Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)

Title:  Chasing Vermeer
Level:  S
ISBN:  978-0-439-37297-8
Publisher:  Scholastic


DAY ONE:  Chapters 1 & 2, pages 1-17


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 1:  Three individuals receive a very interesting yet suspicious letter asking them to assist in solving a crime that is centuries old. None of them know the other.  Read carefully to find out what the letter states and how each reacts to receiving it.  

Chapter 2:  Two middle school students named Calder Pillay and Petra Andalee receive an unusual assignment from their teacher, Ms. Hussey.  The assignment has to do with receiving a letter that has changed your life and then writing a similar letter to the teacher.  Read carefully to learn more about these two characters.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- pentominoes (prologue), mediocre (11), labyrinth (14)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers pay close attention to story elements as they begin a new book; such as setting, character, plot, problem, and solution.  As you read today, make notes about the story elements in your detective’s notebook to help you remember what you’ve read.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did we learn about the characters?  Use evidence from the text to support your conclusions.

Describe Calder’s experience the first time he put a 12 piece pentomio rectangle together.

Why is Petra anxious at the end of Chapter 2?

What surprised you in this chapter?

What are you wondering about?

Make a prediction about where you think this story’s plot is headed.


Assignment:

Read Chapters 1 & 2

DAY TWO:  Chapter 3, pages 18-34


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review what we already know about the story…

Today you’ll be reading Chapter 3:  Lost in the Art. (p.18)  In this chapter we learn more about Petra and Calder and their family backgrounds.  At school the students in Ms. Hussey’s class are struggling with the letter assignment including Petra and Calder.  Ms. Hussey decides to take a field trip to an art museum to help students with the assignment.  While at the art museum, Petra and Calder get into trouble by a security guard.  Read to find out what happens.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- despaired (19), hybrid (23)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make inferences based on characters’ thoughts, actions, and behaviors.  

As you read today, jot down any inferences you make about the story.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did we learn about the characters and plot by reading this chapter?

What inferences were you able to make in this chapter? *(p.22 paragraphs 3-5)

How would you describe Petra’s personality?  Calder’s?  Ms. Hussey’s?

What surprised you in this chapter?

What are you wondering about?

Do you have any connections with this chapter?


Assignment:

Read chapter 3

Write down any inferences you make in the chapter.

DAY THREE:  Chapters 4 & 5, pages 35-49


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Today you’ll be reading chapters 4 & 5:  (Picasso’s Lie p.35) (Worms, Snakes, and Periwinkle p.43)

In these chapters Ms. Hussey changes the class assignment from…find evidence of communication through letter writing in pictures to…what exactly is art?  The student are required to find something at home that is considered art and describe it for the class.  This presents quite a challenge to Petra and Calder for neither one feels completely confident in their understanding of art.  Petra luckily stumbles across an interesting old book and she wonders if maybe it could be considered a piece of art.  Read to find out more about the book and the unusual information it contains.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)-  embroidered (40), distorted (41)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make inferences based on characters’ thoughts, actions, and behaviors.  

As you read today, write down anything you infer and be prepared to share your thinking with others during the discussion.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did we learn about the characters and the plot by reading this chapter?

What do you think Picasso meant when he said, “Art is a lie, but a lie that tells the truth?”

What are Petra’s thoughts about the book Lo! And the author Charles Fort?

Describe the vision Petra had while sleeping?

Describe an object at your house that feels like a work of art…without saying what it is.

Were you able to infer anything while reading the chapters?

What surprised you in this chapter?

What are you wondering about?

Where do you think the plot is headed?


Assignment:

Read Chapters 4 & 5

Write down any inferences.

DAY FOUR:  Chapter 6, pages 50-60


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review what we know about the story from yesterday’s reading…

Today you’ll be reading Chapter 6 (The Geographer’s Box).  In this chapter Calder examines an old box his grandmother gave him.  On the cover of the box is a painting of a man who appears to be a map maker.  Calder wonders if the box with its painted lid is something he could use for Ms. Hussey’s assignment.


Next there is a  commotion outside Calder’s house.  An elderly lady from the neighbohood has taken a bad fall on the sidewalk.  Read to find out who happens to be there to assist her.


Finally Calder receives a coded note from his friend Tommy.  Calder decodes the note using his key and learns several interesting things that have been happening.  You will need to decode the message to find out what Tommy’s note says.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)-  inlaid (51), sympathy (52), rhombi (54)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)- Pentomino Coded messages

(56-57)  Calder, the name of kid-next door is frog.  Vanished last week.  I think kidnapped.  Have to stay inside.  Mom afraid.  New York stinks.  Tommy

(59)  Tommy, so sorry about frog.  Maybe you can solve mystery and be hero.  Be careful.  Calder

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make inferences based on characters’ thoughts, actions, and behaviors.  As you read today, write down anything you infer and be prepared to share your thinking with others during the discussion.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did we learn about the characters and the plot by reading this chapter?

Were you able to infer anything in this chapter?  What?

What is your reaction to Tommy’s coded letter about the boy named Frog?

What surprised you in this chapter?

What are you wondering about?

Where do you think the plot is headed?


Assignment:

Read Chapter 6

DAY FIVE:  Chapters 7 & 8, pages 61-80


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)
Let’s review what we “know” from reading the last chapter…

Today you’ll be reading Chapters 7 & 8: (The Man on the Wall pg. 61) (A Halloween Surprise pg. 76) In Chapter 7, Petra becomes interested in a book titled Lo! written by Charles Fort. The book tries to explain strange phenomenon that has occurred all over the world. Calder finds a Vermeer painting exactly like the one on the lid of his wooden box. It occurs to Calder there could be hidden information in the paintings. Several of Vermeer’s paintings have repetition of objects. Could these repetitions indicate Vermeer was communicating using a secret code? 

In Chapter 8, Petra and Calder go to a Halloween costume party. Petra decides to dress-up like the woman in her dream. When Calder comes to the door to pick her up, he recognizes her costume as someone he has seen before. Read to find out more.

Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V)- inexplicable, pg. 62 coincidence, pg. 71 penniless, pg. 75


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. When you finish these chapters ask yourself, “How has my thinking changed since I read these chapters?” 


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did we learn about the characters and the plot by reading this chapter?

How has your thinking changed since you read these chapters?

Were you able to make any inferences while reading these chapters?

Calder and Petra become great observers of patterns in the real world.  What patterns do you see?  Think about buildings, nature, your schedule, your behavior…

Calder has a special box with a Vermeer painting on it.  If you had a special box, what would you keep inside it?  Why?

What surprised you in this chapter?

What are you wondering?


Assignment:

Read Chapters 7 & 8, pgs 61-80 Students could write about some strange phenomena they know about.

DAY SIX:  Chapters 9 & 10, pages 81-98


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In Chapter 8, Petra gets all upset & excited when Calder recognizes her costume.  What was Petra dressed up as?  (Petra was dressed up as the writer in the Vermeer painting that Calder was studying from Mrs. Sharpe's house.)

Today when you read chapter 9, Petra & Calder are going to start studying some of the coincidences that have already happened to them.  What are some of those coincidences?  Also in chapter 9, pay attention to the facts Petra & Calder learn about Vermeer. 

In chapter 10. Petra & Calder decide they need to find out more about A Lady Writing painting.  When they call the museum they find out something very interesting.  You'll have to read to find out what they learn.  

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)

guild (86)- Vermeer was part of a guild.  A guild is a group that people who did the same thing belonged to.  In an artists guild like Vermeer belonged to, the artists would work together to help each other.  Kind of like a union today.


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)

Petra & Calder are starting to discover a lot of puzzles & coincidences.  As you read see if you can find any more coincidences.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What are some of the coincidences Petra & Calder wrote down?

What are some facts they learned about Vermeer?

What are Petra & Calder doing with blue M&M's?

What do Petra & Calder learn about A Lady Writing?  Why do you think they get so excited when they  find out the painting is in Chicago?

What other interesting things did you learn today?  Any more puzzles/coincidences?  How do you think any of these things connect to the letter you read in Chapter 1?

Do you have any ideas what might be wrong with Petra's dad?


Assignment:

Read Chapters 9 & 10, pages 81-98 

Students could write down facts they learn about Vermeer or start a notebook of coincidences from the book.

DAY SEVEN:  Chapter 11, pages 99-111


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Yesterday we learned that Vermeer's painting was going to be in the Chicago Art museum.  Any predictions about what Petra & Calder might do next?

In chapter 11, Petra & Calder read in the paper that something terrible has happened.  They start to get suspicious of their teacher and Mr. Watch the owner of Powell's books.  Read chapter 11 to find out what happened. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)-  attribute (108), obscurity (109)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)- typed print from a newspaper article

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)

Remember, this is a mystery.  In a mystery, the author gives you clues along the way to help you solve the mystery.  To solve the mystery, you have to think about the clues, and think about everything else you've read and how it fits together, like a puzzle.  Pay attention to the clues in this chapter, and see if you get any ideas about the mystery.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What terrible thing happened?  

Why do you think Petra says, “I think the Vermeer woman is depending on us.”? (103)

What happened to Ms. Hussey?  Do you really think she fell like she said?

Do you have any ideas what Ms. Hussy & Mr. Watch could have been talking about?

Why did the thief say they stole the painting?  What does this have to do with the letters at the beginning of the book?

In a mystery, there's usually a point in the story where pieces start to come together and make sense.  Do you think this is happening?  What ideas do you have about the mystery?


Assignment:

Read Chapter 11, pages 99-111

Students could continue to write clues down as they read

DAY EIGHT:  Chapters 12 & 13, pages 112-133


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In the last chapter you learned that through a series of newspaper articles that a thief had stolen the Vermeer painting A Lady Writing.  Why did the thief say he/she stole the painting?  What happened to Ms. Hussey?

Today you're going to read chapters 12 & 13.  Petra and Calder have now made it their mission to find out all they can about Vermeer and the painting.  Calder finally has to keep his tea date with Mrs. Sharpe, so he and Petra go to her house to talk about Charles Fort.  Read carefully to find out what else suddenly goes missing.  Petra also thinks of another important clue.  Ms. Hussey is acting funny again.  Read to find out what she tells her class.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Coded message on page 122 Calder- Fred caught me looking for clues on frog. Got mean. Took my bike.  Mom and Fred fighting.  Tommy

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters' thoughts and feelings.

Ms. Hussey is starting to do some pretty strange things.  This makes Calder and Petra suspicious of her.  Write down anything strange Ms. Hussey does, thoughts you have about her, and any questions you have about her.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Why do many people side with the thief?  Do you think stealing the painting was the right thing to do?

Why do you think Mrs. Sharpe wants to talk to Petra and Calder again, soon?

Who goes missing?  What do you think happened to Tommy?  Where is Petra's dad?

What clue does Petra get?

What does the title “x the experts” mean?

What do you think about Ms. Hussey?  (have students share their notes and questions)

What do you think the last line on page 133, (the letter as a form of communication was very much alive) means?


Assignment:

Read chapters 12 & 13, write down notes about Ms. Hussey

DAY NINE:  Chapters 14 & 15, pages 134-153


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In the last chapters Petra and Calder had tea with Mrs. Sharpe, but they didn't learn much about her during their visit.  Why are they still suspicious of her?  Do you think the painting is hidden in her house?  What happened to Tommy?  Ms. Hussey was acting suspicious, and in today's chapters you'll find out why.

At the beginning of the first chapter, Calder goes to Mrs. Sharpe's house to do some snooping around.  What is he looking for?  Today you're finally going to learn who received the letters from the thief.  Do you have any ideas who it might be? Calder also gets another letter from Tommy, and he finds out Tommy is in some real trouble. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- hawklike glance (137), gargoyles (151)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)-  Coded message on pg 139- Calder- Fred moved out.  We want to come home.  But no money.  Tommy

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

These next two chapters give you even more clues about the mystery.  Think about the information you learn in your reading today, and the information you already knew.  Do you have any new ideas about the mystery?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Did Calder learn anything when he went back to Mrs. Sharpe's house?

What did you learn about Mrs. Sharpe's husband?  Do you think his murder has anything to do with the stolen painting?

Why did Ms. Hussey get arrested?  

What do you think about Mrs. Sharpe and Ms. Hussey?  Do you think they're suspects?

Who do you think Ms. Hussey was on the phone with?  What was she talking about?

Where do Petra and Calder think the painting could be?  Do you think the painting is at the school?


Assignment:

Read chapters 14 & 15, Students could take notes of any new clues they learn in the chapter.

DAY TEN:  Chapters 16 & 17, pages 154-173


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)
In the last chapters, Mrs. Sharpe and Ms. Hussey told the police that they each had received a letter from the thief.  Calder and Petra were still suspicious of them though, and think they might be helping the thief.  They also think Ms. Hussey might be hiding the painting at the painting at the school.  Do you think the painting is at the school?

In chapter 16 Petra and Calder go on a hunt for the painting all over the school.  While they are hunting, they find something very interesting.  

Chapter 17 starts with Petra finding a very important clue near Mrs. Sharpe’s house.  The rest of the chapter tells about a new book that has been written about Vermeer.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- forgers (172), museum curators (172)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)-  
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.  

As you read these chapters you’ll learn a little more about the mystery?  Use those facts to think about the story.  Do your predictions still make sense?  Who are the suspects? 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
Where did Petra and Calder search?  What did they find?  Do you think it was right for Petra to steal the secretary’s keys?

How do you think the painting Petra & Calder found relates to the mystery?

Do you think Ms. Hussey should still be a suspect?  (ask students to recall chapter 11 when Ms. Hussey had a package under her arm)

What clue did Petra find near Mrs. Sharpe’s house?  Do you think this clue is important?  Do you think it’s the same letter Calder found earlier?

You learned that the new book about Vermeer was paid for by an “anonymous gift”.  Any idea who could have donated the money for the book?  Why would they want the book to be so cheap?

At the the end of the chapter, the writer of the new book said the thief’s mission was successful.  Do you think the thief’s mission was successful?


Assignment:  Read chapters 16 & 17, Students could take notes about clues.  They could also study Vermeer paintings.

DAY ELEVEN:  Chapter 18, pages 174-188


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In chapters 16 & 17 Petra and Calder find a few interesting things.  What were those?  (the picture in the basement and a letter from the thief)  Why do you think those things are important?  

At the beginning of chapter 18, Petra and Calder are talking about the new Vermeer book when they find out something bad has happened to Mrs. Sharp.  You’ll have to read to find out what happened to her.  They are also asked to mail a mysterious letter, but they have a hard time completing the task.  Read carefully to find out why it was so hard for them to mail the letter.  At the end of the chapter, you’ll read about even more coincidences taking place.   

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- moral (174), imperious (175), Riviera (176), correspondence (182)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the story.

When you read about the letter Petra & Calder are supposed to mail, make a prediction about what you think the letter says.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What happened to Mrs. Sharpe?  What did she ask Petra and Calder to do?

What did you think the letter said?  Mrs. Sharpe said it was about a coincidence.  Do you believe her?

Do you think Petra and Calder should have opened the letter?

Mrs. Sharpe seems to believe that the painting is communicating with Petra.  What do you think about that?

What other coincidences were taking place with Tommy and Frog?  Do you think they’re just coincidences, or do they have something to do with the mystery?


Assignment:

Read Chapter 18.  Students could write down their prediction about what Mrs. Sharpe’s letter said OR they could pretend they are Mrs. Sharpe and recreate the letter with their prediction.

DAY TWELVE:  Chapters 19 & 20, pages 188-204


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In the last chapter, something bad had happened to Mrs. Sharpe.  What happened to her?  At the end of the visit, Calder and Mrs. Sharpe were playing with his pentominoes.  Do you remember what they were doing with them?  This will be important for today’s reading.

In today’s chapters, Calder and Petra continue their search for the “A Lady Writing”.  They end up searching in the Delia Dell Hall where Petra starts to get some funny feelings about the place.  When Petra wakes up on her twelfth birthday, she learns the thief has put another ad in the paper.  Petra becomes suspicious of Mrs. Sharpe.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- turrets (189), collaborating (198)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)-  (203) Notice a new letter published in the paper.  The ALL CAPS words are the editor’s notes about the letter in italics.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings.

When Petra is in Delia Dell, she starts to feel badly and have funny thoughts.  Why is she feeling this way?  Do you think she’s connected to the painting in some way?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did Petra notice when they were in the Delia Dell Hall?  Why did Petra start to feel funny?  Did it have anything to do with what Mrs. Sharpe said the day before?  

Petra says, “I think we’ve found her.”  If Petra thinks they found the painting, why do you think she didn’t want to stay and keep looking for it?

Petra is becoming suspicious of Mrs. Sharpe.  Do you think Mrs. Sharpe is guilty of anything?

What did the new letter from the thief say?  Does the letter give you any clues to the thief’s identity?  What does the thief mean by “Do what is right?”

Do you have any new ideas about who the thief might be?


Assignment:

Read Chapters 19 & 20, pages 188-204

Students could write a letter to the Vermeer owners. (following the thief’s request)

DAY THIRTEEN:  Chapters 21 & 22, pages 205-225


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In chapter 19 Petra and Calder went looking for “A Lady Writing” in Delia Hall.  Petra “feels” the painting is there.  Petra got nervous and didn’t want to keep looking.  What do you think Petra and Calder will do now?

In chapter 20 there is another message in the paper from the thief.  The thief says if changes are not made in the next month, he/she would destroy the painting.  Do you think the thief would really do that?

In today’s chapters Petra and Calder go looking for the painting again.  They decide to lie to their parents, and search for the painting at night.  Why do you think they plan to search at night?  They also run into a few people acting suspiciously.  One of them is Petra’s dad.  Will Petra and Calder find the Lady?  You’ll have to read to find out.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- cavernous (218), chasm (218), concealed (219)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

Pay attention to the new details as you read.  You may change your mind about the mystery.  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What do you think Mrs. Sharpe meant when she said, “Looking and seeing are two very different things.”

Do you think the man with the accent is suspicious?  Why or why not?  What is the coincidence with him?

What do you think Petra’s dad was doing at the museum?

What is the birthday coincidence? (Petra & Calder have the same birthday)

What are the coincidences that have to do with twelve?  (birthdays, steps, pearls…)

Now that Petra and Calder have the painting, what do you think they will do with it?

Any predictions for what will happen next?


Assignment:

Read Chapters 21 & 22

Students could make notes about new suspects.

DAY FOURTEEN:  Chapter 23, pages 226-235


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In the last chapter Petra and Calder went back to Delia Dell to look for the Lady.  They search on the stairs, and end up finding her.  When we last left the pair, they were running out of the museum with the alarm going off.  What do you think will happen now?

Today’s chapter is called “Help”.  Any ideas why the chapter has this title?  Petra and Calder leave the museum, and someone starts to chase them.  Who could this person be?  Let’s take a moment and think about all of the possible suspects for the crime.  Remember in the last chapter, Petra and Calder both carried packages out of the museum.  This will be important in today’s reading.  Who was carrying the real painting?  (Petra)  It’s time to read about the chase.  What will happen to Petra and Calder?  Will they be OK?  Will they save the painting?  The only way to find out is to read this chapter…

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- emerged (226)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters thoughts and feelings.

Petra has shown all through the book that she has a special connection to the painting.  This will help her again in this chapter.  Pay attention to this connection.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What happened when Calder and Petra left the museum?

Why was it important for both of them to be holding a package?  Who did the man follow?  Who really had the painting?

What happened to the painting?  How did the man chasing them get it?  

What happened to Calder?  

How did Petra find Calder?  Do you think she could really “feel” that the Lady was near?  When has Petra had other feelings like this?  Do you have any idea why she is connected to the painting in this special way?

Does Calder have the Lady?

Any last thoughts about who the thief might be?


Assignment: 

Read Chapter 23

DAY FIFTEEN:  Chapter 24, pages 236-254


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In the last chapter Petra and Calder were chased by the thief.  Petra got away with the painting, but the thief took it again when her back was turned.  Poor Calder fell off the slide when he was being chased and hit his head.  Do you think he will be OK?  

This is the last chapter in the book.  All of the mysteries will be solved when you read this chapter.  Besides finding out who the thief is, is there anything else you’re wondering about the book?  What about Mrs. Sharpe?  Ms. Hussey?  Petra’s dad?  As you read this chapter, you’ll find out who the thief was and why they stole the painting.  All the other mysteries will be wrapped up in this chapter as well.  Petra and Calder even find out some more coincidences.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)- concussion (237), Sorbonne in Paris (237)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

Today all the mysteries from the book will be solved.  See how the truth matches up with what you thought.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Do you like the way the book ended?  

Who was the thief?  What happened to him?  How did he set himself up for the crime?  Do you think Fred is believable as the thief?  

How was Mrs. Sharpe connected to the new book about Vermeer?

Why was Petra’s dad in Delia Hall?  Why had he been upset?

Mrs. Sharpe asked Petra and Calder to keep a secret until she died.  What do you think Mrs. Sharpe’s secret is? 

What were some of the other “twelve” coincidences?

What was Petra’s connection to the painting?


Assignment:

Read Chapter 24

