
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 1 (Ch. 1-2) 

Pgs. 1-11 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we will start reading Firegirl by Tony Abbott.  In this book, a girl named Jessica moves to Tom’s 

school.  The students struggle to accept her because she has been badly burned.  Tom tries to be her 

friend.        

 

Day 1:  In today’s reading, you will meet Tom and his friend Jeff.  Read to find out what they talk about.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Cobra (pg. 4)- classic sports car from the 1960s (context clues) 

floored (pg. 5)- very surprised 

snickered (pg. 9)- laughed 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers recognize the elements of a story as they begin a book.  In the reading today, you will meet two 

characters and learn about the setting.  While you are reading, record the setting and write down two 

things you learn about Tom and two things you learn about Jeff.  Be ready to share during our discussion 

time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Who is telling the story? (point of view)   

 How do you know? 

What is the setting of the story? 

What did you learn about Tom? 

 What did you learn about Jeff? 

What do you think about Tom and Jeff’s friendship so far? 

Would Jeff be the type of person you would be friends with?  Explain. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 2 (Ch. 3-4) 

Pgs. 12-23 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 2:  In today’s reading, Tom talks about how he daydreams about Courtney.  Read to find out how he 

rescues her in his daydreams.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) lavatory (pg. 12)- bathroom 

trance (pg. 14)- being dazed or daydreaming 

marauders (pg. 18)- invaders 

bailed (pg. 19)- jumped  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about why characters act the way they do.  In the reading today, you will read 

about all the ways Tom has daydreamed about how he would rescue Courtney.  Record three of his ideas 

of how he would rescue Courtney.  Then infer:  Why doesn’t Tom quit daydreaming about Courtney and 

just talk to her?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

How does the author describe Courtney? 

In Tom’s daydreams, how does he rescue Courtney? 

 Infer:  Why doesn’t Tom just talk to Courtney? 

 Does Tom like Courtney because she is pretty and smart or because she is a nice person?  Explain. 

On pg. 23, Tom thinks about how Jeff is the only other kid he ever talks to very much.  What does  that 

tell you about Tom?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 3 (Ch. 5-6) 

Pgs. 24-34 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 3:  In today’s reading, Mrs. Tracy tells the class they will have elections for class president and that 

they will be getting a new student named Jessica who has been badly burned.  Jessica comes into their 

class.  Read to find out how the kids respond.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) candidates (pg. 25)- people who seek an elected office 

nominate (pg. 25)- to propose that someone run for an office 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers put themselves in the shoes of the characters they read about to better understand why 

characters respond the way they do.  In today’s reading, Jessica will join Tom’s class.  She is badly 

burned and the other students are not sure what to say or do.  Write down what you would say and do if 

you were in Tom’s class when Jessica came in.  Explain your thinking.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Does the election sound like fun?  Explain. 

 Do you think Tom will work up the nerve to nominate Courtney?  Explain. 

What was your impression when Jessica came in? 

 What do you think happened to Jessica? 

 What would you say or do if you were in Tom’s class when Jessica came in?  Why? 

Do you think having Jessica as part of the class will change the class at all?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 4 (Ch. 7-8) 

Pgs. 35-47 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 4:  In today’s reading, Tom goes over to Jeff’s house after school.  Jeff burns his Batmobile car.  The 

kids try to adjust to having Jessica in their classroom.  Read to find out what Tom learns about Jessica.        

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) treatments (pg. 42)-medicine and/or procedures to help a patient 

skin grafts (pg. 43)- when doctors take skin from one part of a person  

and stick it on another part that is damaged, hoping it will 

grow normally (context clues) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about what motivates characters to act the way they do.  In the reading today, 

Jeff talks about Jessica in a mean way and decides to burn his Batmobile car.  Infer:  Why is Jeff so 

hateful and angry?  What motivates him to act this way?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What are some of the things Jeff says about Jessica? 

Infer:  Why is Jeff so hateful and angry? 

What motivates him to act this way? 

 What would be some other ways Jeff could deal with his anger? 

Are the kids trying to get to know Jessica?  Explain.   

The students are starting to wonder how Jessica got burned. 

 What questions do you have right now? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 5 (Ch. 9-10) 

Pgs. 48-66 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 5:  In today’s reading, some of the boys say mean things about Jessica.  Tom wants them to stop so 

he tells several of his friends about his crush on Courtney.  Jeff refuses to hold Jessica’s hand during a 

prayer.   Read to find out how the others in the class respond.          

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) prosperous (pg. 54)- well-to-do, wealthy 

contagious (pg. 56)- spreading from person to person 

campaign (pg. 61)- activities people do who are running for office 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers put themselves in the shoes of the characters they read about to better understand why 

characters respond the way they do.  In today’s reading, Jeff refuses to hold Jessica’s hand during the 

class prayer.  How did Jessica respond?  How do you think this made Jessica feel?  How do you think it 

made the other students in the class feel?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

The kids keep talking about Jessica.  How does this make Ton feel? 

What does he do to try to stop them from talking to Jessica? 

Was it a good idea to tell the boys about Courtney?  Explain.   

Jeff refuses to hold Jessica’s hand during the prayer? 

 How does she respond? 

How do you think it made her feel? 

 How do you think it made the rest of the students feel? 

What clues do we learn in Chapter 10 about why Jeff is so angry? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 6 (Ch. 11-12) 

Pgs. 67-80 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 6:  In today’s reading, Jessica drops a picture which Tom and several others students see.  The 

students continue to spread rumors about Jessica.  Read to find out what they say.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) inaudible (pg. 72)- hard to hear 

bizarre (pg. 73)- weird, strange 

rumors (pg. 76)- gossip 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make predictions as they read.  They continue to revise their predictions as they continue the 

story.  In today’s reading, the students spread rumors about what happened to Jessica.  What do you 

predict really happened to Jessica and her family?  Give several ideas.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Who do you think the girl in the picture is? 

What were some of the rumors the students were spreading about Jessica? 

 What do you predict really happened to Jessica and her family? 

Infer:  Why do you think Jessica goes to school when she has such a hard time fitting in?  Couldn’t her  

mom just home-school her? 

How is Tom’s friendship with Jeff changing?  Explain. 

Predict:  What will happen when Tom brings Jessica her homework? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 7 (Ch. 13) 

Pgs. 81-93 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 7:  In today’s reading, Tom drops off Jessica’s homework.  Read to find out what Jessica and Tom 

talk about.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) expression (pg. 82)- the look on a face 

slogan (pg. 86)- a catchy phrase 

indestructible (pg. 89)- unbreakable, can’t be destroyed 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections to the characters to better understand why characters respond the way they 

do.  In today’s reading, Tom goes over to Jessica’s house to deliver her homework.  He is not sure what to 

say or do.  Write about a time you weren’t sure what to say or do.  What happened?  What did you do?   

Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Why do you think Jessica hates her mom? 

Why do you think Tom tells Jessica about the superhero ideas? 

Would you rather have a huge power or a small power like what Tom talks about?  Explain. 

Why do you think Tom would rather have a small power?  

What does that tell you about Tom? 

Connection:  When did you have a time when you didn’t know what to say or do? 

 What happened?  What did you do? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 8 (Ch. 14-15) 

Pgs. 94-110 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 8:  In today’s reading, Jessica’s dad tells Tom how Jessica got burned.  Jeff invites Tom to ride in his 

uncle’s Cobra on Saturday.  Jessica invites Tom to come to New Haven with her and her dad.  Read to 

find out what Tom decides to do.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) torture (pg. 96)- cause severe pain 

gesture (pg. 98)- hand movement 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about what motivates characters to act the way they do.  In today’s reading, 

Tom has to decide between Jeff’s uncle’s Cobra and Jessica’s trip to New Haven.  Why do you think he 

makes the decision he does?  What would you have done?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What did you think when Jessica’s dad told Tom about how Jessica was burned? 

Why would Jessica tell everyone that the girl in the picture was her sister? 

How did Tom react to the truth? 

Why does Tom decide to see the Cobra with Jeff? 

What would you have done? 

Do you think Tom will regret this decision?  Explain.  

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 9 (Ch. 16-17) 

Pgs. 111-127 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 9:  In today’s reading, Tom waits for Jeff to show up, but he never does.  Class election day arrives.  

Read to find out who gets nominated and elected.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) pathetic (pg. 117)- worthless 

retracted (pg. 122)- took back 

applause (pg. 125)- clapping 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers ask questions so they can search for answers.  We are getting close to the end of the book.  While 

you read today, ask at least three questions that you still hope will be answered by the end of the book.  

Write down any answers to the questions you find.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Do you think Jeff really has an uncle with a Cobra?  Explain. 

What does Tom realize about Jeff? 

Why do you think Jessica nominates Tom for class president? 

 Do you think he would have done a good job?  Explain.   

What questions did you have during these chapters? 

 What answers did you find? 

How do you think this book will end? 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Firegirl  Level: T       ISBN:  978-0316011709  Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 10 (Ch. 18-20) 

Pgs. 128-145 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 10:  In today’s reading, Jeff shows up in his uncle’s Cobra.  Tom doesn’t take a ride with them 

because he is on his way to Jessica’s house.  Read to find out what Jessica tells him.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) horizon (pg. 128)- the apparent line that divides the earth and the sky 

mumbled (pg. 139)- muttered, to speak in a low manner 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about the impact characters have on other characters.  In today’s reading, Tom 

thinks about how Jessica impacted his life.  Infer:  How did Jessica impact and change Tom’s life?  Who 

has impacted your life?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What happened between Tom and Jeff? 

How would you describe Tom’s friendship with Jeff now?  Why? 

What does Jessica tell Tom? 

How did Jessica impact and change Tom’s life? 

 How did Tom impact Jessica’s life? 

 Who has impacted your life?  Explain.  

Were you satisfied with the ending?  Explain. 

 What (if anything) would you have done differently? 

 

 

 

 


