
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_I Survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011_Level:__R_____ISBN:_____Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 1:  Chapter 1-2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Ben Kudo, an eleven year old boy, his mother and brother, Harry, are visiting the boys’ uncle in Shogahama, 

Japan.  The village of Shogahama is a small village where their father grew up as a child.  Ben was excited for 

the trip until a terrible accident happened.  Now he is dreading being in Japan.  Read to find out what happens. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Tsunami (2)   Ferocious (3)   drenched(5)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*Chapter 1-glimpse at what is to come later in the story. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What was happening at the beginning of chapter 2? 

 What happened to Ben’s dad? 

 Why does Harry want to climb to the top of the cherry tree? 

 Why is Ben determined to be like his dad? 

 Infer what happed to Ben while he was climbing the cherry tree.   

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What questions did you ask while reading today?  Were any of your questions answered?   

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_I Survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011_Level:__R_____ISBN:_____Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 2:  Chapter 3-4 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Harry is taken to the doctor’s office to get stitches.  When they return home, Harry and Ben are sitting on the 

bed when something terrible unexpectedly happens.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) tinge (19)  squadron (20)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why do you think it had been so long since Ben had laughed? 

 How did Dr. Sato convince Harry to let him do stiches on his arm? 

 How did being in Shogahama affect Ben? 

 What happened at the end of chapter 4? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What questions did you ask while reading today?  Were any of your previous questions answered?   

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_I Survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011_Level:__R_____ISBN:_____Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 3:  Chapters 5-6   

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Ben, Harry, and their Mother are from California and experience earthquakes all of the time.  However, this is 

the most powerful earthquake they have ever experienced and following the earthquake is something they have 

never experienced before.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) console (25)  plaster (29)   intently (35)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did dad’s Afghanistan story help Ben during the earthquake? 

 How did Ben’s quick thinking save him and Harry? 

 How did Ben clam Harry down? 

 What did Ojisan and the other men notice in the distance? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What questions did you ask while reading today?  Were any of your previous questions answered?   

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_I Survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011_Level:__R_____ISBN:_____Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 4:  Chapter 7-8 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Ojisan and the men standing around realized that the powerful earthquake was not the end of their terrifying 

day.  In the distance, a wall of water as tall as a building was quickly heading straight towards them.  Will 

Ojisan, Ben, Harry, and their mother be able to get out of its path in time?  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  devouring (39)  teetered (40)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers use the details from the text to help them visualize what is happening while they read.  

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What happened to Ojisan, Mom, and Harry? 

 How did Dad’s stories save Ben? 

 After Ben reoriented himself, how did he keep the waves from pulling under again and again? 

 What questions did you ask while reading today?  Were any of your previous questions answered? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Using the great descriptive details from the text, choose a scene from this chapter and draw a picture of what 

you visualized.  Write a brief description of what you drew and why you chose to draw it.   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_I Survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011_Level:__R_____ISBN:_____Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 5:  Chapters 9-10 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Once again, Ben will rely on his father’s old war stories to help him through his situation.  Ben will find 

someone that will bring him relief.  However, that peaceful feeling won’t last long when he realizes the wave is 

pulling him back out to the read.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) latched (54)   draped (61)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why was floating on the couch, the loneliest time Ben had ever experienced.   

 Why did Ben jump back into the water? 

 Why do you think the annoying cat that Ben doesn’t care for brought him so much peace and relief? 

 Why did the water begin moving again? 

 How did Nya help rescue Ben? 

 What questions did you ask while reading today?  Were any of your previous questions answered? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Do you think if Ben’s father had not recently died that Ben might not have survived the Tsunami? Explain your 

thinking.   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_I Survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011_Level:__R_____ISBN:_____Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 6:  Chapters 11-12 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

After the wave recedes into the ocean, Ben decides to walk inland in search of survivors and help.  Once Ben 

reaches the elementary school he collapses.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) murmurs (64)   trudge (64)  sensei (71)  expectantly (73)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*Italics pg. 68- “arigato”- Japanese word for Thank you 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while reading.   

Good readers make inferences about the characters while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Where did Ben walk to?  Why do you think he chose there?   

 Who cleaned and doctored Ben up once he collapsed at the school? 

 What task did Dr. Sato entrust Ben with? 

 What questions did you ask about the characters and events today while reading?  Were any of your 

previous questions answered? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

How has Ben’s earthquake/Tsunami experience helped heal Ben since his dad’s death?  What clues helped you 

infer this? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_I Survived The Japanese Tsunami, 2011_Level:__R_____ISBN:_____Publisher:_______________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 7:  Chapter 13 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Ben and family will wait several weeks before returning home to California.  Ben will finally go on a walk with 

Ojisan and realize some things about his dad that he didn’t before.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) subsided (79)  determination (82)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers ask questions about the characters and events while reading.  

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What type of effect did the Tsunami have on the country and people of Japan?  (think both emotionally 

and physically) 

 Why did Ojisan refuse to go to California with the Kudos? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

What questions did you have while reading today?  Were any of  your previous questions answered? 


