Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:__Angel Falls __Level:___U__ISBN:__1-59036-273-X   Publisher:___Weigl Publishers____


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Book Introduction:  Today we will begin reading a nonfiction book about Angel Falls.  Angel Falls is the world’s highest water.  It is located in Venezuela.  We will learn about the animals, people, and geography of the falls.

Day One:  Today let’s begin by looking at the table of contents.  The table of contents is at the beginning of the book and tells us which page each section begins on, and what exactly is in the book.  Now look at the first sections  “A Tumble of Water” and “Where in the world?”  The section called “A Tumble of Water” is going to introduce us to basic facts about the falls while “Where in the world?” will tell us the location.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)    uninterrupted (page 5)  tepuys (page 6)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Notice on page 6 that some of the words are in bold-face print.  These words have definitions in the glossary in the back of the book.  Let’s look at the glossary.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers will use the text structures when they read nonfiction.  We have already looked at the table of contents and the glossary, but there are other text structures as well.  For example, on page 5 there is a text box with facts about the falls.  On page 5 there is also a map which gives us information about location. Another thing I see is pictures with captions.  Captions are the words underneath a picture that tells about what you are looking out.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.

You will read these two sections today on your own. As you read I want you to use a post-it note to write about how the text box, the map, and picture with the caption helped you understand what you were reading.

After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did you find out about Angel Falls?    How did the text box on page 5 help you as you were reading?  What fact did you find most interesting?  Why do you think the author would have included the picture and caption on page 6?  Do you think we could find Angel Falls now on a map?
Title:__Angel Falls __Level:___U__ISBN:__1-59036-273-X   Publisher:___Weigl Publishers____


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review what we read yesterday… 
Day Two: We are going to start by reading “A Trip Back in Time.”  This is going to tell us how the falls were formed.  The section titled “A Challenge to Plant Life” will tell us why some plants have a difficult time growing in the area.    The final section is called “Wonderful Wildlife” which will give us information about what animal life lives near the falls.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)    There are several words that you will come across that are in bold-face print. Remember the definition for these words are in the back of the book.






      Tectonic plates (page 8) vibrant (page 10)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Yesterday we learned that readers will use the text structures to gain understanding as they read.  Another thing readers do to make sense of nonfiction text is to ask questions.  As I am reading I am wondering different things about the information.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.

You will read these three sections today on your own. As you read today I want you to write three “I wonder…” questions on your post-it notes about the text.
After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s go back to the section on how the falls were formed.  What did you learn about how the falls were formed?  If you were to go to the falls what kinds of plant and animal life would you see?  Now look back at your post-it note.  What were you wondering about as you read?
Title:__Angel Falls __Level:___U__ISBN:__1-59036-273-X   Publisher:___Weigl Publishers____


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review what we learned yesterday about Angel Falls….

Day Three:  Today’s reading is going to focus on some of the people that have made an impact on the falls.   The first section called “Measuring the Falls” will tell the story of the first person to measure the falls. We will also learn about the man that the falls are named after. Next you will come across a large map which gives the reader information about different water falls around the world.  Finally we will look at the section titled “People of the Tepuys.”  This section will tell about the people who now call the area their home.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)    feat (page 14)  preserve (page 19)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers will use the text structures when they read nonfiction.  We have talked about many features of the text: maps, pictures with captions, table of contents, glossary, text boxes, and bold-face print.  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading. 
We are going to read these two sections and looked at the map of the seven continents. As you read today I want you to choose least one text structure that helped you understand what you read today.  Make sure you have written which text structure and how it helped.

After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did you learn today about the discovery of the falls?  Who was Jimmie Angel and why was he important?  Now let’s look at the post-it notes you wrote while you read.  Which text structure did you choose and how did it help you understand what you read?

Title:__Angel Falls __Level:___U__ISBN:__1-59036-273-X   Publisher:___Weigl Publishers____


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s talk about what were learned yesterday….

Day Four:  The first section is called “Tepuy Mythology.” Today we are going to look at some of myths that surround the falls.  A myth is a story that some people believe to be true.  The last section we will look at today is titled “Natural Attractions.”  This section gives information about some of the really interesting things to do and see while visiting the islands.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)    sacred (page 20) overwhelming (page 22)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers often use visualizing to better understand what they are reading. Visualizing is creating a picture in your mind of the what the author is describing.  Today as you read about the things to see and do while visiting the falls I want you to visualize what it would be like to actually be there.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.

After you finish the reading today I want you to sketch the picture that you get in your mind as you read about the natural attractions at Angel Falls.
After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What were some of the stories surrounding the falls?  What were some of the natural attractions that you could see if you visited there?  Do you think you would like to vacation there? Why or why not?
Title:__Angel Falls __Level:___U__ISBN:__1-59036-273-X   Publisher:___Weigl Publishers____


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review what was read yesterday

Day Five:  Today we are going to read about an important environmental issue at Angel Falls.  One problem is with the amount of visitors to the falls. You are going to read the section “Too Many Visitors” which tells the pros and cons in chart form.  You are also going to see a new text feature a timeline on pages 26 and 27.  The final section we are going to look at is called “What Have You Learned?”  This is a little quiz to find out what you remember. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)    unintentionally (page 24)  wardens (page 25)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers pay attention to important details as they read.  Today we are going to check your understanding by doing to little quiz on pages 28 and 29.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.

After reading the section “Too Many Visitors” and looking through the timeline, go to the quiz on page 28 and 29 and try to answer as many questions as you can.  When you have finished, check your answers.

After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s take a look at “Too Many Visitors.” What is your opinion on the issue?  Do you think people should still be allowed to visit the falls.  Now look at your quiz answers.  How did you do?  What details did you feel like you needed to pay closer attention to?

