Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 1 (pages 1-14)

In today’s reading we will meet three different students that are all part of the same sixth grade class. We will learn what their lives are like at home as well as what problems the three are dealing with before they even get to school. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) shake a leg (p1), guttural (p2), profound (p5), trauma (p5), bounded (p7), quarantine (p9)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V) The book takes place over the course of one day. Each chapter is labeled as a time and a character or a part of their schedule for the day.
Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Which characters have we met so far?
· What do we know about these characters?
· Discussion Questions
· What evidence in the text shows that Rachel refuses to speak to either of her parents? Why does she refuse to speak?
· What can you infer about the relationship between John and Bastian based on their phone conversation? 

· How would you feel if you were Bastian? Why would you feel this way? Do you think it is difficult for him to have to keep moving from school to school? What would the benefits to moving so much be?

· How does the author show that Jessica’s dad becomes angry quickly?

Writing Connection:
Make a chart that lists the characters you have met so far and describe what you know about that character so far.

Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text (Today they will make a prediction).

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 2 (pages 15-31)

In today’s reading we will be introduced to a few more characters. As the students arrive at school they learn that they are supposed to have a sub for the day. No one seems thrilled about this. Then they realize the sub isn’t there either. What will they do?
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) fierce (p17), liberal (p21), radiator (p22), chitchat (p25), ragged (p29)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text (Today they will make a prediction).

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Make a prediction about what you think will happen next.
· Why do you think this?
· Discussion Questions

· How does Sean’s home life seem different from the other kids’ so far?
· How is Mrs. Pierce’s behavior similar to that of Jessica’s dad?

· How does the author show us the Mr. Peacock does not enjoy interacting with Mrs. Ransom?

· What new information did you learn about Bastian’s personality? Do you view him the same way you did on day 1? Why or why not?

· Which character do you think you are the most like? Explain.

Writing Connection:

Add the new students to your chart from yesterday.

Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 3 (pages 32-49)
In today’s reading Karen takes the attendance slip to the office. Once she is there she makes a decision that will affect the rest of the class for the rest of the day. What will she do? Will her classmates be willing to go along with it?
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) sieve (p32), retorted (p35), demented (p39), moral (p46), 
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Has your prediction from yesterday changed? Why or why not?
· Discussion Questions

· What do the kids do when Karen returns from taking the attendance to the office? Does this surprise you? Why or Why not? Do you think your class would do this?
· How has Rachel’s silence changed her?
· What does “Words are lighter than air. But even so, they can sometimes give you a lift,” mean? 

· Why do you think Rachel doesn’t sing even though she feels the sound bubbling up?

Writing Connection:

Chose one of the items on the story list on page 46 and explain what it means for a writer.

Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers use comprehension strategies as they read.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 4 (pages 50-69)
As the class goes through the morning, the students work hard to keep the rest of the building from realizing that they don’t have any teacher for the day. Things are going well until a knock on the classroom door interrupts their work time.  What will happen once they answer the door?
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) laced (p50), savored (p51), skepticism (p55), contagious (p61), negligent (p66)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers use comprehension strategies as they read.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Which of our comprehension strategies did you use today? Where did you use it? How did it help you?
· Discussion Questions

· Why do you think Sean was rummaging through his desk during snack time? What makes you think this?
· What character traits would you use to describe Morgan? Why?
· Why was Bastian worried about his dog during writing?

· Why do you think that Robert wrote that he doesn’t trust any grownups?

· Jessica likens what the class is doing to playing with a loaded gun. Explain what she means.

· Who do you agree with more? Jessica who likens the day to playing with a loaded gun or Rachel who likens the day to a boy trying to see if he can survive in the wilderness (specifically Brian from Hatchet by Gary Paulsen)?

Writing Connection:

Sky wrote about being inside a story. What experience from your life makes you feel this way?

Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 5 (page 70-89)
As the day continues, the students are close to being discovered. One student leaves the school during the middle of the day and another gets hurt. To top it off, another teacher stops by the classroom. Is this the end of their freedom?
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) smirked (p71), slacks (p75), truant (p76), ferocious (p78), rivulet (p81)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· What word were you able to use context clues to figure out what it meant? What were the clues? What does the word mean?
· Discussion Questions

· Why did Bastian go get John?
· What is another reason Rachel believes she has the right to remain silent?

· In your opinion, how is the day going? Explain.

· What do you think it means when Bastian says that he will go through his own quarantine? 

· What surprising thing happens at the end of today’s reading? Do you think this is a good sign? Why or why not?

Writing Connection:

If you didn’t have a teacher for a day, how would your day be different than normal? How would it be the same?

Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 6 (pages 90-106)
As John and Bastian arrive back at the school, the class is preparing for D.E.A.R. (drop everything and read). The classroom soon divides as some students back John and his desire to have fun all afternoon while others wish to follow Mr. Bastian’s plan. Things get even worse from there as students begin facing their feelings and memories of the schools year. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) dreaded (p95), dull (p96), ritual (p96), autopsy (p103), preliminary indications (p103)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· What do you think is going to happen with Barkley? with Rachel and Bastian?

· What makes you think that?
· Does this change your prediction about how the day is going to go for the class? Do you have any new predictions?

· Discussion Questions

· How has the arrival of John changed things in the classroom?
· What is the rock ritual? Why would Mr. Fabiano call it a “closure ritual”?

· Why was Bastian feeling so sad? What decision did he end up making that helped some with his sadness? What did it mean when Bastian thinks “No decision ever felt more right. Or made him feel more miserable?”

· Explain what happened when it was Rachel’s turn to share during the rock ritual.


Writing Connection:

Write about how reading about the treatment of Tommy Feathers made you feel? Why did it make you feel that way?

Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 7 (pages 107-118)
Tensions are high in the classroom after the rock ritual. The students do their best to bring order back to the room until they are paged to come for the assembly. If they make it through the assembly, they are home free. Will they make it or is every everything about ready to fall apart?
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) mocked (p107), beaming (p112), ambling (p114), teemed (p116), swiveled (p118)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Now that it has been discovered that the class doesn’t have a teacher or a substitute, what do you think is going to happen? Why do you think that?

· Do you think they should have a consequence for not telling an adult? Why or why not?
· Discussion Questions

· Why do you think Christopher wrote, “As soon as Tommy Feathers died, people stopped telling the truth about him,”? What does it mean? Do you think this really happens when someone dies?
· Why did Rachel write to Bastian? What did she say? 
· What surprising thing did Bastian do on the way to the assembly?

· How did the principal find out that they didn’t have a teacher or a substitute for the day?


Writing Connection:

Pretend you are the journalist that took the picture at the assembly. Write an news article describing what happened in room 238 that day. Remember that the article needs to be from the perspective of a new journalist who would get the information from the students or the principal. Think about what the students might tell and what they would keep to themselves.

Title:_Flying Solo_____Level:_R___ISBN:_9780440416012_Publisher:_Yearling__

Teaching Point: Readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text.

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

 Day 8 (p121-end)
Now that everyone has learned that the class was without a teacher for the day, the students must face the consequences from the principal and their parents. What will Mr. Fabiano say when he finds out? 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) judgment (p121), conscience (p121), somber (p127), smirked (p128), pathetically (p133)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· What do you think a theme for this story might be? Support your thinking with evidence from the text.
· Is it possible there is more than one theme in this story? Explain.
· Discussion Questions

· Why did Karen believe she only did one thing wrong on Friday? What was the one thing she did wrong? Why was not telling anyone they didn’t have a substitute okay in her mind? Do you agree or disagree?
· What surprising thing happened during attendance?


Writing Connection:

Explain what the sign in the room means that says, “Character is how you act when no one is watching.”
