
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Spiderwick Chronicles #4 The Ironwood Tree__Level:___R____ISBN:__________Publisher:______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 1: Chapter 1 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The Grace children and their mother have recently moved into an old rundown house that belongs in the family.  

When they moved in, the children discovered that faeries, brownies, goblins, and many other strange creatures 

lived in and around the house.  Jared Grace found a book that explains what each creature is and what it looks 

like, but it was stolen from him and the children are trying to get it back.   

In today’s reading, The Grace children and their mother are heading to Mallory’s first fencing competition.  

Along the way, Jared notices a rock quarry that he has never seen before, but is familiar to him.  Later Jared will 

catch someone or something rummaging through Mallory’s bag.  Will Jared be able to catch the thief?  Read to 

find out what happens.   

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Contaminated (pg. 3)  idling (7)  smattering (9)  bout (10)  parry (11)  

furtive (14)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*Pg. 5 – K-I-S-S-I-N-G-  Simon is singing a children’s rhyme 

*Symbol pg. 9  - page break referring to a new time, place, or location 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good Readers as questions about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why was Mallory so embarrassed in the car? 

 Why did the rock quarry interest Jared so much? 

 Why do you think Jared lies even when he isn’t in trouble? 

 What happened to Mallory’s bag while she was fencing? 

 What/who do you think was digging through Mallory’s bag?  What do you think they were digging for? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What questions did you ask while reading today?  Were any of your questions answered? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Spiderwick Chronicles #4 The Ironwood Tree__Level:___R____ISBN:__________Publisher:______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 2:  Chapter 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

After the fencing match, Jared and Simon cannot find Mallory anywhere.  They will eventually head outside to 

look for her when they find a clue as to where she could be.  Read to find out what happens.  

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) sneer (22)  vocated (28)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did Jared try to frighten Not Jared?  Did it work 

 What happened to Mallory? 

 Jared really misses his father.  Do you think it would be a good thing for him to live with his father? 

 What do you think Jared doesn’t tell his mother the truth? 

 What do the faeries from the quarry want with Mallory? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

What questions did you ask about the characters or events while reading today?  Where an of your questions 

answered?   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Spiderwick Chronicles #4 The Ironwood Tree__Level:___R____ISBN:__________Publisher:______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 3:  Chapter 3 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared and Simon head to the quarry to rescue Mallory form the faeries.  They must figure out a way to get down 

into the quarry and past a riddle inscribed in the rock.  Will the boys be able to figure it out?  Read to find out 

what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) expelled (41)   niches (47)  chasm (51)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*All caps pg. 48- writing on the rock wall (riddle) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What did Simon and Jared decide to do? 

 How do you think their mother will react when she discovers them missing? 

 Why do you think Jared was so harsh towards Simon? 

 How does Simon figure out the riddle? 

 When happens when Simon speaks the code to the rock? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

What questions did you have while reading today about the characters or events?  Were any of your questions 

answered? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Spiderwick Chronicles #4 The Ironwood Tree__Level:___R____ISBN:__________Publisher:______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 4:  Chapter 4 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared and Simon are taken prisoner by the dwarves.  The dwarves decide to take the boys to their king.  Jared 

demands to see Mallory so they can make a trade.  However, when the dwarves bring out Mallory, they have 

done something to her.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) seldom (54)   tresses (54)   confiscated (55)   phosphorescence (57)  

stalactites (57)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while reading.   

Good readers use details to make visualizations while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Who/what is the Korting? 

 Where did the riddle door lead to? 

 Describe the different rooms through which the dwarves took the boys.   

 Why did the dwarf call Jared and Simon mortals?  What does that tell you about the dwarves? 

 What went wrong with the “trade” Jared made? 

 Why does Mulgarath want the Field Guide book?  What is his paln? 

 What was unique about all of the animals/plant in the dwarves’ kingdom? 

 What questions did you ask while reading today?  Were any of them answered? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Using the great descriptive details, draw a picture of what you visualized while reading today.  Explain what 

you drew and why you chose to draw it.   

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Spiderwick Chronicles #4 The Ironwood Tree__Level:___R____ISBN:__________Publisher:______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 5:  Chapter 5 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared and Simon will quickly create a plan to free Mallory and themselves.  However, they have never woken 

someone up from an eternal sleep before and do not know how.  Will they be able to wake Mallory and escape?  

Read to find out.     

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  candelabrum (79)  metallic (83)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did the boys manage to escape? 

 Where did Jared and Simon hide?  Why there? 

 How did the boys try waking Mallory?   

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What questions did you have about the characters or events while reading today.  Where any of your questions 

answered?   

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Spiderwick Chronicles #4 The Ironwood Tree__Level:___R____ISBN:__________Publisher:______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 6:  Chapter 6 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The Grace children flee from the prison room and the dwarves’ metallic dogs down the dark damp tunnels.  

Along the way they run into an unusual creature.  Will the creature help them or harm them?  Will they find a 

way out? Read to find out what happens.     

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  frenzied (85)  Luminous (87)   demented (87)  fissure (91)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*Italics pg. 87-  creature speaking (creature blurs all its words together)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What creature did the Grace children run into while trying to escape?  

 What does that creature do? 

 What did the creature give Jared?  How did it come in handy? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

What questions did you have about the characters or events while reading today?  Were any of your questions 

answered?   

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Spiderwick Chronicles #4 The Ironwood Tree__Level:___R____ISBN:__________Publisher:______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 7:  Chapter 7 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The Grace children escape the dwarf mines without being caught.  However, as soon as they escape, the 

children witness something terrible that they will never be able to forget.  The world could be in danger.  Read 

to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) regime (104)   duped (105)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters or events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What did the children witness once out of the mines? 

 What happened to the dwarves? 

 Who has the Field Guide Book?  How do you think he got it? 

 What did Jared realize about Mulgarath?  What can/did Mulgarath do?  (he can shape shift)  

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

If you were one of the Grace children, who would you convince Mom about all that has happened?  What 

would you say?   


