
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall_______Level:__R_____ISBN:_0-590-97409-2___Publisher:__Scholastic_______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Anna and Caleb’s mother died the day after Caleb was born.  It is very lonely on the prairie.  Anna and Caleb 

find out that their father has put an advertisement in the paper for a wife and he has received a response.  Read 

to find out what happens next. 

 

Reading Assignment: Read Chapter 1 (pages 3-10) 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) homely (pg. 5), eagerly (pg. 7), advertisement (pg. 8), shuffling (pg. 8) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) This story is written in the past.  There may be some difficult   

  vocabulary and a lacking of understanding if students are lacking prior knowledge. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Who is telling this story?  

 Why did father write an advertisement for a wife? 

 When did mother die? 

 Why did Caleb want to know if Sarah sings? 

 How are Caleb and Anna alike?  Different? 

 What can you infer about Papa? 

 What was this chapter mostly about? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What was the plot (setting, character, problem, solution) of this story?  

This question can lead to the fact that the solution to the story hasn’t been read yet. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall_______Level:__R_____ISBN:_0-590-97409-2___Publisher:__Scholastic_______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Yesterday we read about the response to the advertisement that Papa put in the newspaper for a wife.  Today we 

are going to read the letters they received from Sarah and then read about Sarah’s arrival to the Prairie. 

 

*You may want to show where Maine is on a map. 

 

Reading Assignment: Chapters 2 and 3 (pages 11-21) 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pesky (pg. 12), bonnet (pg. 15), suspenders (pg. 16), gophers (pg. 17) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good Readers make connections to the story (text to text, text to self, text to world). 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What were some of the things Anna asked in her letter to Sarah?  What about Caleb’s?  Papa’s? 

 What were Caleb and Anna worried about before Sarah’s arrival? 

 How are Sarah and Mama alike? 

 What are the differences between Maine and the Prairie?  

 On page 16 it says, “Papa brushed his hair so slick and shiny…, He wore a clean blue shirt, and a belt 

instead of suspenders” what can you infer from these sentences?   

 What do you already know about Sarah? 

 What do you predict will happen in the next two chapters? (This prediction will lead into tomorrow’s 

lesson) 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Make a connection to the story. 

Prompts if needed: Tell about a time when you were worried like Anna.  Can you think of something in this 

book that reminded you of another book? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall_______Level:__R_____ISBN:_0-590-97409-2___Publisher:__Scholastic_______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Yesterday we read about Sarah’s arrival to the Prairie.  Today we are going to read about her new experiences 

at the Prairie.  Read to find out what happens next. 

 

Reading Assignment: Chapters 4 and 5 (pages 22-32) 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) roamer (pg. 22), paddock (pg. 23), dune (pg. 29), mica (pg. 29) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Yesterday we made predictions that the end of the lesson.  Think about the predictions you made.  Good readers 

change their predictions as they learn new information in the text.  You could have them write their predictions 

from yesterday on a self-stick note, to have a starting point for answers to the written question at the end of the 

lesson. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What does ‘ayuh’ mean? (pg. 24) 

 Why did Sarah scatter Caleb’s hair? 

 Caleb mentions that Sarah will stay a few times in these chapters.  Why does Caleb think Sarah will 

stay?  Use details from the text. 

 How do you think Sarah was feeling when she saw the dead sheep?  What clues do you have from the 

text? (pg. 28) 

 How did Papa help Sarah feel like she had a piece of Maine at the Prairie? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Think about the prediction you made yesterday.  As you read today what new information did you read that 

made you change (or add to) your previous prediction?   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall_______Level:__R_____ISBN:_0-590-97409-2___Publisher:__Scholastic_______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The summer continues and Sarah spends time on the farm with the family.  In chapter 7, we will also meet the 

family’s neighbors.  Read to find out what happens next.   

 

 

Reading Assignment: Chapters 6 and 7 (pages 33-43) 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) gullies (pg. 35), shoo (pg. 36), petticoat (pg. 36), treaded (pg. 37), banty  

 (pg. 39), clucked (pg. 39), hitch (pg. 39), zinnias, marigolds, dahlias, columbine, nasturtiums (pg. 41) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers summarize the text and share their thinking in writing.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What can you infer from the first paragraph on page 33? 

 What can you infer when Anna said she knew that the chickens wouldn’t be for eating? (pg. 39, 43) 

 What were some of the things that Sarah said she missed about Maine? 

 List some ways that Sarah says Maine is different than the prairie.  List some ways they are the same. 

 What clues tell you that Papa wants to marry Sarah? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Write three new details that you learned from chapters 6 and 7. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall_______Level:__R_____ISBN:_0-590-97409-2___Publisher:__Scholastic_______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

This chapter starts out with some clues that a strong storm is coming.  We will read to find out how they get 

ready for the storm and what happens once the storm hits. 

 

Reading Assignment: Chapter 8 (pages 44-50) 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) overalls (pg. 44), sly (pg. 45), weary (pg. 46), squall (pg. 47), pungent  

 (pg. 47), errie (pg. 48) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good Readers make connections to the story (text to text, text to self, text to world). 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How is Sarah different than most women? 

 What did Sarah tell Papa she wanted to learn to do? 

 What were some of the things the family did to prepare for the storm? 

 What were some descriptive phrases the author used to describe the storm? 

 Why did the family need to sleep in the barn? 

 What was special about the hail? 

 What do you predict will happen in the last chapter? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Write about a time when you were caught in bad weather.  (Or, any other type of connection) 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall_______Level:__R_____ISBN:_0-590-97409-2___Publisher:__Scholastic_______ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

In the last chapter of this story we will read about how Papa keeps his promise to Sarah and teaches her how to 

drive the wagon.  Sarah is a quick learner but leaves the children crying when she drives away.  Is she leaving 

for good?  Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) squinted (pg. 55), nasturtium seeds (pg. 58), 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good Readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, problem, and solution). 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did the author describe the setting after the storm?   

 Seeing Sarah leave in the wagon was hard for Anna and Caleb, what were two reasons? (pg. 54) 

 What were some of the reasons that Caleb thought Sarah was leaving?  

 How did Sarah bring the sea to the prairie? 

 What will Sarah probably do in the future? 

 How do you think Caleb and Anna feel now that Papa and Sarah are going to marry?  How do you think 

Papa feels?  Sarah? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What was the solution to this story?  Did you like the way it ended?  Why or why not? 


