
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Saving Lilly     Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Aladdin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 1-2  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Book Overview: Erin and her friend David did a report on circus animals and vowed they would never attend 

another circus, because they could not support the people who were cruel to animals. Erin’s teacher wants to 

take the class on a field trip to the circus. She wants her students to love the circus as much as she did when she 

was younger. When she would go to the circus with her grandfather. Mrs. Dawson is upset that Erin and David 

do not want to go to the circus. They want to make Mrs. Dawson change the plans and go on a different field 

trip. Erin and David end up saving an elephant, named Lilly, from being sold to a hunting park. This novel is 

very sweet and shows that even sixth graders can make a different.  

 

Chapter 1-3: Mrs. Dawson gave her class a challenge to read 300 books before May. If they read 300 books 

total, she would surprise the class with a special field trip. The field trip is a circus. Erin and David do not want 

to go to the circus. They just finished a report about circus animals and how they are treated. They vowed to 

each other that they would never go to a circus again. Erin and David look up Glitter Tent Circus, the one that 

Mrs. Dawson was going to take them to. They discovered this is one of the worst circuses around and who are 

the cruelest to their animals. Erin and David start a petition in hopes that their classmates will sign it and Mrs. 

Dawson will have to choose another field trip for the class.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 3 procrastinate- hold off, or put off until the last minute 

  Pg 9 eloquent-power of fluent, forceful and appropriate speech 

 Pg 9 unanimous- in complete agreement  

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Describe the 300 book challenge.  

2. Chapter 2 is called “The Terrible Surprise” why do you think this is a good title for the chapter 2? Use 

evidence from the text to help support your answer.  

3. Erin and David do not want to go to the circus, why?  

4. What is the FIRST thing they do to try to get Mrs. Dawson to change the field trip?  

5. Erin and David finally decide they need to do what, to get Mrs. Dawson to change the field trip?  

6. Do you think their plan will work? Why or why not? Use evidence from the text to help support your answer 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What would you do if you were Erin or David and were passionate about not going to the circus? Have you ever 

been in a situation where you were asked to do something that you were strongly against? Explain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Saving Lilly     Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Aladdin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 4-6 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 4-6: David and Erin were sent to the principal’s office. They were able to tell him their story. He said 

he would ask Mrs. Dawson if she would offer an alternate field trip, but if she said no then he would support her 

decision. Mrs. Dawson refused. She felt like Erin and David were trying to show who the boss was in her 

classroom instead of really caring about circus animals. Erin and David go to the fairgrounds where the Glitter 

Tent Circus was unloading there animals to see for themselves how the animals were treated. They met a news 

reporter, who ended up coming to their school to interview them and Mrs. Dawson.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 30 reluctant- hesitant  

  Pg 30 propaganda-deliberate spreading of such information, rumors, etc. 

 Pg 51 wretched- miserable  

 Pg 57 plight-condition or situation, especially an unfavorable or 

unfortunate one.  

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers go beyond the text to interpret characters’ thoughts and feelings. We learn a lot about Mrs. 

Dawson and Erin in these few chapters. In your reader’s notebooks write down the different thoughts and 

feelings these characters have and what causes those feelings. Remember to use evidence from the text to 

support your answers.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Erin realizes she knows too much, and maybe Flora was right. She then says “ignorance is bliss”, what does 

that mean?  

2. Mrs. Dawson said she would not provide an alternate field trip, why? What does she think Erin and David are 

trying to do?  

3. What do Erin and David see when they go to the fairgrounds? Describe the scene.  

4. Who comes to the school the next day? What do they want?  

5. What shocking news do Erin and David find out about Lilly and where she is going?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Do you think Mrs. Dawson or Erin will change their feelings? Why or why now. Remember to use evidence 

from the text to support your answer.  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Saving Lilly     Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Aladdin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 7-9 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 7-9: The day of the circus has arrived and 18 of the 22 students do not go to the circus. Their principal, 

Dr. Martinez, calls Mrs. Mapes, the TAG teacher, into watch their class for the day. Erin decides to try to save 

Lilly. Erin leads the class in calling an elephant sanctuary to see if they would take Lilly if the kids were able to 

purchase her from the circus owner, Mr. Hinkley. Erin realizes if they want to accomplishment their goal that 

they would need to get Mrs. Dawson on their side, so they would be able to work on it during school. Erin 

knows she must make the phone call to tell Mrs. Dawson of her plan to save Lilly.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 61 conniption-hysterical excitement or anger  

  Pg 68 astonished-surprised or shocked 

 Pg 68 elephant sanctuary- place where elephants can live out the rest of    

their lives in peace 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. What happens when Mrs. Dawson told the class to line up and follow Flora out to the bus?  

2. Chapter 8 is titled “Erin’s Idea” why do you think the author chose this title for chapter 8?  

3. What does the class decide to do?  

4. Erin needs to talk to Mrs. Dawson about her plan, why? Explain your answer. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Make a prediction on what you think will happen when Erin calls Mrs. Dawson. Remember to use evidence 

from the text to help support your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Saving Lilly     Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Aladdin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 10-12  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 10-12: Erin and David meet face to face with Mrs. Dawson and tell her their plan of buying Lilly. Mrs. 

Dawson told them she was said that she could no longer love the circus because of them, but she realized they 

were right and the animals were being abused. Mrs. Dawson agrees to help her class raise money for Lilly. Mr. 

Martinez, Mrs. Mapes and Erin meet with Mr. Hinkley to negotiate a price for Lilly. Mr. Hinkley asks for 

$15,000 for Lilly. Mr. Martinez and Mrs. Mapes have done their research and know what the hunting park 

would pay for her, if they actually would pay for her. Mr. Hinkley finally agrees to the price of $8,000 if the 

media was kept out of it. The students start spreading the word through word of mouth and start bringing in the 

money. However, they are realizing that all their hard work they still have a long way to go to earn the money 

and a short time to get the money.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Pg 86 mistreated- not treated kindly 

  Pg 91 veterinarian- a doctor for animals  

 Pg 95 nonrefundable- no chance of getting your money back 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers visualize their story as they read. In your reader’s notebook you are going to draw a picture of the 

picture you saw in your mind of Lilly. Then write a paragraph describing your picture. Be ready to share your 

picture and describing paragraph with your group.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. How is Mrs. Dawson’s reaction to Erin and David’s plan?  

2. Which classmate is not supportive of their class’s plan? Why do you think they are not supportive?  

3. When Mr. Martinez, Mrs. Mapes and Erin meet with Mr. Hinkley he starts the price for Lilly at $15,000, then 

at the end of their meeting he agrees to give them Lilly for $8,000. Why did he drop his price?  

4. What are some activates the students come up with to help raise the money for Lilly?  

5. Do you think the students will reach their goal? Why or why not? Remember to support your answer with 

evidence from the text.  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

At the end of chapter 12 Erin says, “Then, just when it seemed that practically the whole town wanted to help 

by Lilly, things started to go wrong.” Make a prediction, what do you think is going to go wrong in the 

upcoming chapters?  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Saving Lilly     Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Aladdin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 13-15  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 13-15: Erin gets a phone call from Mr. Hinkley and he tells her the deal is off because he has picketers 

outside his circus holding up signs. Erin rides her bike over to the fairgrounds and finds out the picketers are 

from a group called STAC and have nothing to do with her classmates group. All of her classmates are working 

so hard on raising money, but with bad weather it makes it very difficult to do outside jobs. The class assumes 

they will not meet their goal. Erin has given up hours before their deadline when her sister opens a letter and 

finds out she has won $4,000 for her letter. She gives half of her money to Erin, because Erin helped her write 

the letter.  

  Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) Pg 112 pickets- people outside an establishment trying to persuade people    

                from entering 

  Pg 119 sparse- very little 

       Pg 122 delegate- a person designated to act for or represent others 

 Pg 127 optimism- having a positive attitude 

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make and revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. Make a prediction about 

what you think will happen next in the following chapters? Remember to use evidence from the text to help 

support your answer.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why is Erin upset with Mr. Hinkley?  

2. What were some difficulties the class had with raising money over the weekend? 

3. Chapter 15 is titled “Kathleen’s Amazing Letter”. Why is this a good title for chapter 16?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

At the end of your reading Erin says, “Tomorrow…Lilly will be ours. Nothing can go wrong now. I was 

mistaken about that, but I didn’t find it out until next morning.” What do you think happens? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Saving Lilly     Level:___R___ISBN:________________Publisher:_____Aladdin_______ 

Assignment: Chapter 16-17  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 16-17: Mr. Hinkley again, says the deal is off because a local newspaper has written up the story in the 

newspaper. Erin and her classmates have nothing to do with this article and try to convince Mr. Hinkley of still 

selling them the elephant. He is not going to sell. Erin then threatens to go to all the newspapers, and radios 

stations if he doesn’t sell them the elephant. She informs him that he will have so much bad publicity that he 

won’t be able to sell any more tickets for his circus. He agrees to still sell them the elephant. Three weeks after 

Lilly has been at the elephant sanctuary they send Erin a letter with pictures of Lilly. Lilly is adjusting well, 

healing and making friends. Erin is proud of herself and her classmates for standing up for what they believed in 

and making a difference in the world.   

  Words/Text Layout  

 *New or important words (V) Pg 145 objected- refused 

  Pg 145 convictions- a firm belief  

 Pg 148 contentment- satisfied  

            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers pay attention to big ideas, theme, in the text to help them summarize and understand the text. As 

you read today pay attention to the big ideas. Tell what you think the big idea from the book is. What lesson or 

idea does the author want you to take away from his book?  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1. Why does Mr. Hinkley say the deal is off, again?  

2. How does Erin persuade him to sell them the elephant?  

3. Why did Erin’s sister not watch Lilly being sent to the elephant sanctuary?  

4. What have you learned about Erin as a person? List 2-3 different characteristics of Erin throughout the book.  

5. Erin receives a letter three weeks after Lilly has left the circus. What the does the letter say? Who is it from?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How can you use the theme of this book to help you make choices in your life? Do you think you can be like 

Erin and stand up for what you believe in? Give examples of how this book has inspired you.  

 


