
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Million Dollar Strike     Level:___T___ISBN:____078683751-9____Publisher:_____Hyperion_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 1-3 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Book Overview: This book is about two best friends who enjoy bowling together. When they find out their local 

bowling alley is going to be shut down, the boys, Ouchy and Squishy, decide to take matters into their own 

hands. They become friends with the owner of the bowling alley, who they feel is a little crazy. They play on 

his crazy ideas and unstableness and talk the owner, Mr. Zamboni, into letting them fix up the bowling alley so 

the town will not close it down. At the grand opening of the new bowling alley, Extreme Bowling, there is a 

clown who calls themselves Pinhead, who is trying to hurt people. The boys and Mr. Z decide to have a contest 

to give away one million dollars if the person can bowl a strike. They are having the contest in hopes of 

capturing Pinhead. When the million dollar ticket is drawn, it is Ouchy’s ticket. When he bowls for the million 

dollar he knocks all the pins down except one. Pinhead tries to hurt people once again, but as she does an 

earthquake hits. It turns out Pinhead is really the mayor and she tries three times to get rid of the bowling alley, 

before finally an earthquakes destroys the building and injuries her. In the end, Mr. Z continues his life 

somewhere no one knows for sure and he leaves the boys the bowling alley, which is now a pile of rubble.  

 

Chapter: Ouchy and Squishy have been best friends since 1
st
 grade. They enjoy bowling together. Parkfield City 

Council is having a meeting to decide if Bowl-a-Rama should close down. Ouchy and Squishy’s last game at 

the bowling, Ouchy met a strange bald man who he was instantly afraid of. It turns out the weird man is the 

owner of bowling alley. After school Ouchy and Squishy went to the bowling alley for one last game. They 

discovered the bowling alley was closed. They knew something had to be wrong so the two boys walked in and 

discovered Mr. Zamboni, the weird man, laying on the floor behind the pin machines.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 12 botched- mend up in a clumsy manner  

  Pg 13 ominously- threatening, portending evil or harm coming 
 Pg 25 perceptible- recognizable  

  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.  Make predictions to any questions you have about the book so far.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why do you think it bothered Ouchy so much that Squishy beat him?  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
2. What happened to Ouchy when he was getting ready to leave the bowling alley?  

3. What does Ouchy discover when he gets home?  

4. Ouchy talks Squishy into one last game of bowling after school, what do the boys discover when they get 

there?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write a prediction about what you think happened to Mr. Zamboni 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Million Dollar Strike     Level:___T___ISBN:  078683751-0    Publisher:_____Hyperion_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 4-6 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 4-6: Ouchy and Squishy meet Mr. Zamboni and realize he might be a little crazy but he is not a 

murderer. He allows the boys to bowel one last game for free and even gives both of them tips to make their 

bowling game better. They also find out that Mr. Zamboni has a lot of money from a magazine company he sold 

several years ago. He keeps his money locked up in a safe in the back of the bowling alley.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 30 paralyzed- inability to act, stand still, motionless  

  Pg 37 generalization- general statement  
 Pg 43 gyration- circular or spiral motion  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance  

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings. As you read today look for 

examples of Ouchy’s and Mr. Z’s feelings in different situations. List 2 examples of their feelings and what 

causes the feelings, in your Reader’s notebooks.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why do you think the title of chapter four is called, “The unusual Mr. Zamboni?  

2. What does Mr. Zamboni do while the boys are bowling? What does he do after they are finished bowling?  

3. Mr. Zamboni feels like the bowling alley being shut down is fate, explain his thinking?  

4. What scary or unique story does Mr. Zamboni tell the boys?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How do you think Mr. Zamboni really feels about losing his bowling alley? Remember to use examples from 

the text as evidence for your thinking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Million Dollar Strike     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Hyperion_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 7-9 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 7-9: Ouchy runs into a classroom bully who makes fun of him because bowling is Ouchy’s passion. 

Ouchy choses to write his 200 word essay over bowling and the teacher loves it and reads it to the whole class. 

Leslie King, the bully, punches and pushes Ouchy over after school (probably because of the attention he got 

from the teacher) Ouchy and Squishy go to the City Hall meeting to stand up for saving the bowling alley and 

Squishy talks the council into giving Mr. Z one month to fix things up and be an asset to the community. Mr. Z 

is having a mental breakdown and thinks the world is coming to an end in one month. The boys decide to play 

on his believing the world will end and convince him to fix up the bowling alley so they can got out with a bash. 

Mr. Z loves this idea.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 61 impersonation- pretend to be someone else 

  Pg 66 municipal- city building used for offices, mayor, police or fire dept. 
 Pg 67 condemn- pronounced unfit  

 Pg 67 revitalize- to give new life to 

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the characters as they read. They infer character traits as they read. Today as you read focus 

on Ouchy and Mr. Z. How would you describe them? What evidence do you have to support your thinking? In 

your reader’s notebooks, write character traits that describe Ouchy and Mr. Z and the evidence you have to 

support your ideas.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why do you think Leslie King is so mean? (Not why Ouchy’s mother thinks he mean, your own opinion)  

2. What metaphor does Ouchy use to compare bowling to real life?  

3. Why does Ouchy get mad at Squishy?  

4. Why does Mr. Z think the world is coming to an end?  

5. Ouchy and Squishy do not tell Mr. Z about the meeting, why?  

6. What is the boy’s plan for the bowling alley and Mr. Z?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

After observing Mr. Z’s character traits, do you think he makes a good bowling alley owner? What qualities 

should a business owner possess, in your opinion? Does Mr. Z have these qualities? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Million Dollar Strike     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Hyperion_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 10-12 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 10-12: Ouchy and Squishy make over the bowling alley. The news spreads quickly and soon the whole 

town is interested in the bowling alley. Mr. Z received a letter before the renovations started saying “you are 

going to die pinhead” Nothing bad ever happened to Mr. Z or the boys so they kind of put it out of their minds 

for the time being. During the night of the big ribbon cutting ceremony the whole town was at the bowling 

alley. A clown who called himself Pinhead threatened to kill everyone. He lit a bomb and rolled it down one of 

the lanes. Luckily the bowl rolled over its fuse or many people whole have died. Ouchy and Squishy make a list 

of potential “pinheads”.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 90 inheritance- property passing at the owners death 

  Pg 104 pandemonium- wild uproar, disorder  
 Pg 107 confrontation- meeting a person face to face  

 

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.  Make predictions to any questions you have about the book so far.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. How are the boys revamping the bowling alley?  

2. The boys question their reason for improving the bowling alley, why?  

3. During the grand opening what happens?  

4. Who do you think is Pinhead? Why?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about one of your predictions you made during your reading. Remember to include evidence from the text 

to help support your thinking.  

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Million Dollar Strike     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Hyperion_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 13-15 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 13-15: Pinhead strikes again! This time he has a hot air balloon on top of the bowling alley, so people 

thought it was supposed to be there. Pinheed8uye7i9ad then tried to catch it on fire to burn down the bowling 

alley. Ouchy, Squihsy and Mr. Z all want to catch Pinhead so they are going to have a contest to get lots of 

people into Bowl-a-Rama so he will try to strike again the they will finally catch him. Mr. Z knows that people 

are scared of the bowling alley because of the attacks so he makes the contest easier and is willing to give away 

1,000,000 dollars to the winner. He knows money will be people there, even if they are scared. Also, on New 

Years Eve the boys stayed with Mr. Z, because they are worried he will lose his mind if the world doesn’t end 

like he was so sure it was going to. Mr. Z seemed to be ok when he realized the world was not going to end.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 114 bystanders- people standing close by  

  Pg 118 incompetent- (person) mentally deficient person 
 Pg 132 absentmindedly- without thought 

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word. In your reader’s notebook record 

the words you do not know. Read the sentences before and after that word and see if you can determine the 

meaning of the word. See how many new words you can discover. We will spend some time when we meet 

back looking up these words in a dictionary to see how close you were to the real meaning of your words.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. How does Pinhead strike again?  

2. Who do you think Pinhead is? Remember to use evidence from the text to help support your answer. 

3. Why is chapter 14 called, “The Root of All Evil?” 

4. What is their plan to finally capture Pinhead?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Choose one of the words from your reading today that you didn’t know. Why do you think the author chose to 

use that word instead of a homophone of that word that more people know the meaning of? What makes this 

word the best word to use?  

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Million Dollar Strike     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Hyperion_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 16-19 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 16-19: The bowling alley was packed by 10 o’clock. The whole town was there for a chance to win the 

one million dollars. Each person was given a ticket and the mayor drew the ticket out of the box. There had 

been no sign of Pinhead when it was time for the drawing to take place. The mayor drew the number and 

repeated it several times. Ouchy was so worried about finding Pinhead and who could Pinhead be, that he never 

checked his ticket. When he finally did check his ticket he discovered that he was the winner and would get to 

roll for a million dollars. When Ouchy rolled he knocked over all the pins but the number five pin. Suddenly 

there was an earthquake and the five pin rolled over and people ran from the building. Mr. Z would not leave 

the building. He insisted that this was his destiny. He gave the keys to his safe to Ouchy and the boys ran out of 

the building. Within minutes “Extreme Bowling” was a crumbled mess.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 144 propelling- moving forward 

  Pg 148 dignity- evaluation of character  
 Pg 157 technicalities- very detailed  

 Pg 157 debris- ruins, rumble, destroyed  

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.  Make predictions to any questions you have about the book so far.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What does Ouchy notice when he goes to Extreme Bowling at 10 o’clock on January 1?  

2. What takes so long for the winner ticket holder to realize they had won?  

3. What is Ouchy thinking about when he walks up to lane ten, to bowl for the million dollars?  

4. What happens when Ouchy bowls? 

5. Why doesn’t Mr. Z stay inside the bowling alley while there is an earthquake? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write what you think happens to Mr. Z. Remember to use to evidence from the text to helps support your 

answer.  

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Million Dollar Strike     Level:___T___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Hyperion_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 19-21 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 19-21: After the earthquake hit, paramedics were able to pull Pinhead out of the building. Pinhead 

turned out to be the mayor, Mrs. Little. She also killed Mr. Dunn because she wanted to tear down Bowl-a-

Rama and build a dog bakery. She wanted to start a new life after politics. Mr. Z’s body was never found, but 

when the boys opened up his safe there was a note from Mr. Z. He told the boys he took the money with him 

and he realized destiny was up to you and not fate. He also left Ouchy and Squishy the bowling alley, even 

though there was nothing left of it now.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 159 instinctively- instinct, natural  

  Pg 162 amplification- sound getting louder 
 Pg 164 archery- sport with bows and arrows  

 Pg 170 rehabilitation- to restore to a condition of good health 

   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers pay attention to big ideas, theme, in the text to help them summarize and understand the text. As 

you read today pay attention to the big ideas. Tell what you think the big idea from the book is. What lesson or 

idea does the author want you to take away from his book?  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Who is the real Pinhead?  

2. Chief thought it was her all along, what clues did he discover that lead him to believe it was her?  

3. What happened to Mr. Z?  

4. What do Ouchy and Squishy receive in the end?  

5. What lesson does Mr. Z learn?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How can you apply Mr. Z’s lesson to your own life?  
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