Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Winter at Valley Forge__Level:__T____ISBN:_978-0-7368-6212-7_Publisher:_Capstone Press_

Teaching Point: Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 1- Pages 4-15


During colonial times, Britain made many decisions that made the colonists unhappy. Their frustrations soon led to fighting. The colonial soldiers were no real match for the British soldiers because they were mostly famers and businessmen while the British soldiers had actual training. This led to a difficult time for the colonial soldiers. One of the most difficult times for some of them came during the winter of 1777 in Valley Forge under the leadership of George Washington.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) rebellion (p4), momentous (p5), tyranny (p5), relieving (p14), lashes (p14)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)- This book is part of the Graphic Library collection of nonfiction books, so it is written as a graphic novel.

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· How was reading the graphic novel different from reading a normal book? How was it the same?

· How did the illustrations help you understand the text?
· Discussion Questions
· Why were the colonists unhappy with Britain?

· Describe conditions during the winter of 1777 for Washington and his men. Why didn’t they have food and supplies? What did they do to try to survive?

· What character traits would you use to describe General George Washington? What evidence do you have to support these traits?


Writing Connection:
Write a paragraph for the main idea, “Winter at Valley Forge was very difficult for the soldiers.”

Title: Winter at Valley Forge__Level:__T____ISBN:_978-0-7368-6212-7_Publisher:_Capstone Press_

Teaching Point: Readers use the comprehension strategies as they read. “Today as you read, mark a place where you used a strategy to help you understand the text.”


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 2- Pages 16-29


As winter continued at Valley Forge things went from bad to worse. Soldiers weren’t the only ones suffering. Even their horses were beginning to starve. If things continued the way they were, they wouldn’t have to worry about fighting the British in the Spring because they wouldn’t survive until then. The arrival of Baron von Steuben brought hope for change, but was it too late to save the soldiers from starvation?

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) infirmary (p16), drill (p20), morale (p20), superb (p26)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers use the comprehension strategies as they read. “Today as you read, mark a place where you used a strategy to help you understand the text.”


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Which comprehension strategy did you use today?

· Where did you use it?

· How did it help you as a reader?

· Discussion Questions

· Why were the soldiers unable to get food from local farmers?

· How did things change with the arrival of Baron Von Steuben and the onset of spring? How did the soldiers attitudes change?

· What was the outcome of the battle at Monmouth?

· How is the section titled “More about Valley Forge” different from the rest of the book?

· Why do you think Valley Forge was such an important part of the American Revolution?


Writing Connection:
Pretend you are a soldier at Valley Forge during the winter of 1777. Write a letter to your family telling them about what life is like for you during the harsh winter. Be sure to remember to use a friendly letter format.

