
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Journey Level: S  ISBN: 978-0-440-40809-3  Publisher: Yearling 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Intro-Chp. 1-2  

p. 1-13 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to start reading a book by Patricia MacLachlan called Journey. Let’s take a 

moment to read the back cover to help us understand what this story is about. (Read & Discuss) We are 

going to read the introduction through chapter 2. You will read pages 1-13. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    hocks (p. 2)       dismayed (p. 5) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   sun-dappled (p. 10)  unhearing (p. 11) 

         

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Why do you think Journey is so angry in chapter 1? 

What else did we learn about him? 

Journey is bothered by Grandpa always taking pictures. When he asked him why does he do that, 

Grandma replied that he needed to. What do you think she meant? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Journey Level: S  ISBN: 978-0-440-40809-3  Publisher: Yearling 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 3-5 p. 13-32 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Today we meet Journey’s best friend, Cooper. Cooper is also in love with 

Cat. We learn more about the power of the camera and the photos taken. As you read, be thinking about 

each character and his or her feelings. Write down important details that help us infer what each one is 

feeling. We are going to read chapters 3-5 today. You will read pages 13-32. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    besotted (p. 14) furrows (p. 20) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   fetching (p. 22) banished (p. 27)  

  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

  Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings. 

  

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What do you think Journey and Cat are feeling about their mother? Cat seemed to like the fact that she 

looked like her grandmother. However, she seemed disappointed that she looked like her mother. Why do 

you think that is? 

How does Journey feel about looking like his grandfather?  

Did you notice any changes in Journey’s state of mind? Is he still angry? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Journey Level: S  ISBN: 978-0-440-40809-3  Publisher: Yearling 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 6-8 p. 33-51 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, Journey gets a cat. He tells his grandma, “I need this 

cat.” There are many connections between the events in the story and Journey’s feelings toward his 

mother leaving. As you read today, stop and write down your thinking. Add any questions you may also 

have about the story or its characters. We are going to read chapters 6-8 today. You will read pages 33-

51. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   bureau (p. 34)  beckoned (p. 39) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  groused (p. 46)     

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support thinking. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Share your thinking. 

The phrase, “the camera knows” is frequently repeated in this story. Explain its meaning. 

At the end of today’s reading, Journey tells Cooper that if he can put the pictures back together, 

everything will be all right. What do you think this means? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Journey Level: S  ISBN: 978-0-440-40809-3  Publisher: Yearling 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 9-11 p. 51-68 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In our reading today, Journey begins to realize how difficult it will be to 

put the pictures back together. He ends up going to Cooper’s to apologize for something he said to him 

out of frustration. If you were Journey, how would you feel? Do you have any connections to the story or 

to what Journey is experiencing? When you finish reading today, take a few moments to respond to any 

connections you have to this story or to the characters. We are going to read chapters 9-11 today. You 

will read pages 51-68. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)    

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings. 

 

   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

How does the text make you feel? Have your feelings changed as you’ve been reading the text? 

Who is the most important character to you? Why? 

Take a minute to answer this question in writing- Compare a situation in the book to a similar situation 

in your life. How did having gone through this situation help you understand the book or characters 

better? Share if student is comfortable-may be too personal. 

 

  

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Journey Level: S  ISBN: 978-0-440-40809-3  Publisher: Yearling 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chp. 12-13 p. 68-83 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Today we will finish Journey. Journey, Cat and their grandparents have 

learned a lot about each other and themselves the past several months. After you read today, I want you 

to think about how the characters changed from the beginning of the story to the end. I also want you to 

write a short book review. Would you recommend this book to friends? Why or why not? We are going 

to read chapters 12-13 today. You will read pages 68-83. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   disintegrate (p. 69)  claque (p. 70) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  rivulet (p. 74)     darkroom (p. 80)     

         

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 Readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support thinking. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 

Share writing & book reviews. 

Are Journey’s dreams important to the story? Why or why not? Why do you think the author included 

them in the story? 

Would you change anything about the ending? What would you change? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 


