Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)
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Day 1: pages 4-9

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M) 




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This is a biography about Louis Pasteur.  The author is Kremena Spengler.  Louis Pasteur was a famous scientist who discovered that germs cause diseases.  Let’s look at the table of contents to preview what we might learn about Louis Pasteur.  Because Louis was from France, there are some French names in the text.  Do the best you can to pronounce them. Today we will read pages 4-9.  You will meet Louis Pasteur and learn about his early life.  It is very important that you read carefully to discover how Louis became interested in studying germs.  Let’s thumb through the book and note how the text is laid out.  You can see each page is a different section with a heading at the top.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)-  vaccines (5), pasteurization (5)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  look at French words & names

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers demonstrate understanding of a character’s traits and motivations by using evidence from the text as support.


As you read today,  try to figure out why Louis would want to study germs.  (What was his motivation?)


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. 


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What were some discoveries Louis Pasteur made?  Do you think any of these things have helped you personally?

What was Louis’s schooling like?

What did you learn about Louis’s family?  How did his family influence his work with diseases?

Return to teaching point- Did you find any other evidence in the text that helped you understand why Louis would want to study germs and diseases?


Written Response:  (optional)

Tell why you think Louis would want to study germs and diseases.
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Day 2: pages 10-15

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M) 




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Yesterday we read about the life of Louis Pasteur and how he became interested in studying germs.  Today we will continue to read about Pasteur and learn more about his life.  You’re first going to read about how Louis studied germs and food.  What do you know about what happens to food when it gets old (like milk)?  You’ll also read how Louis began to grow his own germs to study them.  In the last section for today you’ll read about how Louis helped the silk farmers in France.  Do you know what silk is?  What is it used for?  How is silk produced?  

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)-  pasteurization (11), theory (13), stroke (15)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) look at French words/names

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers demonstrate understanding of a character’s traits and motivations by using evidence from the text as support.


As you read today,  think about what kind of person Louis Pasteur is.  What are some of his character traits.  Be sure to back up your inferences with evidence from the text.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. 


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did Louis learn from beet juice?  What do germs do to food?  How did Louis solve this problem?

How did Louis disagree with other scientists?  How did he prove he was right?

How did Louis help the silk farmers?  Why was this work important?

What happened to Louis in 1868?

Return to teaching point- What character traits do you notice about Louis Pasteur?  Is he a hard worker?  Good scientist?  Anything else?  How do you know?  (make sure students support with evidence from the text)


Written Response:  (optional)

What kind of person do you think Louis Pasteur is?  Why?
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Day 3: pages 16-end

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M) 




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Yesterday we ready more about how Louis studied germs.  Do you remember what germs can do?  Today we’re going to read about some helpful things germs do.    In the first two sections you’ll read today, you’ll find about how Louis made vaccines.  What is a vaccine?  Do you remember getting any vaccines?  Louis also invented a vaccine cure for rabies.  What is rabies?  How can you get it?  Read to find out how Louis’s rabies vaccines helped people.  In the last chapter you’ll read about the end of Louis’s life.  Pay special attention to how Louis is remembered.  

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)-  cholera (17), anthrax (17),  rabies (19)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) look at French words/names

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers demonstrate understanding of a character’s traits and motivations by using evidence from the text as support.


As you read today,  think about what kind of person Louis Pasteur is.  What are some of his character traits.  Be sure to back up your inferences with evidence from the text.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. 


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How can germs be helpful?  How have germs helped you?  Have you gotten any vaccines? 

How do vaccines work?

How did Louis’s work with rabies help save children?  Does it continue to help people today?

What happened to Louis at the end of his life?  How do people remember him? 

Return to teaching point- Why would so many people attend Pasteur’s funeral.  Does this help tell you what kind of person he was?

Do you think he was an important person in history?  How do you know?

Written Response:  (optional)

Why was Louis Pasteur such an important person?
