Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S     ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8        Publisher: Harper Collins    Chapter: 1


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Book Introduction:
In Bridge to Terabithia, conflict is an important part of events that make up the story. Conflict is either internal or external. Internal conflict takes place inside the main character. External conflict takes place between the main character and an outside force. That force can be another character, society, culture, nature, or fate. Internal and external conflicts often reflect on through the action of an external conflict. Use a graphic organizer to chart the internal and external conflicts of Jesse Oliver Aarons, Jr., our main character. In this story a relationship between Jesse and Leslie takes many turns it shows how friendship can be magical and also tragic. Jess wants to be the fastest boy at Larkcreek Elementary. He has practiced running all summer around the cow field. Someone moves into the “old Perkins” place just down the road. Jess is hoping their will be a boy.

Chapter 1: Jesse Oliver Aarons, Jr.

Jesse is a 10 year old fifth grader whose birth sandwiched him in the middle of four sisters. He’s family lives on a small farm in rural Appalachia, not far from Washington, D.C. His father drives to the city every day to work at a construction job. Character descriptions fill this first chapter and we are introduced to a number of conflicts for our main character.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) shebang-p.5, ratty-p12

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers go beyond text to interpret character’s thought and feelings.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· How does Jess feel about someone moving in down the road?
· Describe his relationship with his sisters.

Assignment: Think about Jess’s relationships with his sisters. Compare and contrast Jess’s with your own. Do you see similarities and differences? If you do not have brothers or sister, think of your relations with other relatives or friends. This chapter gives us a clue about Jesse’s relationship with his parents, especially with his father. Compare what you know so far with your own experiences. 
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8      Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter: 2


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 2: Leslie Burke 

In chapter 2 we learn that Jess loves to draw, however his father thinks it is a worthless hobby so Jess hides it from him. He also loves music class and his teacher, Miss Edmonds. Jess feels that she is the only person in the world who understands him. She praises Jess’s drawings and makes Jess feel. Jess also meets Leslie Burke. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)nauseatingly-p9, pudgy-p10t, pandemonium-p13b, unjust and hypocritical-p14t, proverbial-p14m
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discuss the characters in the story and tell what you know about them by what they say and do. 


Assignment: In your reading journal write about:

In this chapter Jess feels sad because his father does not pay attention to him like he does the little kids. Have you ever felt that way? When? Explain. 
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN: 987-0-590-13200-8         Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter: 3


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 3: The Fastest Kid in Fifth Grade

In chapter three school start and Leslie Burke is in Jess’s class. She is immediately shunned by the other students because of the way she dresses. Leslie does not fit in with any of the other girls. Jess is ready to run at recess. He is sure he will win. When recess comes Leslie follows Jess out to the field, Jess tries to ignore her but when the other boys start to make fun of her Jess sticks up for her. They let Leslie run. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)roused-p 20b, repulsive-p 23b, conspicuous-p24m, eliminations-p24b, conceited-p27t

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) What does the leaf pattern mean?
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell what happened in Chapter 3.

· What can you tell about the characters in chapter 3?


Assignment:

In your readers journal pick either Jess or Leslie and tell about yourself and how you are feeling at the end of this chapter. 
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8        Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter 4


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 4: Rulers of Terabithia

Leslie continues to run with the boys at recess. Jess no longer enjoys running, because he knows he will never be the fastest kid in fifth grade. Mrs. Meyers reads Leslie’s essay about her favorite hobby, scuba diving to the whole class. Jess was terrified by the thought of being under water. After reading her essay Mrs. Meyers assigns everyone homework to watch a television program about a famous diver, Jacques Cousteau. Leslie explains that she can’t do the homework assignment because she does not have a television. After that all the girls make fun of her at recess. On the bus on the way home Jess sticks up for her again defending her from the biggest bully in school, Janice Avery. Jess and Leslie find and build their secret land-Terabithia.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) melodic-p30m, reassessing their value structure-p32 rumpus-p33t, upheaval-p35t, ominously-p35m, 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
· Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thought and feelings. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell what you read in chapter 4. 

· What did you learn about our characters?

· Can you make any connections with our characters?

Assignment: On your sticky notes write down any connections you can make or any questions you have so far about Bridge to Terabithia. 
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN: 987-0-590-13200-8          Publisher: Harper Collins   Chapter 5 


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 5: The Giant Killers
In chapter five Jess, Leslie and May Belle are on the bus and May Belle blabs to everyone on the bus that she has Twinkies in her lunch box. Later that day Jess and Leslie see May Belle at recess she is crying because Janice Avery stole her Twinkies. May Belle wants Jess to beat her up into a million pieces. Jess and Leslie promise they will get even with Janice Avery. Later at the stronghold in Terabithia Jess and Leslie devise a plan to get Janice Avery. They decide to write a love letter from the most popular boy at school to Janice Avery and plant it somewhere where Janice will find it. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) suspended-p50b, regicide-p52b

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thought and feelings. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell chapter 5.
· Have you ever had an encounter with a bully?
· Have you ever bullied someone younger?
· What do you think the chapter title: The Giant Killer means?

Assignment: On your stick notes write down three I wonder statements.
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8        Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter 6


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 6: The Coming of Prince Terrien
In chapter 6 it is almost Christmas and Jess is trying to think of the perfect gift for Leslie, but he is worried because he does not  have any money to spend and he thinks Leslie deserves a fantastic gift. Jess decides to get May Belle a Barbie doll, this means he must use some of the money that he had to get his other sisters something. He knows that May Belle is much more deserving. On the way home from school Jess sees a sign for free puppies. He knows instantly that is the perfect gift for Leslie. Leslie gives Jess a set of watercolors and heavy paper. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) speculation-p57, paralyzed-p 59m, annoyance-p64b

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thought and feelings. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell chapter 6
· Why do you think Jess got May Belle the Barbie doll?
· What do you think of the name Leslie chose for the puppy?
· Why were Jess’s and Leslie’s gifts both perfect?

Assignment: Create a character web in your reader’s journal. Choose one of the characters we have discussed so far. 
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8        Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter 7


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 7:  The Golden Room 

Jess helps Leslie and her father paint and refinish the living room in the old Perkin’s place, Leslie’s home. Jess is amazed and jealous of the relationship between Leslie and her father. Jess deep down wishes that he and his father could be the way Leslie and her father are. Janice Avery is in the girls’ restroom crying. Leslie goes into talk with her. Leslie comforts Janice and helps her. On the bus Janice smiles at Leslie. When Jess and Leslie reach the stronghold Leslie tells Jess why Janice was crying. Janice’s father beats her, she was crying because Janice’s friends blabbed it all over seventh grade. May Belle tells Jess that he has followed he and Leslie to Terabithia. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) reluctant-p65b, exiled-p67m, nuisance-p69t, hernia-p75t

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thought and feelings. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell chapter 7.

· Could you have gone into to talk to Janice Avery?

Assignment:

Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8        Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter 8


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 8:  Easter

Jess’s father gets laid off from his job. Jess asks if he can take Leslie to church with them on Easter Sunday. Jess’s mother does not want to take her because she is worried that she will embarrass them by the way she dresses. Jess convinces her to let Leslie go. Leslie goes to church and Jess is in awe of the way Leslie is dressed. Jess’s sisters are jealous. Leslie does not believe in the Bible or what it says.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) complacent-p79m

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
· Readers determine importance from events in the story.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell chapter 8.

· Why do you think Leslie does not believe in the Bible or what it says?

· Do you think this is significant to the story?

Assignment: Add to your character webs.
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8     Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter 9


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 9: The Evil Spell

It is Easter break/spring break and it has been raining for days. The creek bed is rising and Jess is afraid of the water. Leslie however is brave and swings across the water on rope swing. Jess follows reluctantly. Once in Terabithia they speak to the “Great Spirits”. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) sporadically-p 90t

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thought and feelings. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell chapter 9.

· Why do you think Leslie is so brave and Jess is so scared?

· What would you be? Brave or scared?

Assignment:

In your Reader’s Journal discuss whether you would have gone to Terabithia with Leslie. Tell why or why not.
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8    Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter 10


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 10: The Perfect Day

Jess goes out to milk Miss Bessie. He is trying to think of a way to tell Leslie he does not want to go to Terabithia. But he does not want to come out tell he that is because he is afraid. Miss Edmunds calls Jess to see if he wants to go with her to Washington to the Smithsonian and the National Gallery.  After awhile of driving it occurs to Jess that he should have asked Miss Edmunds if Leslie could have gone. But Jess realizes he wants to keep this day with Miss Edmunds all to himself. He had a wonder day. When he gets home his mother begins screaming Oh my God…Oh my God your alive. Brenda tells Jess that his girlfriend is dead. May Belle tells Jess, “that momma thought you was dead too.” 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) udder-p95m, cud-p.95b, anxiety-p.95b, vaulted-p. 99b

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell events of chapter 10.

· What do you think of the way the author ends chapter 10?

· What do you think the theme of this story is, has it changed?

Assignment: In  your Readers Journal write down any and all the themes you can think of for this story.
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S      ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8    Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter 11


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 11: No!
Jess’s father tells Jess that they found Leslie down by the creek. The rope they had been swinging on broke and she hit her head when she fell. Jess could not believe it, he kept screaming NO!!! May Belle recalls a conversation she had with Leslie after Leslie told her she did not believe in the Bible. “But Leslie what if you die?” Jess runs out of the house and starts running and running. His father goes after him and holds him tight in his arms. Jess feels extremely guilty for not asking Leslie to go with him to Washington. Jess is numb with despair. Jess’s mother makes him a large breakfast and Jess eats and eats. His sister’s are stunned that he could eat like that after Leslies death. Jess had forced himself to forget about Leslie.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)


Assignment:

Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S     ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8    Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter: 12


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 12: Stranded

Jess and his mother and father go to pay their respects to Leslie’s family. Jess is very upset and angry that they had decided to have Leslie cremated. Jess ran out of the Burke’s house. His father comforts him and Jess feels as if he has connected with his father. Bill asks Jess to watch P.T. while they go to the family home in Pennsylvania.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) cremated-p.114t

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thought and feelings. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell events of the chapter.
· Why do you think Jess is so upset about the Burke’s cremating Leslie?
· Why do you think Jess runs out of the house? How do you think Bill feels after Jess runs away?
· How has the relationship between Jess and his dad changed?

Assignment:

In your Readers journal tell about a time you lost someone or something close to you. Can you make a connection with Jess?
Title: Bridge to Terabithia    Level: S     ISBN:  987-0-590-13200-8    Publisher: Harper Collins  Chapter: 13


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 13: Building the Bridge

Jess goes to Terabithia and makes a wreath for the “queen”. He takes it into the grove to ask for blessing of the “Great Spirits”.  When suddenly Jess hears May Belle screaming, “Help me Jess!” she has gotten stuck in the middle of the bridge to afraid to go forward or backward. Jess helps her to safety. Monday at school Mrs. Meyers comforts Jess and tells him that she had never had a student like Leslie. The Burkes are moving back to the city. They give Jess all Leslie’s paints and paper. Bill gives Jess some let over lumber and Jess decided to build a bridge over the creek to Terabithia. He takes May Belle over the bridge into the magical kingdom of Terabithia. 
Words/Text Layout: piteously -p.119t

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

·  Readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Retell events of chapter 13.

· Why do you think Bill decides to keep P.T.?

· Who do you think will become the new queen of Terabithia?

Assignment: In your Reading journal write about the theme use evidence from the book to support your answer. 

