
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Friendship  Level: S      ISBN: 978-0140389647   Publisher: Puffin Books 

            Day 1 (pgs. 9- top of 22) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we will start reading The Friendship by Mildred Taylor.  This is a historical fiction book that takes 

place during the 1930’s when blacks were not treated fairly.  In this book, Cassie and her brothers go to 

the Wallace store.  While they are there, they see Mr. Tom Bee who calls Mr. Wallace by his first name, 

John.  John tells him not to call him by his first name and ends up taking action against Tom.  Let’s read 

the Author’s Note (located at the end of the book) together. 

 

In today’s reading, you will meet Cassie and her three brothers, Stacey, Christopher-John, and Little 

Man.  They go the Wallace store to help out a neighbor.  Read to find out what happens in the store.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  indignant (pg. 9)- angry, annoyed 

 objection (pg. 11)- protest, opposition 

sympathizing (pg. 17)- trying to understanding how someone else feels   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers recognize the elements of a story as they begin a book.  In the reading today, you will meet 

several characters and learn about the setting and one conflict the children have in the store.  While you 

are reading, record the setting, the conflict, and the characters you meet.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? (Talk about setting, conflict, and characters.) 

Who is telling the story? (point of view)   

 How do you know? 

How did the two men treat the children? 

 Why did they act that way? 

 What did the men mean when they said they could plant seeds on Little Man? 

 How would you have responded in the same situation? 

Why don’t you think Cassie’s parents want the children to go into the store? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Friendship  Level: S      ISBN: 978-0140389647   Publisher: Puffin Books 

             Day 2 (pgs. 22-35) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

In today’s reading, Cassie and her brothers wait for Mr. Tom Bee in the Wallace store.  Tom calls the 

owner, Mr. Wallace, by his real name.  Read to find out how the Wallaces respond.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  frail (pg. 24)- weak, feeble 

stubbornness (pg. 25)- not giving in, wanting your own way  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Note:  The word nigger is used on page 29 and several times 

throughout the book. 

    

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about characters’ traits and feelings based on their schema and clues from the 

text.  In today’s reading, you will read about how Mr. Tom Bee calls Mr. Wallace, John.  Make some 

inferences about why you think Tom feels comfortable calling Mr. Wallace, John.  What could have 

happened in the past that makes Tom feel this way?  Use details from the text to support your answer.  

Be ready to share your inferences during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What do you think of Jeremy?   

 Why do you think the author included him as one of the characters? 

Why did the fact that Tom said “John” upset the Wallace sons? 

 How did John Wallace respond to Tom? 

What inferences did you make about why Tom feels comfortable calling Mr. Wallace, “John”? 

 What could have happened in the past that makes Tom feel this way? 

 How do you know?  (Details from the text) 

What do you predict might happen? 

 

 
  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Friendship  Level: S      ISBN: 978-0140389647   Publisher: Puffin Books 

             Day 3 (pgs. 36 -53) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

In today’s reading, Cassie and her brothers go back to the store with Mr. Tom Bee because he forgot 

something.  Read to find out how Mr. Wallace responds this time to being called John.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  rebuked (pg. 42)- reprimanded, showed disapproval 

hardening (pg. 46)- toughening 

judgment day (pg. 53)- day at the end of times 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

    

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about the motives that influence characters’ feelings and actions.  In today’s 

reading, John Wallace reacts differently when Mr. Tom Bee calls him John.  Make some inferences about 

why you think he responds differently this time.  Use details from the text to support your answer.  Be 

ready to share your inferences during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What do we learn about Mr. Tom Bee’s relationship with Mr. John Wallace? 

What inferences can you make about why John Wallace responded differently this time? 

 What details did you find in the text? 

What do you think happened to Mr. Tom Bee? 

Put yourself in the characters’ shoes:   

What do you think the Wallaces were thinking when this shooting happened? 

What do you think Jeremy (as a white kid) was thinking when this shooting happened? 

What do you think Cassie and her brothers were thinking when this shooting happened? 

What do you think Mr. Tom Bee was thinking when this shooting happened? 

 
 


