Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Interrupted Journey   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-7636-2883-3   Publisher: Candlewick Press
Teaching Point: Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction.  Day 1 Stranded- Risky Life

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Today we are going to start a book called, Interrupted Journey. Does anyone have any prior knowledge they can bring to the table about sea turtles? What do you know about them? (Chart prior knowledge one the board.) Based on what we know about sea turtles… what do you think this book may be about? How might a sea turtles journey be interrupted. 

(If students do not have schema about sea turtles you can provide them with the following information.) 
Sea turtles are born on land and it is their job after they are born to make it to the ocean. On their way to the ocean they face many challenges and they continue to face many challenges as they grow. Some of the challenges sea turtles face while trying to survive are covered in this book. Because sea turtles live such a dangerous life, people have made it their job to protect them and help them survive. In our reading today we are going to learn about a little boy name Max and his mom. They are volunteers that help protect sea turtles when they encounter dangerous temperature changes. We are going to follow one sea turtle they rescue and follow it through the recovery process. The author structured this book in a sequential order to help us follow along with the rescue process. By putting this story in order of events, we will better understand what happens when people try to save a sea turtle. 

Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) endangered (cover) kelp Ridley sea turtle, Sanctuary pg. 3, pneumonia pg11,
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction. In this story the author structured the text in a sequential order…that means the text is written in the order in which the events take place. I want to show you what I mean using a section of this text. I want you to turn to page 3. In this first paragraph on page 3 we will read about Max finding a sea turtle. He follows specific steps in order to help save the sea turtle. I am going to read this paragraph out loud and while I do I want you to be thinking about the order in which Max is doing specific things to save the turtle. 
(Read the paragraph and talk about the 4 important events in this paragraph in order. 1. Picks up turtle and moves to safety, 2. Gathers seaweed to protect the turtle 3. Marks the spot with a stick 4. Calls for help)

The author wrote this in order to help us as the reader understand the process of saving the turtle. As we continue reading this section we are going to find that the author continues to write in a sequential order. After you are finished reading we are going to discuss the steps that the Wildlife Sanctuary takes to save the Kemp Ridley sea turtle. 

Have students start from the very beginning and read the text independently until they come to ‘Risky Life’.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

We talked before we read about nonfiction text structures. In this text, the author chose to use a sequential text structure that tells the story in order of the important events. Before we started reading we practiced finding the sequence of events in how Max protected the sea turtle when it was first discovered. As you read, you then learned what happened once the sea turtle was taken to the New England Aquarium. Turn in your books to the section titled, ‘Emergency’. What happens once the turtle arrives to the hospital? (Talk through the sequence and record)

Possible Discussion Points:

Examination room and take temp.

Blood sample 

Clean turtle and give fluids

Tag turtle

Why do you think the author chose to write this text in a sequential order? 

· Discussion Questions
Why was the turtle in danger at the beach? 

What happened to the turtle once it arrived at the Wildlife Sanctuary? Why was the turtle in danger at the beach? 

Why do you think they tag the turtles with different colors? 


Writing Connection:
In your own words, write about what happens when a turtle is taken to the hospital. Try to use some sequence signal words. (first, then, second, next, last, finally, etc.)
Title: Interrupted Journey   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-7636-2883-3   Publisher: Candlewick Press

Teaching Point: Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction.  Day 2 Risky Life- Miracles


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Today we are going to continue reading, Interrupted Journey. Today we are going to learn about the risks a sea turtle may face and we will also continue our story with the turtle marked with the yellow-blue band. Today we are going to learn about the process of a turtle being released back into the wild. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) solitary pg 16, instinct pg 16

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction. In this story the author structured the text in a sequential order…that means the text is written in the order in which the events take place. Today I want you to pay attention to the order in which a turtle is release back to the wild. We will talk about the important events that take place prior to release after you read. I want you to think about the order in which these events take place. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

I want us to think about the sequence of events in a turtle release. What was done prior to letting yellow-blue turtle go back to the ocean?
Healthy recover
Check for a safe place to release the turtle

Put turtle in box with shell covered with wet towels

Drive boat to the safe shallow water

Hold turtle half in and half out of the water
Lowers turtle in the water and finally lets go

Why do you think the author chose to write this text in a sequential order? 

· Discussion Questions

Who is the most hazardous risk for sea turtles? (humans)

What evidence in the text would support my inference that a sea turtle’s life is a lonely one? (pg. 16 live alone, no one to teach them, never interact with other turtles) 
What are some of the risks that the sea turtle faces at the beginning of its life?

How does Richie make money to run his turtle hospital? 

Why does Richie check the charts of the waters before he releases the turtles? 


Writing Connection:
In your own words, write about release process for the yellow-blue turtle. Try to use some sequence signal words. (first, then, second, next, last, finally, etc.)
Title: Interrupted Journey   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-7636-2883-3   Publisher: Candlewick Press

Teaching Point: Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction.  Day 3-  Miracles


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Today we are going to finish reading, Interrupted Journey. As we read today we are going to learn about the miracle of sea turtle birth and how volunteers are working to help protect the sea turtles during the nesting and hatching process. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) inexorably pg 30, incubation pg. 34
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Spanish- Milagroso, Un milagro grande- Miraculous, A great miracle. Pg. 30 Arribada- arrival pg. 31
Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): Readers use text structure to help them understand nonfiction. In this story the author structured the text in a sequential order…that means the text is written in the order in which the events take place. Today I want you to pay attention to the ordering in the nesting and hatching process. What to do the volunteers do to help with the successful hatching of these sea turtles. We are going to discuss the sequence of events when we are finished reading today. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)
· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

I want us to think about the sequence of events in the nesting and hatching of sea turtles. Let’s talk about what happens and the order in which it happens. 
Possible Discussion Points:
Mother comes to beach to nest

Digs hole

Lays eggs and buries them

Mom goes back to ocean

Volunteers collect eggs and move them to a safe spot covered in mesh
Monitored until hatched

Taken down to water edge

Why do you think the author chose to write this text in a sequential order? 

· Discussion Questions

Why is it important for volunteers to help with the nesting and hatching of turtles? 
What did you learn about sea turtles from reading this book? What was confirmed? What changes did you have to make in your thinking? 
How did the way the author structured this book help you as the reader? 


Writing Connection:
In your own words, write about the nesting and hatching process of turtles. Try to use some sequence signal words. (first, then, second, next, last, finally, etc.)
