
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 1-5 p. 1-24 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to start reading a book by K. A. Nuzum called The Leanin’ Dog. In the first 

chapter we meet Dessa Dean. The story takes place in 1930 in the southwestern mountains of Colorado. 

Her life has changed because of the death of her mom. This book is about her and her daddy healing and 

moving forward after such a tragedy. Their living conditions are a little different than how we live 

because of the time period and setting. They use an outhouse or a chamber pot. Dessa Dean only goes to 

school when the weather permits. Therefore she is homeschooled during the winter months. As you read 

today, pay attention to what we learn about Dessa Dean and her family. We are going to read the first 

five chapters today. You will read pages 1-24. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    commanded (p. 5)       anguish (p. 7) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   chamber pot (p. 8)  ciphering (p. 14) 

        daft (p. 18)   mayhap (p. 22) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers analyze the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What did we learn about Dessa Dean and her family? 

What did we learn about her mom? 

Let’s go through a short summary of what we read today. Give the 5 W’s-who, what, where, when and 

why. 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

**The instructor may want to have the students create a vocabulary chart/list as they read.



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 6-9 p. 25-44 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. As you noticed in yesterday’s reading, Dessa Dean uses several 

metaphors and similes when she talks. The author also expects us to infer a great deal of information. 

Today as you read, mark a place where you used a strategy to help you understand the text. In today’s 

reading, Dessa Dean hopes the dog comes back. We are going to read chapters 6-9 today. You will read 

pages 25-44. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    stoke (p. 29)  varmints (p. 35) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   edibles (p. 38)  

**On some words an a is added to the beginning 

to show dialect. (ex. arunning, ascratching)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

  Readers use the comprehension strategies as they read.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Was anything confusing? 

What happened? Were you surprised by anything? 

Give an example of figurative language in the story. What does it mean? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 10-12 p. 45-72 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. At the end of our reading yesterday, Dessa Dean was trying to lure the 

dog to stay. She is pretty successful until her dad comes home. I want you to continue to work on your 

comprehension strategies just as you did yesterday. We are going to read chapters 10-12 today. You will 

read pages 45-72. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   wiry (p. 46)  accustomed (p. 46) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  famished (p. 49) weary (p. 63)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

  Readers use the comprehension strategies as they read.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in today’s reading? 

Why do you think her dad changed his mind about her keeping the dog? 

Any confusing parts or words you didn’t understand? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 13-15 p. 73-98 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Today Dessa Dean is awakened by her father to a wonderful surprise. 

We are going to read today about how Dessa Dean and her dad are still dealing with the loss of her 

mother-especially as they deal with the upcoming holidays and the memories that accompany this time of 

year. The vocabulary is very rich and there may be words that you may not understand. You will want to 

use your knowledge of context clues to help you understand. We are going to read chapters 13-15 today. 

You will read pages 73-98. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   vexed (p. 73)   britches (p. 73) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  withered (p. 80)    vicinity (p. 80)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

  Readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Were there any confusing parts? 

Share some places you used strategies to help you decode or understand a word you didn’t know. 

Choose an important quote from the story and rewrite it in your own words. 

 

  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 16-19 p. 99-125 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Dessa Dean is still trying to earn the trust of the dog. We also learn about 

an important tradition with her mom. As you read today, I want you to think about the plot-the setting, 

characters, conflict and resolution. Write down your thinking before we meet. We are going to read 

chapters 16-19 today. You will read pages 99-125. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   gain purchase (p. 100) whining/whines (p. 102) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  dilemma (p. 115)     inquiry (p. 115)     

       akin (p. 110)   pondered (p. 119)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers analyze the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 

Review the plot. 

What are some of the events that have caused conflict? Most stories have more than one conflict 

happening at the same time.  

What are some of your family traditions? 

Why does Dessa Dean have such a difficult time going outside? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 20-22 

p. 126-153 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, Dessa Dean is trying to give the dog a proper name. 

So far each one she has tried doesn’t seem to fit. She and her daddy are working through their grief. As 

you read today, I want you to think about the affect the dog is having on Dessa Dean and her dad. Is it 

helping them with their grief or is it complicating things? We are going to read chapters 20-22 today. You 

will read pages 126-153. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   tolerant (p. 126)  alignment (p. 132) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  crik (p. 145)      jinni (genie) (p. 137) 

       Stringy (p. 148)    

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers analyze the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Review the events. 

What do you think the dog is doing to Dessa Dean and her dad? Helping or hurting? Explain your 

thinking. 

What is the main conflict? 

Does the setting affect the problem in the story? Explain. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 23-25 

            p. 154-173 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading the dog is starting to hunt again. This worries Dessa 

Dean. Why? (Discuss) This section is heavy with difficult words and figurative language. Be sure to use 

your strategies with context clues to help you understand. You will be responsible for choosing three 

difficult words from the text and write a definition for each. Today we are going to read chapters 23-25. 

You will read pages 154-173. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   squirmy (p. 154) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  gnawing (p. 161)        

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Were there any confusing words or phrases? 

At the end of chp. 23 (p. 162), Dessa Dean says, “If it wasn’t for my ears, I might not have been here to 

meet her even if she had come.” Explain this sentence. 

Choose 3 difficult words from the story and write a definition for each. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 26-28 

            p. 174-197 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading Dessa Dean is working hard to keep Christmas 

traditions going even though her mom is gone. As you read today, be thinking about the plot. We are 

going to read chapters 26-28 today. You will read pages 174-197. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   bided (p. 179)  contrary (p. 182) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  clambered (p. 182)    jubilation (p. 193)      

        

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Dessa Dean seems to count all of her steps. Why do you think she does this? 

Since her mom died she is doing all of the cooking and cleaning. Would you be able to do that if you were 

in her situation? Discuss. 

What do you think is going to happen next? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 29-32 

            p. 198-227 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. As we start our reading today, something unexpected happens that 

changes the course of the story. I don’t want to give you any clues as to what happens. It is very 

suspenseful. We call this the climax of the story. Keep track of your comprehension as you read. We are 

going to read chapters 29-32 today. You will read pages 198-227. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   sow (p. 200)   gullet (p. 202) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  iota (p. 205)        

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

  Readers analyze the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in today’s reading? Were you surprised? 

What fear did Dessa Dean overcome in today’s reading? What forced her? 

What do you think happened after the end of chp. 32? 

What is your prediction for tomorrow’s reading? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Leanin’ Dog Level: T  ISBN: 978-0-545-20212-1  Publisher: Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 33-35 

            p. 228-250 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Today we will finish the story. Dessa Dean finally decides on a name for 

the dog. What do you think she should name it? (Discuss) Read the final chapters 33-35, pages 228-250. 

We will discuss the ending when we meet. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   shambles (p. 229)  sparse (p. 236) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  boughs (p. 244)    

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers analyze the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What surprised you? 

How did Dessa Dean and her dad change from the beginning to the end of the story> 

What lessons did Dessa Dean learn? 

Would you have changed the ending? If so, how? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 


