
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)       Book Introduction & Chp. 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Introduce the book and main characters:   

 

Today we are going to start reading a book by E. L. Konigsburg called, From the Mixed-up Files 

of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler. This book was first published in 1967. Therefore, some of the vocabulary or 

events may seem a little different than what we say or do now. This is a story about a girl, Claudia, and 

her brother, Jamie. Claudia has decided to run away because she wasn’t feeling appreciated in her own 

home. She convinces her brother to join her. Today, our reading starts with a letter from Mrs. 

Frankweiler to her attorney. Let’s read that together. (Read & discuss.) Read chapter 1-2, pgs. 3-27.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   Metropolitan (p. 5)   accustomed (p. 8) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  injustice (p. 7)  punctuated (p. 22) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Discuss the plot-setting, characters, conflict, resolution. 

Did anything confuse you? 

Do you think it’s wise of Claudia to have Jamie hold all of the money? 

What is your prediction for tomorrow’s reading? 

 

 

 

Written Response (Optional):  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)        Chp. 3 pgs. 28-42 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 
Before we begin our new chapters today, let’s review what happened in the book yesterday.  Claudia and Jamie 

have arrived in the city. They arrive at the museum and have to decide how they are going to make it like home 

without being caught. Today you are going to read chp. 3, pgs. 28-42. When you finish reading, I want you to stop 

and think about what has happened so far. Write down your thinking about the events of the story and what you 

think will happen next. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   inconspicuous (p. 34)  ornately (p. 38)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Marie Antoinette (p. 36) canopy (p. 37) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support thinking. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Share your writing. 

What are two questions you would ask the main characters? Why did you choose these questions? 

Did anything confuse you in today’s reading? 

 

 

Written Response: 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)       Chp. 4 pgs. 43-66 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, Claudia and Jamie begin their life in the museum. 

Claudia decides that they need to continue their school lessons using the resources at the museum. There 

are a few moments where they almost get caught. Today you will read chp. 4, pgs. 43-66. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    petticoat (p. 44)  perilous (p. 45)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   imposter (p. 55)  smoldering (p. 62) 

        Italian Renaissance (p. 47) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support thinking. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Why do you think Jamie and Claudia become so interested in the statue? 

Who does Claudia think the statue looks like? 

Take a few moments and write about the importance of the newspaper article. How do you think it 

connects to the story? Why did the author include it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Response: 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)       Chp. 5 pgs. 67-87 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. When we start our reading, the children have to solve their laundry issue.  

They are starting to run out of clean clothes. They also continue their research on Michaelangelo and the 

statue. Also, they surprisingly find a new source of income. How long do you think they are going to be 

able to stay hidden in the museum? (Discuss) As you read today, write down the main events in chapter 5. 

Also, write down your thinking about how long they can stay living at the museum. Today you will read 

chp. 5, pgs. 67-87.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    determination (p. 69) footnotes (p. 70)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   accumulate (p. 76)   

juvenile delinquent (p. 72) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support thinking. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Let’s review the main events in the chapter. 

Did anything surprise or confuse you? 

Several things happened in chapter 5. Which ones were important and which ones were insignificant? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Response: 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)       Chp. 6-7 pgs. 88-109 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. When we start chapter 6, the children are just waking up on Sunday 

morning. The museum opens a little later so they have a little extra time before the visitors arrive. They 

decide to go visit the statue. They make an important discovery that may lead them to some important 

information. After each section (show separation in text), stop and take a moment to think about what 

you read. Write down your thinking and any questions you may have. Today read chp. 6-7, pgs. 88-109. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    accustomed (p. 89)  telegraph (p. 90)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   stealthily (p. 90)  shepherded (p. 100) 

        muzzled (p. 105)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support thinking. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 

Claudia says the answer to running away and to going back home are in the angel. What does she mean 

by this? 

What do you think about the note? Was it a good idea? Why or why not? Is there a better solution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Response: 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)        Chp. 8 pgs. 110-123 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Today the children receive a response from the museum about the mark. 

What do you think it will say? (Discuss) After they read the letter they decide to travel out of town. Let’s 

read to find out what happens. Today read chp. 8, pgs. 110-123. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    scolding (p. 112)  sari (p. 113)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   quarried (p. 115)  heroine (p. 114) 

        hunch (p. 122) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Did anything confuse you? 

Give a short summary of chapter 8. 

They are on their way to Mrs. Frankweiler’s house. What do you think will happen? 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Response: 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)       Chp. 9 pgs. 124-141 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. As we begin reading chapter 9, the children are arriving at Mrs. 

Frankweiler’s house. She knows the children are the ones missing. She saw them in the newspapers. Mrs. 

Frankweiler is trying to get the kids to tell her what they did and where they stayed. Chapter 9 is very 

long so we’re only going to read the first half today. We are going to read from pgs. 124-141. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   propitty (property) (p. 124) paupers (p. 124)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  commotion (p. 137)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What plot events are included in the rising action up to the climax of the story? 

Describe two plot events and explain the effects of these events. (cause and effect) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Response: 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)       Chp. 9 pgs. 141-154 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Today we will finish chapter 9. Jamie and Claudia are discussing the secrets 

of the angel with Mrs. Frankweiler. They are also filling her in on their adventures. This chapter is filled 

with many events but many secrets are revealed. Today read chp. 9, pgs. 141-154 to find out what 

happens. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   chauffeur (p. 141)  sauntered (p. 145)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  urgency (p. 147)  bribery (p. 149)  

       authenticity (p. 152) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in today’s reading? Give a short summary. 

Did anything surprise you?  

Do you think the certificate is real or fake? What makes you think that way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Response: 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title:  From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler   Level:   S     ISBN: 978-0-689-71181-7       Publisher:  Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)        Chp. 10-Afterword  

pgs. 155-162 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. We will finish the book today. Claudia and Jamie agree to tell Mrs. 

Frankweiler about their adventures and all that happened while they were living in the museum. On page 

157 the chauffeur, Sheldon, is narrating the story to tell Mrs. Frankweiler about the trip to the children’s 

home. We also learn how Mr. Saxonberg is connected to the children. Today read chp. 10, pgs. 155-162. 

We will also read the afterword. This is a section that allows the author to give some background 

knowledge about the story.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    preoccupied (p. 155)  maimed (p. 155) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   neglecting (p. 157) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What parts of the story could have been eliminated? Why do you think this? 

What are some other ways the problem in the story could have been solved? 

What was something that happened in the story that couldn’t happen in real life-especially today? Why 

not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Response: 


