
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 1-4 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Book Review: This book is about a Navajo who was sent to learn English so he could understand the white 

man’s laws. While at school WWII started and he enlisted. He became a code talker, who would send and 

receive messages during the war. They used Navajo because the Japanese couldn’t stop Navajo and could not 

break their code. Begay, the Navajo boy in the story, tells about what is was like in battle, the friends he meets 

and how the world was unchanged and changed after the war.  

 

Chapter 1-4: Kii Yazhi whose name was changed to Ned Begay by the white men. He was six years old 

growing up in a Navajo Indian village when his parents decided to send him away so he could learn English. It 

was important for Navajo Indian’s to learn English so they could follow the white man’s law, since they have 

agreed to peace with the white man. Kii Yazhi was sent to a school where the children, all Navajo kids, would 

get their mouths washed out with soap if they were caught speaking their language. They were only allowed to 

speak English, even though they didn’t know English words. He learned quickly how to speak English and how 

to please his white teachers.   

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 5 hogan- their Indian home  

  Pg 5 concha belt- belt with shells that decorate it 

 Pg 9 exile- banished from their native land 

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings. As you read today look for 

examples of Kii Yazhi feelings in different situations. List 2 examples of his feelings and what causes the 

feelings, in your Reader’s notebooks. You will be adding to this list in future chapters.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why was Kii Yazhi’s uncle coming to pick him up?  

2. Why did he enjoy the wagon ride so much with his uncle?  

3. When he got to the school what did all the Navajo children start doing?  

4. Why was the red faced white man so angry at the children?  

5. Why did Kii Yazhi get his mouth washed out with soap? 

6. Who is Ned Begay? 
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Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about Kii Yazhi’s experiences at school. Make a text to self-connection to Kii Yazhi. Write about your 

connection.  

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 5-8 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 5-8: Kii Yazhi did very well in school. He set his mind to doing the best he could and learning as much 

as he could to help the time pass faster. While at school the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. The Navajo Indians 

wanted to help America in the war, because they first loved the land on which they lived. Very few Navajo’s 

were selected in the army. However, Navajo’s were needed who could speak fluent English and Navajo. Kii 

Yazhi’s parents would not let him enlist because he was so young. They told him if the year was going on a 

year from now then he would have their blessing to enlist in the Marines.   

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 33 dismay- sudden danger or struggle 

  Pg 43 deceive- mislead, false statements  

 Pg 47 reverberated- rebound or recoil, like soundwaves 

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings. As you read today look for 

examples of Kii Yazhi’s feelings in different situations.  Add examples of his feelings and what causes those 

feelings, in your Reader’s notebooks. (Continuing yesterday’s list) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. How did Kii Yazhi feel about school?  

2. What happened when Kii Yazhi spoke in Navajo in high school? How did this make him feel?  

3. What was going on around the world while he was in high school?  

4. What happened on December 7, 1941? 

5. What did Kii Yazhi hear on the radio that made him excited?  

6. Why does Kii Yazhi need his parents’ permission to enlist in the Marines?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How has Kii Yazhi changed since the beginning of the book? Use examples from your book to help prove your 

thinking.  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

 

 

 

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 9-11 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 9-11: Kii Yazhi’s parents agreed that he would sign up for the Marines, but he had to be blessed with 

the blessingway first. A friend of the family was going to bless him for the journey he was going to take. Once 

he signed up he and sixty other Navajo’s were sent to boot camp where they were pushed through physical and 

mental exercises. Their instructors were both Navajo and White man, who were teaching them to speak the 

code. They used Navajo code talkers because the Japanese were able to decode every other code the American’s 

have tried, including other Native American languages.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 57 recruiter- someone who is getting new members for the Marines 

  Pg 58 jarhead- member of the US Marine Corps.  

 Pg 59 hygiene- practice of good health and cleanliness  

 Pg 61 calisthenics- vigorous exercised to create good physical health  

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers form questions during their reading. Write down questions you have during your reading in your 

reader’s notebooks. Also, write down what events from the story that helped you to form those questions.  We 

will discuss these questions when we meet back.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Kii Yazhi’s parents agreed that he could sign up for the Marines, but what had to happen first?  

2. What was the most difficult challenge at boot camp for Kii Yazhi?  

3. What was the biggest shock when they went to the classroom?  

4. What was Kii Yazhi training to become?  

5. Why did they use Navajo men and not any other Indian tribes?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 
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Discuss one of your questions with another one of your group members. After thoroughly discussing your 

question, write about what you and your parents discussed. Did this help you to understand the text? Why or 

why not?  

 

 

 

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 12-15 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 12-15: Kii Yazhi continues to learn to be a code talker. When they are shipped to the island of Hawaii 

they realize they can send and decode a message in about two and a half minutes, whereas with the old coding 

system it would take almost four hours to decode the message. During war the Navajo had to get used to seeing 

dead bodies and taking care of the American dead bodies. It is Navajo belief that you never look at a person’s 

face once they have died, so this was very difficult for them. The sixty men continue their coding exercises on 

an island of Guadalcanal where they realize their only enemies here are the bugs and not the Japanese. 

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 79 bayonets- big knives with 14 inch blades on the ends 

  Pg 89 embarkation- to go onboard a vehicle for transportation   

 Pg 102 liberating- being set free 

 Pg 104 descended- coming down   

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

As readers read, they think about the characters and how those characters are changing as the story progresses. 

Think back to the beginning when we first met Kii Yazhi. How has he changed? What seems to be causing 

those changes? In your reader’s notebooks, write about the ways (more than one) he has changed and what 

caused those changes in him.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why was Navajo code talkers much more productive than the old way to code talking?  

2. How did the Navajo code talkers have fun during their training?  

3. Why was this “boot camp” so much better than their previous schools?  

4. Describe the process of a code talker.  

5. Describe the best conversation Kii Yazhi ever had? Why do you think this was the best conversation he’d 

ever had?  
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6. Would you be more scared of the Japanese or the bugs on the island? Why?  

7. What was one of the hardest things a Navajo had to get used to seeing during the war?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How has Kii Yazhi changed throughout the story so far? What do you think life will be like for him when he 

goes back to life with his family? 

 

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 16-18 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 16-18: Kii Yazhi is getting to put all his practice and training into use. It’s D-day for Bougainville, and 

the longest hours of his life. The US bomb the island and the Japanese are ready for the attack, and fight back. 

Eventually they Japanese retreat further into the island. In these chapters you are able to see how important the 

code talkers were. They saved thousands during WW11.    

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 107 reinforcements- backups  

  Pg 109 whetstones- sharpening tool 

 Pg 109 honed- to sharpen  

 Pg 107 D-day- decision day  

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word. In your reader’s notebook record 

the words you do not know. Read the sentences before and after that word and see if you can determine the 

meaning of the word. See how many new words you can discover. We will spend some time when we meet 

back looking up these words in a dictionary to see how close you were to the real meaning of your words.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What was the night before D-day like?  

2. Several of the Marines thought for sure the island would not have any Japanese on it after their attack, what 

did Kii Yazhi think? (Prove it with examples from your book, including page numbers) 

3. Only one person was killed by friendly fire. Describe the event.  

4. Why were the code talkers so important in saving lives?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 
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What qualities does Kii Yazhi posses that make him such a good code talker? Use examples from the book to 

help support your answer. Remember to include page numbers.  

 

 

 

 

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 19-22 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 19-22: In chapter 19 he tells a story of their group being fired at by Americans. Their leader kept 

radioing saying, “We are American’s stop shooting”, but they had been tricked before by the Japanese so they 

didn’t believe. They asked, “Do you have a Navajo?” Begay was able to talk to them in Navajo and the firing 

stopped. This was important because then they realized how important the Navajo’s were to them and them 

winning the war. Begay also gets shot at by a Japanese sniper and has to spend some time re-cooperating before 

he is able to return back with his group. While on the island his group meets a boy whose whole family was 

killed by the Japanese. The group kind of adopts him. They feed him and let him sleep in their tent.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 144 scythe- long curved blade used to cut grass 

  Pg 144 propaganda- information spread to purposely hurt or harm a 

person or group 

 Pg 147 pulverized- destroy or crush, nothing left 

 Pg 154 skirmishing- fight between two groups of the army 

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. In these few chapters Begay tells us several short stories from 

when he was on the island of Guam. I want you think about the plot in these chapters. In your reader’s 

notebooks I want you to record the characters, setting, problem and solution.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. The Marines learned just how important Navajos are to them. Give one example that proves this remember to 

use page numbers.  

2. What happened to Johnny and his family?  

3. How did the troupe help take care of Johnny?  
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4. What is the unique story about Charlie?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Using your reader’s notebook you are going to using your chart plot from today’s reading to write your 

summary. Remember to use transition words and your paragraph flows from beginning to end in chronological 

order.  

 

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 23-25 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 23-25: America was planning an attack on Iwo Jima. American’s knew that the Japanese would not 

surrender because they believed it would bring shame on their families. Many Japanese would kill themselves 

in suicide missions. When they get to the island all is still and there is not sign of the Japanese. When 

American’s started feeling relief or celebrating that is when Japan attack.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 164 demolition-explosions, used to destroy  

  Pg 165 strafing- to attack by airplanes using machine guns 

 Pg 169 scorned- reject, refuse or ignore  

 Pg 171 insubordination- disobedient to authority 

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. In these few chapters Begay tells us some struggles from when 

he was preparing to go to the island of Iwo Jima. I want you think about the plot in these chapters. In your 

reader’s notebooks I want you to record the characters, setting, problem and solution.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Describe what a suicide plan was?  

2. Why was Begay afraid the Japanese would not surrender?  

3. When American soldiers were exploring the caves the Japanese had been hiding in, what did they find that 

really upset them? Why do you think this upset them so much?  

4. What was Iwo Jima like when the American’s reached the island?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 
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Using your reader’s notebook you are going to using your chart plot from today’s reading to write your 

summary. Remember to use transition words and your paragraph flows from beginning to end in chronological 

order. 

 

 

 

 

Title: Code Talker     Level:_U_ISBN: _______0-439-89100-0__Publisher:__Scholastic  

Assignment: Chapter 26-29 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 26-29: Chapter 26 opens with the battle on Iwo Jima beginning. The Japanese attacked the Americans 

and they didn’t see it coming. The Americans ended up winning the battle on Iwo Jima and placed the flag at 

the top of Mount Suribachi. Capturing this meant that America was on its way to winning the war. Colonel 

Johnson wants the flag as a souvenir so he has a photographer go back up Mount Suribachi and have the 

soldiers reenact the raising of the American flag. He took a picture and it is one of the most famous pictures 

from WWII. America dropped two Atomic bombs and killed over 100,000 people. Shortly after Japan 

surrendered. Begay went home and became a teacher so he could teach Navajo children the importance of their 

language.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 183 ricocheted- rebound, deflect  

  Pg 198 ominous- threatening, evil or harm coming  

 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers pay attention to big ideas in the text to help them summarize and understand the text. As you read 

today pay attention to the big ideas of the three chapters. List 1-2 big ideas from the final chapters. Then tell 

what you think the big idea from the book is. What lesson or idea does the author want you to take away from 

his book?  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What happened with the Marines made it to the top of Mount Suribachi?  

2. What did Colonel Johnson want after the Marines won Mount Suribachi?  

3. Fathers who had lost their sons in battle would send the Emperor what? How did the Emperor respond to 

this?  

4. What did Americans believe would help to end the war once and for all?  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

5. What did Begay do when he returned home after the war?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What do you think the theme of this book is? How can you apply this to your life? Write about what the theme 

of this books means to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


