
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Olive’s Ocean     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Harper Trophy_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 1-10 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Book Overview: This book is about a girl named Martha and the challenges she faces at the age of twelve. 

Olive Barstow was a twelve year old girl who was hit by a car and died. After her death Olive’s mother gave 

Martha a page out of Olive’s journal that said she wished to be friends with Martha because she was the nicest 

girl in the class. Throughout the whole summer she cannot stop thinking about Olive and how she can make 

amends for not knowing Olive or being her friend. Olive, although dead, teaches Martha several lessons about 

herself and the world and Martha becomes a better person for it. 

 

Chapter 1-10: Martha Boyle answers the door to a lady she does not recognize. The lady says her daughter was 

Olive Barstow, the little girl who was killed three weeks ago. The mother hands her a page out of Olive’s 

journal that Olive had written about Martha. Martha is confused because she didn’t really know Olive. Olive 

had written in her journal that she hoped to become friends with Martha Boyle because she was the nicest girl in 

the class. This unsettles Martha, because Olive is dead. She feels helpless. She walks to the intersection where 

Olive was killed by a car and wrote her name in blue sidewalk chalk and left a bracelet there that she made 

herself. Martha cannot seem to tell anyone about Olive’s letter, and she doesn’t know why.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 6 coincidences- a striking occurrence of two or more events at one  

 time apparently by mere chance. 

  Pg 10 rouse- to bring out of state of sleep 
 Pg 12 splayed- to spread out or expand 

 Pg 15 diatribe- bitter or sarcasms  

 Pg 22 syndicated- journalism  

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Mrs. Barstow handed a letter to Martha and said, “Thank you, Thank you Martha.” Why do you think she is 

thanking Martha?  

2. When Lucy wakes up from her nap, what does Martha decide to do? Why do you think she wanted to do this?  

3. What does Martha want to be when she’s older?  
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4. On the plane Martha spends the whole plane ride writing. She wrote the words Olive Barstow on her note 

pad. Why do you think she only wrote Olive’s names on her note pad?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write your prediction, why you think Olive wanted to be friends with Martha. Remember to support you answer 

with evidence from the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Olive’s Ocean     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Harper Trophy_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 11-18 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 11-18: Martha and family make it to her grandmother’s house. She lived near the ocean, and Martha 

loved the ocean and being there with her grandmother. Martha and her grandmother make a promise to tell each 

other something about themselves that no one knows. Martha admits that she hates and family and to her 

surprise her grandmother seems to understand. Martha also tells her grandmother that she wants to be a writer 

and she is going to write a novel about a girl named Olive. When her grandma sees how passionate she is about 

becoming a writer her grandma persuades her to go to the beach and start writing.  

 

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 30 dissipating- to scatter in every direction 

  Pg 37 penetrating- piercing or sharp  

 Pg 37 tranquil- calm 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word. In your reader’s notebook record 

the words you do not know. Read the sentences before and after that word and see if you can determine the 

meaning of the word. See how many new words you can discover. We will spend some time when we meet 

back looking up these words in a dictionary to see how close you were to the real meaning of your words.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

1. How can we tell that Martha is growing up and her feelings and emotions are changing?  

2. Godbee says something that scares Martha, what was it?  

3. What is Martha’s father’s decision? Do you think this is a good decision? Why or why not?  

4. Why do you think Martha decided to write her first novel about a girl named Olive?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Do you think Martha will tell anyone about Olive’s letter? Describe the event as you see it happening.  

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Olive’s Ocean     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Harper Trophy_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 19-27 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 19-27: Martha runs into the Manning brothers and is surprised when she is attracted to Jimmy Manning 

and not Tate Manning. Her feelings for Jimmy are confusing her and she doesn’t quite understand them. She 

only tells her grandmother of her feelings for Jimmy and grandma’s response was “Lucky him.” Grandma also 

tells Martha that she too used to want to be a write and shared her only short story with Martha, “The Bottle”. 

Martha is not ready to show her grandma her story because she is afraid her grandma will be offended by the 

grandma in her own story.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 66 labyrinthine- complicated  

  Pg 70 translucent- clear 

 Pg 71 inscrutable- not easily understood 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make inferences during their reading. Today as you read, mark a place where you used making 

inferences to help you understand the text.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. When the Manning boys and Vince find Martha on the beach, what surprises Martha about the boys?  

2. Jimmy shows Martha a video he is making and he portrays his family fighting, what does Martha think about 

this?  

3. What do you think about Martha’s story? Are there hidden meanings in her story?  

4. Martha shares her secrete of being a writer with her grandma. What secrete does her grandma then share with 

her?  

5. Martha describes a time where her eyes met with Olive’s eyes, describe this event. Do you think this is 

important in our story? Why or why not?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a special time you have shared with your grandma or grandpa. Why is this is a special memory for 

you? Describe the event thoroughly. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

Title: Olive’s Ocean     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Harper Trophy_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 28-38 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 28-38: Martha continues to try to figure out her feelings for Jimmy. She tries to help him with the video 

he is making. He wanted to capture death, which made Martha think of Olive. She told Olive’s story in front of 

Jimmy’s camera. She got so emotional telling about Olive and thinking about death she forgot the camera was 

on. Martha continues to be annoyed with her mother. The only people who don’t bother her are her grandma 

and Jimmy.  

 

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 96 anesthesia- medicine a doctor uses to puts you under “sleep”  

  Pg 98 indignant- expressing strong displeasure  

 Pg 115 inquisition- difficult, harsh or prolong questioning  

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make connections during their reading. While you are reading write down any connections you 

have during your reading. Remember to say if it was a text to text, text to self, or text to world connection.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

1. When Martha tells Jimmy that her grandma is so healthy that she will probably outlive all of them, Jimmy 

paused like he was going to say something. What do you think Jimmy was going to say?  

2. Martha wants to help Jimmy with his movie. How does she help Jimmy with the “death” part of his movie?  

3. What do you notice about Martha’s story? When you read her story about Olive can you make a connection 

to something else you have read? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Make a text to self-connection to these chapters. Write about the connection you made, in detail. Make sure to 

include characters, setting, and events.   

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Olive’s Ocean     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Harper Trophy_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 39-48 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter : Martha continue to help Jimmy on his movie, and quickly realizes that she has been used. Jimmy 

made a bet that he could get her to kiss him on camera, and once he did, he gloated about it to Martha. This 

crushes Martha. She is angry at her bother because he knew about the bet. She realizes though that her brother is 

not as fond of Jimmy anymore and has bitter feelings towards him for what he did to Martha. Because her 

brother is not at the Manning’s house, because of Jimmy, he chooses to stay home and play games with Martha 

and Godbee. This is the way their family vacations used to be and for this moment, Martha is happy.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 131 elicit- to draw or bring out 

  Pg 132 dislodged- remove or unstuck  

 Pg 139 ominous- indicating evil or harm coming  

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings. As you read today look for 

examples of Martha’s and Vince’s feelings in different situations. List 2 examples of their feelings and what 

causes the feelings, in your Reader’s notebooks.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. During their walk to continue making Jimmy’s film, Jimmy wouldn’t stop talking and asking questions? Why 

do you think he was doing this?  

2. What was the bet Jimmy made?  

3. How did Martha feel about the bet? Why do you think she felt this way?  

4. When does Martha realize Vince is also irritated with Jimmy? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How has Martha’s feelings changed during the book so far? Write about the changes you’ve seen. Do you think 

Martha’s feelings will continue to change? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Olive’s Ocean     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Harper Trophy_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 49-59 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 49-59: Martha woke in the middle of the night to find her grandma down in the kitchen. Godbee had 

filled the used baby food jars with water and food coloring, hoping the sunlight will shine through them to 

create beautiful colors. This gives Martha an idea to fill an empty baby food jar and collect ocean water. She 

hopes to give it to Olive’s mom because one of Olive’s hopes and dreams was to make it to the ocean, and she 

was never able to go to the ocean. As Martha is collecting the water she sees Jimmy with another girl and falls 

into deep water where she almost downs. When she makes it to the shore she is thankful to be alive, thankful for 

her grandma and her sister. Martha’s attitude is changing for the better. She also receives a letter from Tate 

telling her he now knows what to do about Jimmy. Martha is excited but has no idea what he is planning on 

doing. Her and her family leave for home in two days.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 158 coaxed- attempt to influence by gentle persuasion  

  Pg 161 buoyant- capable of keeping the body afloat  

 Pg 166 blithe- joyous or merry 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.  Make predictions that are important to the story.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What does Martha discover when she wakes up in the middle of the night? Describe the event. 

2. Martha is taking her grandma’s advice and is choosing to do something nice for someone worse off than she 

is. What is Martha planning to do?  

3. What happens when Martha sees Jimmy holding hands with another girl?  

4. Martha’s attitude is changing. How and why? 

5. What do you think Tate is planning on doing to Jimmy? What made you think this? Use evidence from the 

text to help support your answer.  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How have your predictions changed throughout this story so far? Write about your first predictions and what 

you’ve read that has changed those predictions.  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 Title: Olive’s Ocean     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Harper Trophy_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 60-68  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 60-68: It’s time for Martha and her family to return to home. Martha gets to see Tate one last time. Tate 

stole his brothers, Jimmy, video tape of Jimmy and Martha kissing for her to destroy. He also writes Martha a 

letter that says he is the one who really likes Martha. On their way home Martha decides she will spend 

Christmas vacation with Godbee and Tate. Also, once she is home she tries to deliver Olive’s ocean (the jar of 

ocean water she collected for Olive’s mom) to her mother, but discovers she has moved far away. Martha uses a 

paint brush and the ocean water to write her name on the concrete step Olive used to sit on, until all the ocean 

water was gone. Martha runs home and is finally happy and content to be home, where she belongs.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 185 pliable- easily bent or flexible  

  Pg 187 alleviate- make easier  

 Pg 191 torrent- a stream of water flowing very steadily  

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. How does Tate make everything all right for Martha?  

2. What does Martha decide she will do on the plane ride home?  

3. What happens when Martha takes Olive’s ocean to her mother?  

4. When Mr. Waverly talks about Olive, it makes Martha’s heart hurt, why?  

5. Why do you think this book is titled Olive’s Ocean?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write a final chapter 69 to Olive’s Ocean. Think about the questions you still have that the author doesn’t 

answer for you.  
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