Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Tangerine  (Friday, August 18 – Saturday, August 19 later)
 Level:  U   ISBN:  0-15-205780-3  Publisher:  Harcourt, Inc.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Book Introduction:  Paul Fisher is legally blind.  He wears glasses so thick he looks like a bug-eyed alien.  His football-star brother, Erik, tells Paul he blinded himself by staring at an eclipse of the sun, but Paul doesn’t remember doing that.  Paul is not so blind, though, that he can’t see there are some very unusual things about his family’s new home in Tangerine County, Florida.  Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn underground for years, and lightning strike at the same time every day?  All of these strange events compounded by constant harassment from his football-star brother, adjusting to life in Tangerine isn’t easy for Paul.  It’s when he joins the soccer team at his middle school when Paul gains the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him for far too long. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  groped p. 12;  lignite p. 16;  koi p. 19;    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

This book is written in three parts rather than chapters.  What else do you notice about how the book is written?  (Students should notice the book is written in a diary format.)  The book also begins with a flashback from when Paul lost his normal vision.   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Let’s draw from our background knowledge (schema) to help us make connections with Paul, the writer of this story.  What do you already know about soccer?  Football?  Moving?  Brothers and sisters?  Legally blind people?  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How do you feel about Paul’s mom?
What is your first impression of Paul’s dad?  Erik?  Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.    (Note:  There is an inappropriate word on page 12.)

What do Paul and his mom awake to the first morning in their new house?
What explanation was given about the smoke?  What new characters are introduced?

How would you interpret Paul’s feelings toward his brother Erik?
Title: Tangerine (Monday, August 21 – Monday August 28) 

Level:_U__ISBN:_0-15-205780-3 Publisher:  Harcourt, Inc.  

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Before we begin reading today, let’s review what happened in the previous sections.  
In this section of the story, Paul and his mom visit Lake Windsor Middle School where Paul will be attending school.  They are disappointed to learn he will be having classes in portables.  Paul’s mom tells the principal, Mrs. Gates, that Paul is legally blind.  The principal requests for Paul’s mom to complete an IEP.  Paul and his mom are both shocked when they leave to find the school’s campus completely flooded.
Paul’s entire family went to Erik’s football practice.  Paul’s mom gets upset to learn the boys practice during thunderstorms.  Paul gets an opportunity in this section to play soccer.  He makes a friend, Joey Costello, while practicing soccer with him and three of his friends.  Joey is Mike’s brother.  More characters are introduced.  Erik’s friend, Arthur Bauer, will be a significant character.

Paul has his first day of school.  He has a flashback from when he went to school as a kindergartner.  He is haunted by the story that he stared at an eclipse and became blind.  He has no memory of ever doing that.  When he gets to school, he learns he’s been assigned to another student to help show him around to his classes, since he has an IEP saying he’s visually impaired.  This upsets Paul and he tells the student he doesn’t need her because he can see fine.  

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) osprey p. 28;  calisthenics p.28;  torque p. 34;    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Italics are used frequently to show us Paul’s thoughts or thinking.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Focus on the characters of story.  What are we learning about the characters through their dialogue, thoughts, and actions?
During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

             *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Who are some of the new characters we met during today’s reading?  

How can we describe these characters using evidence from the text?

How do you think Paul feels about his new school?
Title:  Tangerine  (Wednesday, August 30 – Tuesday, September 5)   

Level:  U  ISBN:  0-15-205780-3  Publisher:   Harcourt, Inc.


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Before we begin reading today, let’s review what we read in the previous section.  

In today’s reading, Paul begins in his bedroom listening to his brother and his friends practice football in the backyard.  Another strange fact is revealed about Erik in this section of the book.  We will learn more about Erik and his friends.  Paul and Joey become better friends by running together in the evening and preparing for soccer tryouts.  After tryouts, everyone is shocked by an unexpected death.    
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  benefactor p. 41; shantytown p. 43;   walloping p. 49 (word is divided in                 text).

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Italics, page 39, to show onomatopoeia (poomph)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper-read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

The text doesn’t say why Paul should be frightened of Arthur (Erik’s friend).  However, Paul says he is now scared of Erik and Arthur.  Why do you think he’s scared of Arthur?
How do you feel Joey feels about Paul?  

How is Paul feeling by the end of soccer tryouts?

Who died in today’s reading?  How did he die?  Do you think there is more to the story?  How do you feel about how Erik and Arthur acted in the backyard after they told about Mike’s death?  Does that tell you what kind of people they are?


Title:  Tangerine (Wednesday, Sept. 6 – Friday, Sept. 8 later)   

Level:  U  ISBN:  0-15-205780-3  Publisher:   Harcourt,, Inc.


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Before we begin reading today, let’s review what we read in the previous section.
In today’s reading, Paul’s mother is shocked to learn that football practice hasn’t been cancelled because of Mike’s death.  Paul is shocked that very little is said at school about it.  The following day, Paul’s mom arranges a meeting at their home with parents of the football players, the coaches, and principal of the school.  She is trying to get football practice cancelled in the afternoons when the storms occur.  The next day at soccer practice, Paul gets kicked off the team because of his vision impairment.  This is the worst possible thing that could have ever happened to Paul.  Paul blames his mother for telling the school he has a vision problem.  

The next evening, there is viewing for Mike Costello.  Paul and his parents attend.  Joey is surprise to learn Paul has been kicked off the team and asks him if he would like to go to a carnival with some friends the next day.  

Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V) colossal p. 54;  lingered p. 61;  osprey p. 65;  rosary p. 68

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


Readers make connections with the text as they read.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper-read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

How did Paul say he would feel if Erik would have been the one killed?
Have you ever lost someone close to you?  Have you ever attended a viewing or funeral? 
Have you ever been kicked off or cut from a team?

Does anyone you know have a vision impairment?
Title:  Tangerine (Saturday, September 9 – Monday, September 11 later)   

Level:  U  ISBN:  0-15-205780-3  Publisher:   Harcourt,, Inc.


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s begin by reviewing what we read yesterday.
In today’s reading, Paul and Joey go to the town carnival.  During this time, Paul sees some soccer players from Tangerine Middle School.  Joey tells Paul to stay away from them because they were bad news.  Joey also meets up with some other friends, one of whom Paul likes, Kerri, and leaves Paul.  When Paul’s mom picks the boys up, Paul seems different.  His mom is disturbed to see a group of boys pile in the back of a pickup truck without seatbelts.  These boys will be significant characters later on in the story.  The day after the carnival, Joey and Paul were called to the office about something that happened at the carnival.  Also, the portables get swallowed up by a sinkhole!  The event made national news, but no students died.  Paul felt like a hero because he was one who helped other students.  

Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  turnstile p. 74;  partitioned p. 74;  affliction p. 75;  affidavits p.80;  disintegrating p. 81 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  On page 76, the text is all capitalized.  Why?

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


Readers extend the text by researching something that interests them.
Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper-read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

How do you think Paul felt when Joey ran off with other friends at the carnival?

Have ever been “ditched” by your friends?

Do you think Joey is a good friend to Paul?

Research sinkholes, so we can better understand exactly what happened to the portables at the school.

Title:  Tangerine   (Tuesday, September 12 – Friday, September 15)
Level:  U  ISBN:  0-15-205780-3  Publisher:   Harcourt, Inc.


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s begin by reviewing what we read yesterday.
In today’s reading, the field of portables has been declared unsafe, and the school is going to have to decide what to do with all those students.  Paul’s dad is the new Director of Civil Engineering for Tangerine County.  He replaced Charley Burns.  This is significant because during Charley’s era as being Civil Engineer, the department never denied one request for a permit.  It’s during this time that Lake Windsor Downs (where Paul lives with the muck fires) and the middle school (sinkholes) were built.    
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  condemned p. 86;  coincidence p.89;  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance



During Reading: (10-15 min.)
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