
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Hiroshima      Level: S        ISBN: 978-0590208338   Publisher: Scholastic 

             Day 1 (Ch. 1-3) 

pgs. 1-13 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  Today we will start reading Hiroshima by Laurence Yep.  In the beginning of the 

book, we find out that an American plane called Enola Gay is carrying an atom bomb and is headed 

toward Japan.  Two sisters, Riko and Sachi, are going about their day-to-day business in Hiroshima, 

Japan.  Riko works at the army station and gets the message about a bomb heading toward Hiroshima.  

After the bomb drops, Sachi and others work to survive in the devastation.  Near the end of the book, you 

will learn more about what happened in the years after the bombing.  

 

Day One:  In chapters 1-3, you will learn about the plane that is on its way to drop the atom bomb on 

Hiroshima.  You will also meet Riko and Sachi who live in Hiroshima.  Read to learn what their reactions 

are to the American planes over Japan. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  routine (pg. 1)- normal 

 shrine (pg. 5)- place people go to worship their god  

 Buddha (pg. 5)- type of god some people worship   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Enola Gay and Straight Flush- in italics (name of American 

bomber planes)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers activate their schema or background knowledge about a topic before they read to help them 

make connections to the text.  Before you read today, write down everything you already know about 

Hiroshima or World War II in Japan.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these chapters? 

Was there anything in these chapters that you didn’t understand? 

Describe Sachi and Riko. 

What was some schema you brought to the reading today about Hiroshima or WWII or Japan? 

Why did the United States decide to drop the atom bomb on Japan? 

What questions do you have? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Hiroshima      Level: S        ISBN: 978-0590208338   Publisher: Scholastic 

Day 2 (Ch. 4-5) 

pgs. 14-24 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Two:  In the chapters today, you will read about how the atom bomb works.  The Americans will 

drop the bomb on Hiroshima.  Read to find out about some of the effects that result from the bomb. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  ancient (pg. 15)- old 

 bombardier (pg. 16)- person who releases the bomb  

 uranium (pg. 18)- type of element included in an atom bomb    

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers look for similes and metaphors to help them better understand what the author is trying to 

describe.  As you know, similes are comparisons using like or as and metaphors are comparisons without 

using like or as.  As you read today, record at least 3 similes or metaphors you find and their page 

numbers.  Also, write down what is being compared in each simile or metaphor.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these chapters? 

 What were some of the facts you learned? 

Was there anything in these chapters that you didn’t understand? 

What is your response to the copilot’s comment: “What have we done?” 

What similes and metaphors did you find? 

 What was being compared?  

How did these similes and metaphors help you? 

What could you visualize as you were reading? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Hiroshima      Level: S        ISBN: 978-0590208338   Publisher: Scholastic 

             Day 3 (Ch. 6-7) 

pgs. 25-37 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Three:  In the chapters today, you will read about Sachi’s life after the bomb.  She becomes part of a 

group called “the Hiroshima Maidens.”  This group of women is taken to United States.  Read to find out 

how the Americans help the women and what happens to Sachi.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  occupy (pg. 35)- keep her busy, take up time, engage 

 victims (pg. 36)- people suffering 

 controversy (pg. 37)- disagreement 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers discuss big ideas or themes they learn from the reading.  Themes are lessons you learn from a 

book.  As you are reading today, think about what lessons we can learn from this book so far.  Be ready 

to share during our discussion time. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these chapters? 

Was there anything in these chapters that you didn’t understand? 

Why do you think Americans helped Japanese victims? 

How would you feel if you were Sachi? 

What are some themes or lessons we can learn from the book so far? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Hiroshima      Level: S        ISBN: 978-0590208338   Publisher: Scholastic 

                 Day 4 (Ch. 8-Afterword) 

pgs. 38-52 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Four:  In the reading today, you will learn how different countries reacted after this atom bomb was 

dropped, and you will learn what Hiroshima is like today.  You will also hear about a girl named Sadako 

who got sick and died from radiation nine years after the bomb dropped.  In the Afterword, read to find 

out how the author went about writing this book.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  treaty (pg. 40)- agreement between people or countries 

 relics (pg. 45)- remains, ruins 

 composite (pg. 50)- combination 

 evacuations (pg. 51)- mass departure 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze key ideas from books to help make sense of what they are reading.  Today you will write 

down your thoughts about the following quotes from the book:  “Rest in peace for the mistake shall not be 

repeated” (pg. 46) and “The atom bomb is too terrible a weapon.  It must not drop again” (pg. 49).  Answer 

some of these questions:  Do you agree with the quotes?  Disagree?  Was this a mistake?  Would there 

ever be another time when a country should drop an atom bomb?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these chapters? 

Was there anything in these chapters that you didn’t understand? 

What are some things you learned from this book about Hiroshima or the atom bomb? 

What are your thoughts about the two quotes? 

Do you agree or disagree?  Explain.  

Was dropping the atom bomb a mistake? 

Would there ever be another time when a country should drop an atom bomb?  Explain.  


