
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Skylark________________Level:_R____ISBN:_0-439-40225-5______Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to start a new book, Skylark.  In today’s reading we are going to meet the characters and 

find out some exciting news that happened.  Read to find out what happens in chapters one and two. 

 

 

Reading assignment: pages 3-12 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) cross (pg. 6), slough (pg. 7) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make connections. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Where is the setting? 

 Who are the characters? 

 What clues did the author use to show you how hot and dry the land was? 

 What did the author mean when he said their “names were written in the land”? 

 What did they notice about Seal? 

 What can you infer Sarah feels about kittens? How do you know? 

 Why did Sarah move to the farm? 

 What was happening at the beginning of the story? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Tell about a connection you made to the story. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Skylark________________Level:_R____ISBN:_0-439-40225-5______Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The lack of rain is really becoming a problem in the Prairie and it seems like there are no signs that it will be 

coming soon.  The family is trying not to let Papa worry about it, but reminders keep coming.  Read to find out 

what happens next. 

 

 

Reading assignment: pages 14-23 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) well (pg. 15), calf (pg. 16), mended (pg. 20), bridal (pg. 20) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support thinking.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What are ways that Sarah is surrounded by motherhood? 

 Why are the characters worried about the lack of rain? 

 What did the children have to do before they could see the calf? 

 Why don’t you think Sarah wanted to read her letter out loud? 

 Why was there a glass sitting on the fence post? 

 What clues tell you that Anna cares about Sarah? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

What is the problem in the story and how could the problem be solved. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Skylark________________Level:_R____ISBN:_0-439-40225-5______Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The prairie just keeps getting drier and the worry about water is growing.  In today’s reading the family travels 

into town and finds out some sad news that has to occur because of the lack of water.  When they arrive back 

home they notice something horrible at the farm.  Read to find out what happens! 

 

 

Reading assignment: pages 25-35 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) granary (pg. 27), reins (pg. 31),  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 If it doesn’t rain soon, what are they going to have to do for water? 

 What does Anna mean when she says “there is no green”?  Why isn’t there green? 

 Why was Caroline crying? 

 What caused Sarah’s skirt to catch on fire? 

 Why will they have to watch for fires, even at night? 

 Why did Papa yell at Sarah? 

 On page 28, after Sarah’s voice grew louder, Caleb moved closer to Anna.  On page 33, Papa yelled at 

Sarah and Caleb took Anna’s hand.  What do these clues tell you about Caleb? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What do you predict will happen next in the story? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Skylark________________Level:_R____ISBN:_0-439-40225-5______Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

There is still no rain in the prairie which brings even worse news in chapter seven.  Sarah gets angry at the land 

and is angry to find out that Matthew and Maggie are thinking about leaving.  Chapter eight brings some happy 

news that takes their minds of the drought, even if it is just for a little while.  Do you think it will ever rain?  

Read to find out what happens in today’s reading. 

 

 

Reading assignment: pages 36-50 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) wearily (pg. 36), coyote (pg. 43), drought (pg. 48) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What is the difference between a night dream and a daydream? 

 Why doesn’t Caleb want Sarah to dream about Maine? 

 Where were some of the places that the wind blew the dust? 

 What happened when they got to the river with their barrels?  

 Why does Sarah hate the land? 

 Why was Papa going to shoot the coyote?  Why did it make Sarah cry? 

 What special surprise had the family planned for Sarah? 

 Where do you think Caleb’s glass went?  Why was it gone? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Tell about how Sarah has changed in today’s reading. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Skylark________________Level:_R____ISBN:_0-439-40225-5______Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Still no good news at the farm, Maggie and Matthew’s well ran dry and they had to leave.  One dry night at the 

farm a loud noise wakes up the family and they realize something awful is happening in the farm yard.  The 

next day Papa and Sarah make a decision that will bring sadness to the family.  Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

Reading assignment: pages 51-63 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) clackety (pg. 57) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make connections. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What caused the fire? 

 What can you infer about Caleb when it said he was trembling? (pg. 53) 

 What news did Anna and Caleb find out?  Why is Papa staying at the farm? 

 Describe what the Aunt’s house looked like. 

 Describe each of the aunts. 

 How does Anna feel about Papa being at home? What clues help you know that? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

Tell about a connection you made to today’s reading. (text to text, text to self, text to world) 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Skylark________________Level:_R____ISBN:_0-439-40225-5______Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to meet some more important people in Sarah’s life.  We are also going to read some letters 

that they receive from Papa; they include some good news and some bad.  In Maine, they get rain and Sarah, 

Anna, and Caleb are so excited to finally see some! Read to find out what happens next. 

 

Reading assignment: pages 64-75 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) dune (pg. 65), inlet (pg. 65), slicker (pg. 72), dashing (pg. 74),  

loon (pg. 75), buoy (pg. 75), 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How are Sarah and William alike? 

 What did they find out about Seal? 

 What were some of the things they found out from Papa’s letters? 

 Why is Anna so sad? 

 What dream did Caleb and Anna have? 

 Why did Sarah, Anna, and Caleb dance in the rain? 

 Why didn’t Anna write to father about the rain? 

 Why do you think the author titled the book, Skylark? 

 How did Anna describe the fireworks? 

 How is Sarah different since she has been in Maine? 

 What do you predict will happen next? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How do you predict the story will end? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Skylark________________Level:_R____ISBN:_0-439-40225-5______Publisher:_Scholastic________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we are going to finish the book.  Papa writes another letter to Sarah, Anna, and Caleb and mentions that 

the weather is slowing becoming cooler in the Prairie.  They had noticed it is getting cooler by the ocean as 

well, signaling that it is getting close to back to school time.  Will they have to start school in Maine?  Could 

this mean they are staying?  Read to find out how the story ends. 

 

Reading assignment: pages 76-87 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) woolly ragwort (pg. 76), fiddling (pg. 78), sunned (pg. 78), nasturtiums, 

asters (pg. 80), masts (pg. 80), flounder (pg. 80), 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why does the family communicate with letters? (Instead of email, phone, etc.) 

 Why did Aunt Harriet recommend looking at the schools in Maine? 

 What was Caleb afraid of? 

 Why did Anna cry when she saw Papa? 

 What was Aunt Harriet’s solution to the world’s problems? (pg. 82) 

 Why was Anna concerned about Sarah having a baby? 

 Can you think of any clues from previous chapters that hinted that Sarah might be pregnant?  

 What clues did you find that showed the Nick and Lottie were excited about their return to the farm? 

 Why did Sarah write her name in the field?  What does that tell you about Sarah? 

 Did you like the way the story ended?  Why or why not? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What lesson do you think the author tried to teach you?  


