why did this upset Matt? 

3.  What Bible story was similar to a story Attean knew? 

4.  How did Matt help kill the bear? 

5.  Why did Attean ask for the bear’s forgiveness? 

6.  What upset Matt about the bear kill? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Take the big ideas you wrote in your Reader’s Notebook and combine them 

with connecting and sequence words to create a well written summary of this section.  

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

Title:__Sign of the Beaver   Level:____U___ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment-  Chapters 16, 17 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Attean comes to invite Matt to a feast made from the bear meat.  When Matt arrives at the Indian village he 

feels out of place and overwhelmed.  Attean retells the bear adventure story to the entire tribe.  Matt ends up 

spending the night in Atteans wigwam.  On the trip back home Attean tells Matt how his parents were killed.   

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 76 befallen- to happen to 

     pg 78 stockade- a wall built to offer defense 

     pg 78 pungent- having a strong odor 

     pg 80 clamor- overwhelmingly loud noise 

     pg 81 contortions- twisting movements 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers look for cause and effect relationships in order to better understand text.  As you read today look for 

cause and effect relationships in the text.  Record as least 3 cause and effects in your Reader’s notebooks.   

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What is Matt thinking about his parents at this point in the story? 

2.  How did Matt view Saknis at the Indian Village? 

3.  Why didn’t Attean eat any of the bear? 

4.  How is Attean’s grandparents attitude toward white men different? 

5.  Why will it take Attean a long time to get a gun? 

6.  What happened to Attean’s parents? 

7.  Why can’t Matt go back to the village without Attean? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Make a prediction about what you think will happen in the next section of the 

book.  Your prediction should be at least 3 sentences long.  

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Sign of the Beaver  Level:___U____ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Chapters 18,19 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Matt is beginning to worry about his family.  Matt comes across Attean’s dog stuck in a trap and goes to the 

Indian village to find Attean. With help, Matt returns to try free the dog.  Matt gets another invite to the village 

where he plays games with the boys.  When Attean takes Matt back home, he only goes part way with him.  

Attean thinks Matt can go the rest of the way on his own 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pg 94 blustering- rambling 

     pg 95 relenting- to relax or let up 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers pay attention to big ideas in the text to help them summarize the text.  As you read today pay attention 

to the big ideas of each chapter.  List 2-3 big ideas for each chapter in your Reader’s notebook.   

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  Why is Matt worried about his family? 

2.  What did Matt decide to do about the dog? 

3.  Do you think Attean was really mad at the dog? Why 

4.  Why did Attean’s grandma change her mind about Matt? 

5.  Why did Matt care so much about what the squaws were doing in the village? 

6.  How is Attean’s dog different toward Matt now? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Use your big ideas to write a well written summary of these chapters. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

 

 

Title:_Sign of the Beaver      Level:____U___ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Ch 20, 21, 22 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Attean wants to go on the big hunt with the men of the tribe.  In order to do so though he has to go out into the 

wilderness alone and find his Manitou or spirit.  He explains to Matt that he may be gone for several days until 

he finds it.  Saknis and Attean come to see Matt one day and invite him on the hunt with them.  They are fearful 

that Matt’s family will not arrive and they don’t want him to spend the winter alone.  Matt is torn as to what to 

do.  Does he stay and wait on his family or go with the Indians? 

 

 

Words/Text Layout:   pg 106 solemn- sad 

 *New or important words (V) pg 107- Manitou-spirit 

     pg 110 reproach- to blame or accuse 

     pg 114 boisterous-loud 

     pg 114 comradeship- friendship   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings.  In today’s text Matt and Attean 

will experience many different feelings and emotions.  Make a list as you read in your reader’s notebooks of the 

different emotions Matt and Attean feel and what causes him to feel that way.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What does Attean need to do in order to become a man? 

2.  What was different about Attean after he found his Manitou? 

3.  What does Saknis ask Matt to do?  What is Matt’s response? 

4.  Will Matt and Attean ever see each other again?  Why or why not? 

5.  What gifts do Matt and Attean exchange?  Why did they choose those gifts to give? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): In your opinion do you think Matt made the right choice to not go with Attean 

and his tribe?  What make you feel that way?  What would you have done if you were in Matt’s position? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Sign of the Beaver      Level:____U___ISBN:________________Publisher:_______________ 

Assignment- Ch 23,24,25 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Matt keeps himself busy preparing the cabin and food for winter.  He makes things for himself and his family 

members that he learned from the Indians.  The first snow arrives and Matt finds himself needing to use his 

snowshoes.  Matt’s family finally arrives.  He is eager to tell them all about the Indians and what he has learned.  

He is curious as to what took them so long to get to him.   

 

Words/Text Layout:    

 *New or important words (V) pg 121- puckery- sour tasting 

     pg 125- boardcloth- tablecloth 

     pg 125- coverlet-bedspread 

     pg 131-Typhus-an infectious disease 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

As a book comes to an end sometimes your questions throughout the story get answered and sometimes they do 

not.  Jot down any questions you have that you would still like to have answered as the book comes to an end.  

Write them in your Reader’s notebooks.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1.  What are some of the things Matt made for his family members? 

2.  What ideas did Matt come up with for keeping warm? 

3.  What made Matt not afraid of the winter ahead? 

4.  What made Matt’s family arrive so late? 

5.  Why wasn’t the baby with them when the family arrived.   

 

Writing Connection (optional): Imagine there was a chapter 26 to this book.  What do you think it would be 

about?  You write one final chapter for this book, be sure to include answers to questions the author hasn’t 

answered for you.  What else do you think the author might have included in this final chapter? 

 


