
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Boy Tales of Childhood Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Puffin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 1-2  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Book Overview: This book is a very clearer, silly and completely fascinating autobiography written by Roald 

Dahl himself. He tells short stories from his childhood. Some stories from his life are funny. Some are painful 

and some are unpleasant.  

 

Chapter 1-2: Roald talks about his successful father and uncle. They run away to France and become successful 

business men. He tells of his father’s first wife who died after childbirth. His father remarried to another woman 

who had 5 children. His father’s favorite daughter died of appendicitis. His father took ill weeks later with 

pneumonia and died. A single mother of now 5 children, because she was pregnant when her husband died, 

decides to stay and raise five children in a foreign country so her children could be educated in English schools. 

Roald’s father was very adamant that his children be taught in English.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 13 amiable- pleasant personal qualities  

  Pg 14 trawlers- a person who fishes with a net 

 Pg 20 catastrophe- a sudden widespread disaster   

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers use comprehension strategies to help them understand the story. Today as you read, mark a place 

where you used a strategy to help you understand the text. See if you can use more than one different type of 

comprehension strategy during your reading.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What was the most memorable event you will remember about Roald Dahl’s grandfather?  

2. Roald’s father and uncle wanted to be rich and successful and move to England or France. What did their 

father think of this?  

3. What did the boys finally decide to do?  

4. In your opinion was this a good idea for the two brothers? Why or why not?  

5. How did Roald’s father die? Describe the situation in detail.  

6. Why did his mother choose to stay in Wales and not move back Norway where she would have help raising 

her five children?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How did focusing on reading comprehension strategies help you as a reader? Do you think it’s important to use 

these strategies every time you read? Why or why not?   



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Boy Tales of Childhood Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Puffin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 3-6 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 3-6: The reader discovers that Roald Dahl was a little trouble marker. He and his friends pulled a prank 

on the candy store owner. They put a dead mouse in one of her candy jars. At first, they thought they killed her 

but it turns out they didn’t. The lady found them at their school and their principal paddled all the boys. When 

Roald’s mother saw his bruised bottom she decided he would not go to the school next year. Roald would have 

to go to boarding school instead.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 29 tuppence-reduction of two pence  

  Pg 30 cauldron- large kettle or pot 

 Pg 47 riveted- fixed firmly  

                                                             Pg 47 pantomime- art of conveying emotions, but gestures without speech 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. In these few chapters Roald tells us a short story from when we 

was around 7 years old. I want you think about the plot in these chapters. In your reader’s notebooks I want you 

to record the characters, setting, problem and solution.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why did the boys not like the candy store owner?  

2. If the boys didn’t like her so much, why do you think they always stopped by after school?  

3. How did the boys find the mouse?  

4. What did the boys do with the mouse?  

5. How did the boys find out Mrs. Pratchett was still alive?  

6. What was their punishment?  

7. What does Roald’s mother decide to do after the school year?  

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Have you ever pulled a prank on someone like Roald? Think of a time where you thought you were in serious 

trouble. Write about that time remembering to include your characters, setting, problem and solution.  

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Boy Tales of Childhood Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Puffin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 7-9 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 7-9: Roald talks about his family summer vacations to Norway. The reader learns about his unique 

family traditions and the challenges of traveling with such a large family. He describes his summers in details 

what things they did. Ronald loved this part of his childhood. What he didn’t love from his childhood is having 

his adenoids taken out without any pain medicine before or after the procedure.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 53 idyllic- charming, simple or rustic  

  Pg 55 cavalcade- horse drawn carriage  

   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. In these few chapters Roald tells us a short story from when we 

was around 7 years old. I want you think about the plot in these chapters. In your reader’s notebooks I want you 

to record the characters, setting, problem and solution.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

1. In the chapter, “Going to Norway” what was one of the traditions you found most strange?  

2. What did Ronald and his family enjoy doing with their motor boats?  

3. What do you think about their Nanny? Why?  

4. Roald loved this time period in his life. What is one event that is not a good memory for him? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Do you think you would have enjoyed to grow up in Roald Dahl’s family? Why or why not. Make sure you use 

examples from the text to help support your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Boy Tales of Childhood Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Puffin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 10-14 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 10-14: Roald is set off to boarding school where he is awfully homesick. They make the students write 

letters to home every Sunday. The headmasters are constantly reading their letters over their shoulders. Students 

know they should only say nice things in their letters homes, because they feared the headmaster and Matron. 

Writing letters home on every Sunday is a tradition that Roald would continue throughout his mother’s lifetime. 

He wrote her a letter every Sunday until she died. Roald is so homesick during boarding school that he fakes 

having appendicitis and because of this he gets to go home for three days. Finally during the Christmas holiday 

of his first year he was able to go home for a bit. His sister has learned to drive, or so they think. She was 

driving way to fast and the car wrecked. Roald’s nose was cut off his head, and is only hanging on by a sliver of 

skin. They rushed to the doctors and he is able to sew his nose back on his head.  

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 78 disembarked-leave  

  Pg 79 Matron- a woman serving as a guard  

 Pg 88 confiscated- taken away  

 Pg 97 inflammation- swollen or enlarged  

 Pg 102 pedestrian- a person who travels by foot 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings. We learn a lot about Roald Dahl 

in these few chapters. In your reader’s notebooks write down the Roald’s different thoughts and feelings and 

what causes those feelings. Remember to use evidence from the text to support your answers.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What was the first day of boarding school like for Roald Dahl? Remember to use evidence from your text to 

support your answer.  

2. What is a tradition Roald took from boarding school that he continued to do throughout his life?  

3. What did the Matron do to Tweedie who was snoring in his sleep?  

4. Roald was so homesick, what did he do to get home? What happened to him when he did get home?  

5. The last chapter you read was called “A drive in a motor-car”, why do you think this is the title for this 

chapter?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

If you had to go to boarding school at nine years of age how would your thoughts and feelings be similar to 

Roald’s? How would they be different? Be descriptive as possible.  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Boy Tales of Childhood Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Puffin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 15-18 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 15-18: Roald meets Captain Hardcastle. Roald broke the nub of his pen during a writing assignment. 

He knew he was not allowed to speak or look up during these writing assignments, but he decided to risk asking 

to borrow a nub instead of not finishing his assignment and get into trouble. Captain Hardcastle heard him 

whispering and gave him a stripe. A stripe meant he would get spanked with a cane. During the summer his 

ancient half-sister was getting married. The family was rather annoyed with the couple because they didn’t want 

to do anything with the family and were always with each other. Roald filled his half-sister’s finance pipe with 

goat poop. He smoked it and his lungs started burning and he and his finance really panicked. When Roald turns 

13 his mother gives him the choice of which public school he wants to go to, and he decides Repton. What he 

doesn’t know is that he has to wear a ridiculous outfit.   

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 109 corrugated- wrinkled, as skin on face 

  Pg 113 porcelain- translucent ceramic material  

 Pg 118 precincts- a room or place that is understood as off limits  

 Pg 120 lacerated- pained or wounded  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word. In your reader’s notebook record 

the words you do not know. Read the sentences before and after that word and see if you can determine the 

meaning of the word. See how many new words you can discover. We will spend some time when we meet 

back looking up these words in a dictionary to see how close you were to the real meaning of your words.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why did Roald get into trouble during Prep?  

2. What was his punishment?  

3. What funny prank did Roald pull on his half-sister’s finance? What happened because of his prank?  

4. Roald’s mother gave him a choice, when he was 13, for what public school he went to. He chose Reptotn. Do 

you think this was a good choice? Why or why not?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a time you were wrongly accused of something and were punished for. What happened?  Describe 

the even thoroughly. How did that make you feel?  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Boy Tales of Childhood Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Puffin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 19-22 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 19-22: In these chapters Roald describes his beatings he would receive from different people at his 

schools. This greatly confused him. They would preach about forgiveness and mercy but then never showed it 

to the boys. He wanted nothing to do with a God, because these “men of God” preached one thing and did the 

opposite. He also tells of a fond memory of receiving chocolates from a nearby factory where the boys were 

asked to try to the chocolate, rate them and give the company useful feedback on their chocolates. This was his 

inspiration for writing Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. He also mentions Corkers who was supposed to teach 

the boys math, but never teach them any math. Of course the boys loved this teacher.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 145 vivid-clear  

  Pg 148 connoisseur- a person who is competent to pass critical judgments 

 Pg 148 palate- roof of the mouth, sense of taste  

 Pg 148 concocting- devise or make up  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers form questions during their reading. Write down questions you have during your reading in your 

reader’s notebooks. Also, write down what events from the story that helped you to form those questions.  We 

will discuss these questions when we meet back.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What is a Boazer? What is your opinion of these Boazers? Use evidence from the text to help support your 

answer.  

2. Why was Roald so confused about religion and God when he was at school?  

3. What helped inspire the writing of the book, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory?  

4. What did the boys like about Corker?  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Imagine you had a teacher like Corker, what subject would he or she teach? What events would occur in the 

classroom? Be creative!  

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Boy Tales of Childhood Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Puffin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 23-26 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 23-26: In the final chapters the reader learns about more beatings from the Head of the House, and the 

cruel things they would make Roald do. The reader also finds out that Roald was a very good at Eton-fives, very 

much like handball. He won the junior and senior schools when he was only fifteen years old. They made him 

captain of team which meant he would become a Boazer. He knew he would not be a good Boazer because he 

would not be able to beat or treat people the way Boazers were expected to. So, they made him captain but he 

would not be a Boazer. After school he got hired by Shell. While working with Shell he was sent to Africa! His 

dream job! He would be in Africa much longer than his expected three years because of WW11. He talks briefly 

about his time as a piloting shooting down German planes and he himself was shot down, but survived the 

crash.  

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 154 supercilious-contemptuous  

  Pg 161 conspicuous – attracting special attention 

 Pg 163 melancholy- a gloomy state of mind 

 Pg 176 marauders- people who would roam, looking to steal from others  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text. If you had to 

choose one or two themes from this book what would you infer those themes to be? What lesson is the author 

trying to teach you? Remember to use evidence from the text to help support your answer.  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. When Roald was a fag at Repton, what did he have to do every Sunday?  

2. What are two things that Roald was very good at? How did these two things help with his stay at Repton? 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  

3. What does Roald do after Repton?  

4. What is the most exciting story from these chapters did you enjoy most? Why?  

5. The book leaves you wondering what?  

6. Are there questions you still have about Roald Dahl’s childhood?  

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How has Roald Dahl inspired you? What have you learned from him and his childhood stories?  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

 


