
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Sinking of the Titanic (I Survived) Level: R ISBN:  978-0-545-20694-5   Publisher: Scholastic   Day 1 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M)             

Introduction and Chapters 1-3:   Pages 1-16 

Read the back of the book for a brief introduction to the main character, George.   What 

information the group already knows about the Titanic.  Talk about how times were different in 

1912.  This is a historical fiction book.  The facts about the Titanic are real but the characters 

are made up. 

Chapters 1-3 

Notice that chapter 1 is George's flashback.  The author then takes the reader back 19 hours 

before tragedy struck in chapter 2.  In chapter 1, George on deck of the Titanic while the boat 

is sinking.  In chapter 2, the author starts the story on the fifth day if the voyage.  You are 

introduced to the main characters and find out a bit about George.  Chapter 3, you will find out 

about some of the mischief George got into on the ship. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  bellowing (3) steward (7) meringue (8) boiler room (12)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout: Discuss: "she was wearing a hundred pounds of diamonds” (10)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the plot of a story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

In chapter 1, what was the problem? 

What happened to George's mom? 

What did you visualize as you read chapter 1? 

Describe Phoebe and Aunt Daisy. 

What will Papa do if George gets in trouble? 

What was the one thing George said the Titanic was missing? 

Who are Marco and Enzo? 

Why do you think Marco and Enzo will be important to the story? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   Make a list of the trouble George has already been in on the boat. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Sinking of the Titanic    Level: R     ISBN:  978-0-545-20694-5       Publisher: Scholastic      Day 2 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 4-6:   Pages 17-32 

 

In these chapters you will be introduced to Mr. Andrews, the architect of the boat.  You will be 

introduced to some of the other "important” passengers.  George will also explain one of his 

adventures with a panther.  Read to find out about George's adventure. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  spectacles (17)    Egyptian (24)    glistening (29) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about characters in the story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

What does Mr. Andrews show George and Phoebe on the blueprints? 

What is George most interested in finding on the blueprints? 

What does "unsinkable" mean?  Why is it used in chapter 1? 

Why did Aunt Daisy raise her glass for a toast at dinner in chapter 2? 

What was the interesting object on the boat that George just had to see? 

Why was George in the hallway of the boat? 

Describe George's encounter with the panther. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Make an inference about George based on what you know so far.  

Use evidence from the text to support your inference. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Sinking of the Titanic    Level: R     ISBN:  978-0-545-20694-5       Publisher: Scholastic      Day 3 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapters 7-9:  Pages 33-50 
 

In these 3 chapters , George will encounter a thief, catch an ice ball, be told to put on a life 

jacket and head for the deck, and go looking for his sister who was out looking for him.  Pay 

attention to the subtle clues that the ship is going down. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  prickled (35)   jostled (43)   barge (46) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V): 

     

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Make an inference, why did George tell the robber he was going to steal the mummy and sell it 

in New York? 

What do you think was the "tremendous rumbling noise?" 

What did George encounter on his way back to his cabin? 

What was the author trying to foreshadow? 

Why was George so uneasy that he could not sleep? 

Who was knocking on their cabin door? 

What was the biggest surprise for Aunt Daisy? 

How will Aunt Daisy and George find Phoebe? 

 
 

Writing Connection (optional):  Based on what you have read so far, make an inference about 

Phoebe.  Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Sinking of the Titanic    Level: R     ISBN:  978-0-545-20694-5       Publisher: Scholastic      Day 4 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapters 10- 12: Pages 51-71 
 

Aunt Daisy and George figure out that Phoebe is down below in the third class.  This area has 

been gated in and the steward was not letting the people up to deck.  Aunt Daisy gets him to 

open the gate and when they were searching for Phoebe an unexpected friend helps them find 

her.  George is able to lead them to the deck but just as George was about to get on the 

lifeboat something happens.  Read to find out what happened. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  promenade (51)    commotion (52)   stokers (63) 
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

Why does George think Phoebe was out looking for him? 

When he realized she was going down to first class baggage, why is he scared for her? 

If water was coming into the titanic, why were the third class passengers locked behind a gate 

when the first class passengers were on the deck with life jackets?  

How do Aunt Daisy and George get past the closed and locked gate? 

Who was the unexpected savior that helped locate Phoebe? 

How did Enzo help find Phoebe?  

How did they all get to the top deck?   

What happened when they got to the top deck? 

How do you think George felt when they lowered that lifeboat without him? 
 

Writing Connection (optional):  People often gave George a hard time for always being in trouble, so 

why did they all turn to him to lead them to the top deck? Use examples from the text to 

support your answer. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Sinking of the Titanic    Level: R     ISBN:  978-0-545-20694-5       Publisher: Scholastic      Day 5 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapters 13- 14: Pages 72-85 
 

George is saved by his friend Marco as the ship sank, but then it turns out that George had to 

save him, too.  Read to find out what happened to them that cold night. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  glinting (65)    seared (78)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):    Chapter 13:  the author uses a lot of figurative language-  

 find some and talk about what they mean. 
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Who grabbed onto George to save him? 

How did Marco save George? 

How did George save Marco? 

Who helped George and Marco get into the boat? 

How did he know who it was? 

Why was the robber dressed like a woman? 

Why would people keep pushing George's hand away from the raft? 

What happened as the sky brightened? 

What was the name of the ship that saved them? 

 
 

Writing Connection (optional):  When George saw all the beautiful icebergs, a chill ran up his spine.  

Why? 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Sinking of the Titanic    Level: R     ISBN:  978-0-545-20694-5       Publisher: Scholastic      Day 6 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 15-16: Pages 86-96 and “My Titanic Story and “Facts About the Titanic”  

 

In these chapters you will read about what happened in the days following the rescue by the 

Carpathia.   As you read you will find out that George and Phoebe think they may have figured 

out the reason for the bad luck, the sinking of ship.   You will also read about how George reacts 

to the whole situation when he gets home to the farm.  
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

Describe the first two days for George on the Carpathia. 

What happened to Marco? 

Why did George and Phoebe think the ship sank? 

What changed their minds? 

What did the author mean when she said “some people were crying tears of happiness; others 

were crying tears of sadness”? 

How did George feel when he got back to the farm? 

What was "haunting" him? 

How did he try to help himself feel better? 

Read “My Titanic Story” and “Facts About the Titanic”.  Talk about the question posed by the 

author on the last page of facts. 
 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  How are Papa and George similar?   How did the woods strengthen 

their relationship?   Use examples from the text to support your answer. 


