
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 1-2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M)   

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Introduce the book, I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941. Give background information about 

the time period. You may also want to show pictures of Hawaii and the location of the Pearl Harbor 

military base. The story begins with the world-changing events of the bombing at Pearl Harbor.  Explain 

how this started our involvement in World War II. We also meet 11 year-old Danny Crane.  He and his 

mom have moved from New York City to Hawaii to begin a new life. Danny’s mom wanted him to grow 

up in a safer place than the city. In chapter 2 the author goes back to the day before the bombing. We 

learn about the events in NYC that made Danny’s mom want to move. Today you will read chapters 1 & 

2, pages 1-10. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   torpedoes (p. 1)  cockpit (p. 2)  vicious (p. 6)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of characters (their traits, how & why they change), using 

evidence to support statements. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Explain what was happening in the first chapter. 

What did we learn about Danny in chapter 2? 

What is Danny planning to do? Do you think he will go through with it?  Use evidence from the text to 

explain why you think he will or will not go back to New York City. 

Did anything confuse you? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 3-4 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review the events in yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, Danny flashes back to his life in NYC.  

Throughout the book, the author will take you, the reader, back and forth between the present and the 

past. Today Danny will remember his favorite teacher, Mrs. Mills.  He will also meet someone new.  Both 

Mrs. Mills and the new character, Aki, will cause Danny to think differently about some things. He also 

meets a strange animal. Do you know what a wild boar looks like? (Show a picture.) As you read today, 

pay attention to Danny’s description of his feelings. Today you will read chapters 3 & 4, pages 11-23. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   lurking (p. 11)  maniac (p. 14)  conquer (p. 14)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  wiry (p. 20) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of characters (their traits, how & why they change), using 

evidence to support statements. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Were any parts confusing? Exciting? 

What do you think happened between Aki and the wild boar? 

What new things did we learn about Danny? 

What did he say about his feelings? Using support and/or evidence from the chapter, why is he feeling 

this way? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 5-6 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review the events in yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, you are going to find out what happened 

between Aki and the wild boar.  As you read, I want you to be aware/notice the small changes in Danny. 

Also, notice how Mrs. Sudo’s comments cause him to do some thinking and maybe realize some new 

things. Today you will read chapters 5 & 6, pages 24-35. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   hoist (p. 24)  stitch (p. 25)  shish kebab (p. 27)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of characters (their traits, how & why they change), using 

evidence to support statements. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Explain the events in today’s reading. 

Were any parts confusing? Exciting? 

Describe the times in the text when Danny seemed to be changing his thinking. 

What do you think about his plans to go back to NYC? What are your predictions? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 7-8 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review the events in yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, Danny struggles with some thoughts and 

what is really important to him. Today the bombing starts. The bombing was an extremely important 

event that changed the entire country. Discuss how and why men willingly enlisted.  Today you will read 

chapters 7 & 8, pages 36-47. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   ‘stowing away’ (p. 37)  ‘seesawing back & forth’ (p. 39)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of characters (their traits, how & why they change), using 

evidence to support statements. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Explain the events in today’s reading. 

Were any parts confusing? Exciting? 

What would you have done if you were Danny? Would you have stayed with Mrs. Sudo or gone to find 

your mom? 

This was a very scary event.  How did the author depict a feeling of fear and danger?  Use evidence in the 

text to show the vocabulary/adjectives used to describe what was happening. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 9-10 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review the events in yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, Danny is trying to get to the hospital to find 

his mom. Along the way some terrifying things happen to him. He also comes across Mack, his mother’s 

friend. Everything is very chaotic and intense. People are injured and some have died. You will read 

chapters 9 & 10, pages 48-59 to find out what Danny experiences. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   bullhorn (p. 48)  pummeling (p. 49)  cripple (p. 56)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  cripple (p. 56)  tattered (p. 58) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of characters (their traits, how & why they change), using 

evidence to support statements. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Explain the events in today’s reading. What was happening at this point? 

Were any parts confusing? Exciting? 

What information did we learn about Mack?  Does he seem important to the military? What evidence 

from the text supports your thinking? 

Danny thought Mack was just a rich guy from Sutton Place in New York.  Has his thinking changed at 

all? Support your answer. 

What is your prediction for chapter 11? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 11-12 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review the events in yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, the bombs continue.  Mack is severely 

injured but Danny is able to use some of his skills he learned in NYC to help get Mack to the hospital. As 

you read, I want you to continue to be aware/notice the small changes in Danny. Today you will read 

chapters 11 & 12, pages 60-74. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   colonel (p. 65)  cratered (p. 67)  orderlies (p. 68)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  invasion (p. 71) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of characters (their traits, how & why they change), using 

evidence to support statements. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Explain the events in today’s reading. 

Were any parts confusing? Exciting? 

What does Danny think about Mack now? Explain your thinking. 

How was Danny able to help Mack? Do you think you would have used the colonel’s car without 

permission? Why might it be OK this time? 

How has Danny changed since the beginning of the story? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Chapter 13-14 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review the events in yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, the U.S. government begins capturing all of 

the Japanese men.  The U.S. government thought that the Japanese living in the U.S., were spies for the 

Japanese government. Many men of Japanese descent were put into secured camps. This was 

problematic because many people like Mr. Sudo were born in the United States and were U.S. citizens.  

Today you will read chapters 13 & 14, pages 75-86. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   clothesline (p. 76)  enlisted (p. 83)  censored (p. 84)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of characters (their traits, how & why they change), using 

evidence to support statements. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Explain the events in today’s reading. 

Were any parts confusing? Exciting? 

Why do you think Mr. Sudo was released? Do you think Earl helped him at all? 

Did you like the way the story ended? Would you have written the ending differently? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 
Title: I Survived the Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941   Level:  R   ISBN:  978-0-545-20698-3 Publisher:  Scholastic  

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)         Final Section 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Review the events in yesterday’s reading. In today’s reading, we are going to learn important factual 

information about Pearl Harbor and World War II. We will discuss the questions and timeline once 

everyone has finished. Today you will read the final section, pages 87-101. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)   allied forces (p. 91)  internment (p. 93)  84)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  monument (p. 93) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Students will use text structure to help them understand nonfiction text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Refer to the questions in the text. Discuss the information and answers to the questions. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
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