
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Toothpaste Millionaire     Level:_T_ISBN:13:978-0-618-75925-5__Publisher:__Houghton Mifflin 

Assignment: Chapter 1-3 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Book Review: Two friends Rufus and Kate decide to open a toothpaste business because the price of toothpaste 

is way too high. They end up opening a factory, they have a board of directors and stock holders. They have 

shown the world that even kids, if they dream big, can be successful and make a change in the world. Age 

doesn’t matter.  

 

Chapter 1-3: Kate is a white girl from Connecticut who has never seen a black person before. She moves to 

Cleveland Ohio where there are several black families. No one seems to want to be her friend because she is 

white. One day she was diving in and out of traffic because her books and papers were flying all over the street. 

Rufus stops traffic and helps her gather her things. He also helps her make her own saddle bags for her bike so 

hopefully she will never have the problem of losing her things again while riding her bike. They go to the store 

because Rufus’s mom needs toothpaste. He is outraged that a tiny tube of toothpaste could cost 79 cents and 

decides he will make his mother some for much cheaper than 79 cents.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 3 camshafts- part to a car 

  Pg 17 bicarbonate- salt carbonic aid (found in soda drinks)  

  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings. As you read today look for 

examples of Kate’s feelings in different situations. List 2 examples of their feelings and what causes the 

feelings, in your Reader’s notebooks.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. When Kate and her family move to Cleveland Ohio, why is it so different than Connecticut? 

2. How does Kate try to make new friends?  

3. Kate assumes they don’t what to be her friend because why?  

4. How does Kate meet Rufus?  

5. How does Rufus get the idea to try to make his own toothpaste?   

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Pretend you are Kate and you and your family have moved to a new town. What obstacles might you face? 

Now, think about a new student coming to Jefferson. How can you make moving to a new town and school 

easier for them?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Toothpaste Millionaire     Level:_T_ISBN:13:978-0-618-75925-5__Publisher:__Houghton Mifflin 

Assignment: Chapter 4-6 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 4-6: Rufus starts mixing up a concoction for his toothpaste. He has Kate and him mom try all this 

flavors so he knows which flavor will be the best for his toothpaste. Rufus could make forty tubes of toothpaste 

for 79 cents. Rufus figures out that if one tenth of every person in the world switch toothpaste that the owner of 

the new cheaper toothpaste could earn 2.5 million dollars a year.  

 

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 25 population- number of people in the world  

  Pg 25 census- study of the population including age and gender 

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make connections during their reading. While you are reading write down any connections you 

have during your reading. Remember to say if it was a text to text, text to self, or text to world connection.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. When Kate stops by Rufus’s house, what does she see?  

2. With the batch of toothpaste Rufus made, how many tubes of toothpaste can he make out of that batch?  

3. What math problem does Rufus, Kate and Kate’s dad solve?  

4. Kate thinks Rufus is nice in many ways, what is one of the nice things about Rufus?   

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Have you ever tried experimenting with anything to come up with a great new product or invention? If so, write 

about your experiment? Compare it to Rufus’s experiment.   

 

If you haven’t tried experimenting or inventing something, pretend you could invite something, what would it 

be? Compare your ideas to Rufus’s?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Toothpaste Millionaire     Level:_T_ISBN:13:978-0-618-75925-5__Publisher:__Houghton Mifflin 

Assignment: Chapter 7-9 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 7-9: Kate writes a letter to the Joe Smiley show and gets Rufus on the show to help advertise his 

toothpaste. After the show Rufus has almost 700 orders for toothpaste. His friends from school help out and he 

guarantees them to be stockholders in his company if they work over 100 hours. Kate thinks Rufus should 

switch to putting his toothpaste into jars since they are shipping the toothpaste, it costs extra the heavier the 

package. So, for his birthday present she is looking to buy empty tubes for Rufus, hoping to change his mind 

about the tubes.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 32 exaggerate- beyond the limits of the truth 

  Pg 40 principles- obligation of right conduct 

 Pg 45 miscellaneous- random or different kinds 

  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers ask questions during their reading. In your Reader’s notebook record the questions you have 

during your reading. We will discuss these questions when we meet back with our group.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. How does Rufus get on the Joe Smiley Show?  

2. What happens to Rufus’s toothpaste orders after the Joe Smiley Show?  

3. How does Rufus offer to pay his friends for all their help?  

4. Kate wants Rufus to try tubes instead of jars, why?  

5. What is Kate’s plan for Rufus’s birthday present?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Chapter 10 is titled, “A Gross Mistake”. What do you think will happen in chapter 10, based on the title?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Toothpaste Millionaire     Level:_T_ISBN:13:978-0-618-75925-5__Publisher:__Houghton Mifflin 

Assignment: Chapter 10-12 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 10-12: Kate goes to an auction and purchases 7,200 empty tubes for Rufus’s birthday present. She 

didn’t know she was buying that many. When the friends were using spoons to fill the empty tubes they knew 

there must be a simpler way. Rufus draws up a sketch of a machine, but it seems too complicated. Kate looks up 

the address of the company that went bankrupt. She thought if they had all these tubes, they must have had a 

machine that would fill the tubes as well. We Kate was trying to look through the windows of this building a 

man asked her if what she was doing. Once she explained what she was looking for the man looked happy and 

surprised. He told Kate that there was a machine in that building that could fill her empty tubes and he 

practically built it.   

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 52 economize- manage, downsize  

  Pg 61 soot- black residue from chimney or pipe  

 Pg 61 wrench- tool mechanics use 

  

  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in theses chapters and the following chapters during your reading. Remember 

to use evidence from the text to help support your answer.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What was Kate’s “gross mistake”?  

2. How does Rufus help Kate get all those tubes home?  

3. What problem did the friends discover as they were filling the tubes?  

4. What was Rufus’s answer to the problem? What did Kate think of Rufus’s plan?  

5. Kate has an idea, what is it?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Chapter 13 is called “Hector and the Happy Lips Plant”. Make an inference about what chapter 13 will be 

about, why is Hector important?  

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Toothpaste Millionaire     Level:_T_ISBN:13:978-0-618-75925-5__Publisher:__Houghton Mifflin 

Assignment: Chapter 13-15 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 3-15: Rufus meets Hector and instantly they discover they have similar passions. Rufus now understand 

that Hector goes with the tube filling machine. Rufus and Kate decide to go to the bank to take out a loan to rent 

the old Happy Lips Factory and to pay Hector a year’s salary. The bank would not give them the loan because 

they were only kids, even though they had a great idea. Hector then decides to go the bank himself and get the 

loan. He would then give it to Rufus, who would in turn pay him his year’s salary and the rent for the building. 

Within this arrangement Rufus also makes Hector a stockholder of the company which means he would get 

15% of the total profits for that year.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 64 chamber- part of the machine that holds the toothpaste  

  Pg 64 conveyor belt- continually moving belt 

 Pg 69 discriminate- making an assumptions based on skin color, way to 

dress, or social status 

  

  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings. As you read today look for 

examples of Kate, Rufus and Hector’s feelings in different situations. List 2 examples of their feelings and what 

causes the feelings, in your Reader’s notebooks.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What is Rufus’s first impression of Hector?  

2. The kids know they will need about $15,000 to start their business, what do they decide to do?  

3. When Rufus and Kate tell Hector they cannot come up with $15,000, what does Hector do?  

4. What plan do the three come up with?  

5. Do you think this is a good plan? Why or why not?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Every time Hector meets someone he always ask, “Do they discriminate?” Why do you think Hector always 

asked this? What would it be like to live like Hector?  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Toothpaste Millionaire     Level:_T_ISBN:13:978-0-618-75925-5__Publisher:__Houghton Mifflin 

Assignment: Chapter 16-18 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 16-18: Mr. Conti, their math teacher, decided he would make their math problems around their 

toothpaste business because so many of the students were invested and interested in the Rufus’s toothpaste 

business. Rufus explained that advertising is one thing they could not save money on. They needed to advertise 

if they were going to get the word out. Because of their honest advertising they had to open other factories to 

fulfill the orders. The kids are all realizing that the more employees, factories, and advertising they do the 

higher their cost goes up on their toothpaste. Because their toothpaste cost is so low, other companies are 

slashing their prices trying to compete with them. Some toothpaste companies are going out of business because 

Rufus’s business has taken so much business from their companies.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 85 sensible- showing good sense  

  Pg 91 photogenic- looking better in pictures than real life 

 Pg 100 pharmaceuticals- relating to drug stores, medicine  

  

  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in theses chapters and the following chapters during your reading. Remember 

to use evidence from the text to help support your answer.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What does Mr. Conti decide to do during math class?  

2. Why is “The Absolute Honest Commercial” a good title for chapter 17?  

3. What was Rufus’s idea about advertising? Do you think he was right about this?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

At the end of chapter 18 who wants to meet with Rufus? What do you think they will want? Write about what 

you think will happen.  

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Toothpaste Millionaire     Level:_T_ISBN:13:978-0-618-75925-5__Publisher:__Houghton Mifflin 

Assignment: Chapter 19-22 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 19-22: Kate decides she is going to write a movie script because of the price wars. The other toothpaste 

companies call Rufus and ask him to negotiate on a price and he is unwilling to negotiate, because he wants to 

keep his price low. Someone was hired to blow up their factory. No one was in the building or hurt. With the 

insurance money they rebuild a new factory. FBI agents were all over Rufus’s business, checking to make sure 

he didn’t cheat anyone money. Of course he didn’t cheat anyone money, he just didn’t do things that he should 

have done. After the mess Rufus decides to retire, because making the toothpaste was fun, but the business part 

of it was no longer fun for him. He leaves Hector in charge. All of the friends have a nice lump of money in the 

bank accounts.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 109 grudge- feeling resentment  

  Pg 111 fraud- deceit or trickery  

 Pg 112 accountants- managing person money accounts  

  

  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers pay attention to big ideas, theme, in the text to help them summarize and understand the text. As 

you read today pay attention to the big ideas. Tell what you think the big idea from the book is. What lesson or 

idea does the author want you to take away from his book?  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What does Kate decide she is going to do for a career?  

2. What happens to their toothpaste factory?  

3. What does Mr. Perkell tell Rufus he needs for his business?  

4. What does Rufus decide to do right before their new factory was almost finished being built?  

5. Do you think Hector will make a good owner? Why or why not?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write a final chapter 23. What do you think Rufus’s big plan is? What adventure do he and Kate have?  
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