Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes     Level: R      ISBN: 0-439-16824-4 
Publisher: Scholastic












    Prologue, Chapters 1 & 2


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In chapter 1, we meet Sadako Sasaki and her family.  They live in the city of Hiroshima, Japan.  In the story, Sadako is very excited because it’s Peace Day, a day of remembrance for the people who lost their lives when the atom bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.  In the book, it has been nine years since the bomb was dropped.  Every year on August 6, the people remember those who lost their lives.  Some are still having adverse effects from the radiation with “the atom bomb disease,” commonly known as leukemia. 

In chapter 2, the family goes to the Peace Day memorial.  They remember a grandmother who died by sending a lighted paper lantern down the Ohta River. 

Characters’ names:  (pages 10-11)  Masahiro~brother, Eiji~brother, Mitsue~sister, Mr. Sasaki~father, Chizuko~Sadako’s best friend (pg. 15)

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  heroine (prologue)   ancestors (pg. 11)   Buddhist priest (pg. 18)     
 


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers pay close attention to the characters, setting, and plot when they read.  It helps them better understand the story.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Who are the main characters?

Where is the story taking place? 
What happened in chapters 1 and 2?

Could you make a connection to the text?  


Have you ever been excited about an upcoming event like Sadako?

What are you wondering about the story?

What did Sadako see that her brother thought would bring bad luck?  (spider)  Did it?
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Chapter 3


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In Chapter 3, we learn that Sadako is excited about an upcoming field day at school.  She is one of the best runners in her class and she is selected to be on the relay team.  We also learn that she is keeping a secret from her family.  Read to find out more about Sadako’s secret. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  scarcely (pg. 24)  shrines (pg. 26)   kimono (pg. 26)
 


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers pay close attention to the details as they read.  Pay attention to the story as you learn more about Sadako’s secret.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What happened in the chapter?  (retell)

What is Sadako’s secret?  (She gets dizzy.)

When did she first notice the dizziness?  (after running hard)

Why do you think she won’t tell her family about her dizziness? (She is scared.)

What are you wondering?  (I’m wondering if the dizziness is something to be worried about?)

What do you think is causing her dizziness?
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Chapters 4 & 5


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In Chapters 4 & 5, we learn that Sadako faints while running and is put into the hospital.   The doctors run some tests and determine that she is sick.  To help encourage Sadako and give her hope, Chizuko makes her a golden paper crane.  Read to find out why the crane is important to Sadako.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  murmur (pg. 29)   omen (pg. 36)   parasols (pg. 39)
 


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers pay close attention to the problem and solution of a story.  As you learn about Sadako’s problem pay attention to how her family and friends try to help her. 


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What happened in the chapter?  (retell)

What are you wondering about Sadako’s illness? 

Describe how her parents and siblings felt when they heard the news?

How does Chizuko try to cheer up Sadako?

How did Sadako trick her brother, Mitsue?

If you were Sadako, how would you be feeling about having leukemia?


Title:  Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes     Level: R      ISBN: 0-439-16824-4 
Publisher: Scholastic












    
Chapters 6 & 7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In chapter 6, Sadako meets a boy named Kenji in the hospital.  He also has the atom bomb disease.   Kenji is very weak.  He has no parents.  His aunt visits him only on the weekends because she is very old.  Sadako makes him a golden paper crane to cheer him up. 

In chapter 7, Sadako becomes weak and very ill.  Her parents and Masahiro are the only ones allowed to visit her in the hospital.  Masahiro brings a gift from Eiji.  This makes them both laugh.  Sadako’s mother brings her favorite food, but Sadako’s gums are too swollen to eat.  She is angry with herself for making her mother sad and worried.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)   amused, pg. 41      listless, pg. 48     kokeshi doll, pg. 49   


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers try to relate to the characters’ thoughts and feelings.  As you read today, try to imagine what it would be like to be Kenji and Sadako.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What happened in chapters 6 and 7?

How did Kenji get the atom bomb disease if he wasn’t even born yet?

Imagine being sick like Kenji and Sadako.  How do you think you would feel?     
How did Kenji’s death affect Sadako?

Why does Sadako call herself a turtle?  
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Chapters 8 & 9

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In chapters 8 & 9, Sadako’s health continues to decline.  She struggles to make the paper cranes, but it becomes increasingly difficult.  Sadako’s mother makes a special gift for her.  Read to find what it is and how Sadako reacts to receiving her mother’s gift.  As the story ends, Sadako’s family and friends gather around to show their love and support.  Read to find out how the story ends.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  Oh Bon, pg. 53    transfusions, pg. 56    fumbled, pg. 61   
 


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
When readers finish a book, they think about the themes that thread throughout the plot.  When you finish reading today, write down on a post-it note what you consider to be the theme(s).  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What happened in the last two chapters?  How did the story end?

Describe your feelings at the end of the book.
What are the themes in this story?  (courage, never give up or lose hope, war destroys innocent lives)
Did anything surprise you at the end?

What would you rate this book on a scale of 1 to 10?  Why?
What factual information did you learn from reading this book?
 
