
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Prologue, Chp. 1 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to start reading Trapped. Look at the cover of the book. Do you notice anything 

unusual or different from other books you have read? Peg Kehret has written this book with her cat, 

Pete. Let’s read the prologue together. Read pgs. 3-6. Discuss what it says. Remember, as you are reading 

the story, the parts Pete has written are in italics. In chapter one, we meet Alex and his best friend, 

Rocky. While Alex and Rocky are in the woods, they find something that is illegal and dangerous. Today 

you will only read chapter 1 pages 7-13 to find out what they find. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   urban legend (p. 7)  representation (p. 11)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  exasperating (p. 12)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What has happened so far? What did Alex and Rocky find in the woods?  Why do you think this type of 

trap is illegal in most states? 

Who is the most important character to you? Why? 

Was the setting described well enough that you could create an image in your mind? Explain why or why 

not. 

What questions do you have? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 2-3 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading.  In today’s reading the children head back to the woods to check the trap. 

On their way home a truck goes speeding by and loses a pig from its trailer. As you are reading, you may 

come across some new words. Also, Pete will use words that he discovered in the dictionary.  Be sure to 

read carefully to find the meaning in the text. Today you will read chapters 2-3, pages 14-34 to find out 

what happens with the pig. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    **I didn’t add vocabulary words since  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   determining the meaning of unknown words is 

the teaching point.  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will use context clues to help them understand the meaning of a new word. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Identify three words from your reading that you had difficulty understanding. Interpret their meanings 

based on the context clues in the text. 

What strategies did you use to understand the meaning of the words? 

What ideas do you have about what is going to happen? What clues have you read to make you think 

this? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 4-5 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, the pig visits the veterinarian and is returned to the 

children. The neighborhood works together to build her a nice home. However, at the end of chapter 5, 

‘Hogman’ returns to get his pig. Continue to pay attention to the context clues to help you understand 

new words. After you finish reading I want you to make a prediction about what you think will happen 

next. Read chapters 4-5, pages 35-58. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   zoning regulations (p. 35)  racket (p. 36)    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   kneaded (p. 39)  apparently (p. 41)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What are you predicting will happen in the next chapter? Support your predictions with evidence from 

the story. 

Which parts of the story are the most exciting? Why? 

Choose three difficult words from the story and write a definition for each. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 6-7 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. Today we meet the ‘Hogman.’ I want you to pay attention to his dialogue 

and his actions throughout chapters 6 & 7. Pete discovers something disturbing in the man’s truck which 

may be an important clue to the trap mystery. I want you to check your predictions from before and 

determine if you need to make some changes. Today read chapters 6-7, pages 59-78 to find out some 

important information. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   catastrophic (p. 65)  merit (p. 65)  appendages (p. 72)    

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  armed (p. 73) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What did we learn about ‘Hogman’?  

What are some of his character traits based on his words and actions? 

Do you need to revise any of your predictions? At the end of the chapter ‘Hogman’ makes a comment 

about Pete. What do you think he is going to do? 

Is ‘Hogman’ similar to any character you have read in other books? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 8-9 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In the story today the events get very exciting! Pete tries to get the animal 

pelt invoice to show Alex.  However, we know how much he loves food and he tends to get a little 

distracted. He ends up in a great deal of trouble. I want you to record your predictions about what you 

think is happening or going to happen. Read chapters 8-9, pages 79-101! 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   arthritis (p. 79)  mitral heart valve (p. 80)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  efficient (p. 81)  uncanny (p. 83)  potshot (p. 86) 

        

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Do you need to revise any of your predictions? At the end of the chapter Pete hit the trigger on the gun. 

What do you think happened? 

What plot event would you change? Why? 

How does the author create a feeling suspense in this part of the story? Use examples from the story. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 10-11 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

At the end of yesterday’s reading, a shot went off. Let’s review your predictions before we start reading 

today. Discuss. Today you will find out if anyone or anything was shot and what happened. Alex and his 

family heard the gunshot too and went off to look for Pete. Read chapter 10-11, pgs. 102-117 to find out 

what happened. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   evidence (p. 105)  envisioned (p. 105)    

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  feeble (p. 106)  misjudged (p. 108)  indication (p. 109) 

       barbaric (p. 110)  protocol (p. 117) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

List three major events from the story so far. Why are they important? 

What is the main conflict in the story? Based on the events in chapter 11, how do you think it will be 

resolved? 

Is the main conflict an internal or external conflict? How do you know? 

How has the author added to the story by telling parts of it through Pete’s voice? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 12 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading Bick is still at the hospital. The police are questioning him 

because the nurse didn’t believe his story about the scratches or the gunshot wound. There are several 

new words in this chapter. I want you to use your strategies with context clues to figure out what they 

mean. Read chapter 12 pgs. 118-133 to find out what happens when the police arrive. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)    **I didn’t add vocabulary words since 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   determining the meaning of unknown words is 

the teaching point. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will use context clues to help them understand the meaning of a new word. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Choose three difficult words from the story and write a definition for each. 

What strategies did you use to understand the meaning of the words? 

Bink seems to be in trouble with the police.  What do you think will happen to him and the pig? 

Were any parts confusing? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 13-14 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading Alex and his dad set off to find Pete. During their search, 

an accident happens that once again delays their ability to find Pete. Read chapters 13-14 pgs. 134-155 to 

find out what happens. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   dense (p. 138)  jittery (p. 146)  perpetual (p. 148)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  stabilize (p. 155) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

We know the main conflict/problem in the story is finding Pete.  However, there are several other minor 

conflicts that add interest to the story. Identify a secondary conflict that has occurred. 

Can you make a connection to the conflict in the story? Explain. 

What is your prediction about finding Pete? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Trapped   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-11022-8 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 15-16 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Remember in yesterday’s reading Alex left his coat in the woods for Pete to smell. Do you think this 

worked? Would you have done anything differently? As you are reading today, pay attention to how the 

author resolves most of the major and minor conflicts. We will talk about the resolutions after we read. 

We will also check your predictions and discuss if they were correct or not. Today we will read the final 

two chapters of the book, chapters 15-16, pgs. 156-176. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   dicey (p. 156)  altered (p. 160)  felony (p. 173)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  arraigned (p. 175)  

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Was the ending of the story satisfying? Why or why not? 

What plot events were included in the rising action to the climax? 

What came as a surprise in the book? Why? 

What events did you feel were not important to the book? Why do you think the author included them in 

the story? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

 

 


