
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collins 

  Day 1 (Intro- Ch. 2) 

Pgs. 1-16 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we will start reading Shoeless Joe and Me by Dan Gutman.  This book is about a boy named Joe 

Stoshack who can travel back in time using baseball cards.  He hears about the story of Shoeless Joe 

Jackson who was a really good baseball player, but unfortunately was banned from baseball in the 1919 

Black Sox Scandal (players were paid to lose the World Series that year).  Joe wants to travel back in 

time to prevent this scandal from happening.   

 

Day 1:  In today’s reading, you will meet Joe (nickname= Stosh).  He will explain his special gift.  Joe 

plays in a Little League tournament game.  The game ends in a tie because of a bad call.  Read to find out 

how Joe responds to the call.  Let’s read the Introduction together (pgs. 1-3). 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) eject (pg. 5)- to throw out of, kick out 

humiliated (pg. 8)- embarrassed 

fatality (pg. 9)- a disaster resulting in death 

fuhgetuhboutit (pg. 12)- forget about it 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers recognize the elements of a story as they begin a book.  In the reading today, you will meet the 

main character, Joe, and learn about the setting and one conflict Joe had.  While you are reading, record 

the setting, the conflict Joe had, and three things you learn about the main character, Joe.  Be ready to 

share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

What happened in these pages? (Talk about setting, conflict, and character.) 

What is Joe Stoshack’s special gift?  

 Would you want that gift?  Explain. 

After the game, Flip says to Joe:  “You were safe, Stosh… And it’s not fair.  But life isn’t always fair.   

 You’re gonna realize that someday” (pg. 13) 

 Do you agree with this quote?  Explain. 

 Why is it helpful when you realize life is not fair? 

 Was life fair for Shoeless Joe Jackson?  Explain. 



 Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collins 

          Day 2 (Ch. 3-5) 

  Pgs. 17-32 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 2:  In today’s reading, Joe talks to Mr. Kane (the umpire from the baseball game as well as the 

science teacher) about whether you could change history if you were able to travel through time.  He 

decides he wants to travel back in time to 1919, so he asks Flip if he has a Shoeless Joe Jackson card.  

Read to find out what Flips says.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) gambling (pg. 18)- to risk or bet money on the outcome of a game 

apologize (pg. 20)- say sorry about something 

defies (pg. 22)- goes against, challenges 

illiterate (pg. 27)- unable to read or write 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections to the characters to better understand why characters respond the way they 

do.  In today’s reading, Joe tells Flip that he can travel back in time.  How would you react if someone 

told you that he could time travel?  What would you say?  What would you do?  Would your reaction be 

like Flip’s reaction?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Do you think gambling is a good idea or a bad idea?  Explain. 

What is your opinion or Mr. Kane? 

How would you react if someone told you that he could time travel?   

 What would you say?  What would you do?   

 Would your reaction be like Flip’s reaction?  Explain.   

Why is Flip an important person to Joe?   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

                  Day 3 (Ch. 6- middle of Ch. 8) 

  Pgs. 33-45 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 3:  In today’s reading, Joe asks his mom if he can travel back to 1919.  She says no at first but ends 

up changing her mind.  Joe travels back to 1919.  Read to find out where he ends up.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) misjudged (pg. 33)- to judge a person wrongly 

sanitary (pg. 40)- conditions that affect health such as cleanliness and  

 precautions against diseases 

penicillin (pg. 40)- medicine that treats diseases 

influenza epidemic (pg. 44)- flu that spread in 1919 that killed millions  

 of people around the world 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Read both newspaper articles on pgs. 43 and 44.     

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections to the characters to better understand why characters respond the way they 

do.  When you are done reading today, answer this question:  Why does Joe’s mom change her mind 

about Joe going back to 1919?  When have your parents changed their minds?  Explain.  Be ready to 

share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Why does Joe’s mom change her mind about Joe going back to 1919? 

 When have your parents changed their minds?  Explain. 

 When have you changed your mind?  Explain. 

What do Joe and his mom do to get Joe ready to travel back to 1919? 

Give your thoughts about the influenza epidemic.   

Who do you think A.R. is? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

                  Day 4 (Middle of Ch. 8- Ch. 9) 

  Pgs. 46-59 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 4:  In today’s reading, Joe overhears some men talking about fixing the World Series.  He gets 

caught eavesdropping.  Read to find out what the men do to Joe.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) exhaled (pg. 48)- breathed out 

fix (pg. 49)- arrange the outcome of 

scarfed (pg. 57)- ate quickly 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make predictions as they read.  They continue to revise their predictions as they continue the 

story.  Today, Joe gets captured by the men who are fixing the World Series.  After you read, predict 

what you think will happen to Joe.  Use details from the text to make several good predictions.  Be ready 

to share during our discussion.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What do you think about Mr. Rothstein, Abe, and Billy? 

 Why would men try to fix a World Series? 

 What kind of person would go along with this scheme? 

 What kind of person (like Shoeless Joe Jackson) wouldn’t go along with this scheme? 

Predict what you think will happen to Joe. 

 What details from the text did you use? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

                          Day 5 (Ch. 10-11) 

  Pgs. 60-74 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 5:  In today’s reading, Joe escapes from the closet and ends up in Shoeless Joe Jackson and his wife 

Katie Jackson’s room.  Joe tries to tell them about the fixed World Series.  Read to find about how they 

respond.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) cowering (pg. 65)- crouching in fear 

     menacingly (pg. 65)- threateningly 

lunatic (pg. 66)- an insane person 

operator (pg. 73)- a person in the past who answers the phone and 

 connects you to the correct number 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) When Joe Jackson talks, the author uses Ah for the word I. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers put themselves in the shoes of the characters they read about to better understand why 

characters respond the way they do.  Today you will read about how Joe Stoshack tells the Jacksons 

about the fixed World Series.  After you read about how the Jacksons respond, write down how you 

would respond if you heard that the World Series was fixed.  Would your response be similar to or 

different from their response?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What words would you use to describe Joe Stoshack in chapter 10? 

What do you think about Joe and Katie Jackson? 

How do the Jacksons respond to the fact that the World Series is fixed? 

 How would you respond?  Why? 

 Would your response be similar to or different from their response?  Explain. 

What mistakes does Joe make when talking to the Jacksons? 

Who does Joe call at the end of chapter 11? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

                          Day 6 (Ch. 12-13) 

  Pgs. 75-86 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 6:  In today’s reading, Joe talks to his great-grandmother, and they agree to meet during the World 

Series game.  Shoeless Joe Jackson gets money from the fix.  Read to find out what the Jacksons try to do 

with the money.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) persisted (pg. 79)- to continue firmly in a course of action 

whimpered (pg. 80)- cried, whined 

commissioner (pg. 83)- the official in charge of the baseball league 

reluctantly (pg. 84)- unwillingly, hesitantly  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers put themselves in the shoes of the characters they read about to better understand why 

characters respond the way they do.  Today you will read about how Joe and Katie Jackson try to get rid 

of the money from the gamblers.  After you read, record what the Jacksons try to do with the money.  

What would you have done with the money?  Would your response be similar to or different from their 

response?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What do you think about Gladys Kozinsky? 

How do the Jacksons respond to the money? 

 What do they try to do with the money? 

 What would you have done? 

 Would your response be similar to or different from their response?  Explain. 

 Is there anything else they could have done? 

What do you predict will happen next? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

                          Day 7 (Ch. 14-15) 

  Pgs. 87-101 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 7:  In today’s reading, Joe talks with Joe Jackson about not knowing how to read.  The next 

morning, Joe wakes to find out that Joe Jackson is gone.  Read to find out where Joe finds Joe Jackson.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) literally (pg. 90)- actually 

career (pg. 91)- a person’s job 

painstakingly (pg. 93)- carefully 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinion about decisions that characters are making.  On pages 90-91, Stosh asks Joe 

Jackson why he never learned to read.  Joe Jackson says he doesn’t need to know how to read to play 

baseball.  Do you agree with Joe Jackson’s reason?  Explain.  Would there be any reason why he should 

know how to read?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Do you agree with Joe Jackson’s decision to not learn to read?  Explain. 

 Would there be any reason why he should know how to read? 

Did Joe make the right decision by keeping the signatures?  Explain. 

What was Joe Jackson doing the morning of the big game? 

 Does that surprise you?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

               Day 8 (Ch. 16-middle of Ch. 17) 

  Pgs. 102-115 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 8:  In today’s reading, Joe enjoys the activities before the World Series game.  The game is about to 

start.  Read to find out how the game starts.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Eighteenth Amendment (pg. 103)- amendment to the Constitution  

      that prohibited selling, buying, and drinking alcohol 

illegal (pg. 104)- against the law 

megaphone (pg. 111)- a device used to make a voice louder 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make predictions as they read.  They continue to revise their predictions as they continue the 

story.  At the end of the reading today, Joe is waiting to see if the Sox pitcher will hit the first Reds player 

with a ball to show that the fix is on.  Predict:  Do you think the pitcher will hit the first player?  Use 

details from the text to make a good prediction.  Be ready to share during our discussion.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What is the ballpark like? 

Why did Joe Jackson say he was sick and ask to be benched during the game? (pg. 109) 

On pg. 110, one of the Cincinnati fan yelled, “Hey, professor!  You read any good books lately?”  What  

 does this mean?  Why did he say that? 

Predict:  Do you think the pitcher will hit the first player with a ball?   

 What details from the text helped you make a good prediction? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

              Day 9 (Middle of Ch. 17- Ch. 18) 

  Pgs. 116-130 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 9:  In today’s reading, the White Sox team plays very poorly.  Joe goes to meet his great-

grandmother and her brother.  Read to find out how their meeting goes.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) retired (pg. 117)- got out 

collapsed (pg. 119)- struggled, started doing poorly 

urgently (pg. 129)- expressed with insistence 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinion about what happens to characters.  Knowing what you know now about 

Shoeless Joe Jackson, do you think he deserved to get into trouble and get banned from baseball?  

Explain using details from anywhere in the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What is happening in the game? 

 How does Joe Jackson play? 

What do you think about Gladys and Wilbur Kozinsky? 

Do you think Wilbur will take the medicine?  Explain.  

Knowing what you know now about Shoeless Joe Jackson, did he deserve to get into trouble and get 

 banned from baseball? 

 What details did you use from the text?   

 

 

 

  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

                    Day 10 (Ch. 19-21) 

  Pgs. 131-145 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 10:  In today’s reading, Joe tries to convince Joe Jackson to travel home with him.  As he is leaving, 

he is kidnapped.  Read to find out what the kidnappers do to him.         

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) reputation (pg. 134)- what people think of you, standing, status 

compliment (pg. 136)- something nice that is said to another person 

satisfied (pg. 142)- convinced 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinion about what a character says.  In today’s reading, Joe will try to talk Joe 

Jackson into coming to the future with him.  This is how Joe Jackson responds:  “Ah maybe can’t read… 

but Ah know this much.  A man can’t solve no problem by runnin’ away from it.  Thanks, but Ah think Ah’ll 

stay put right here” (pg. 138).  What does Joe Jackson mean?  Do you agree with his decision?  Explain.  

Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What else does Joe do to try and stop the Black Sox Scandal? 

Joe Jackson says:  “Ah maybe can’t read… but Ah know this much.  A man can’t solve no problem by  

 runnin’ away from it.  Thanks, but Ah think Ah’ll stay put right here” (pg. 138).   

 What does Joe Jackson mean?  

 Do you agree with his decision?  Explain. 

What suspenseful thing happens in chapter 21? 

  What character qualities does Joe exhibit while he is kidnapped? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Shoeless Joe and Me    Level: T     ISBN: 9780064472593   Publisher: Harper Collin 

                    Day 11 (Ch. 22-24) 

  Pgs. 146-158 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 11:  In today’s reading, Joe ends up back at home in Flip’s store.  He gives Flip something.  Read to 

find out what it is and how Flip responds.           

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) equivalent (pg. 148)- equal to 

     authentic (pg. 148)- real 

resemblance (pg. 152)- similarity 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters as they read.  Joe is back from his trip.  Do you think Joe was 

successful on this trip?  Explain using details from anywhere in the text.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What motivated Joe to give Flip such an expensive gift? 

 Why didn’t Joe keep one of the autographs? 

How did Joe change history? 

Do you think Joe’s trip was successful? 

 What text details did you use? 

Were you satisfied with the ending of this book?  Explain. 

 What would you have done differently if you were the author? 

 

 

 

Let’s read the Facts and Fictions section together (pgs. 159-163) 

 Answer this question again:  Did Joe Jackson deserve to be banned from baseball?  Explain. 


