
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 (I Survived) Level: R ISBN: 978-0-545-20700-3   Publisher: Scholastic   Day 1 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M)             

Introduction/Timeline (in the back of book)/Chapters 1-3: Pages 1-17 
 

What do the children in this group know about 9/11?   Read the back of the cover and then 

there is a timeline of events in the back of the book.  Look through it and discuss it.  This is a 

historical fiction book where the facts are true but the characters are fictional. 
 

Chapter 1 puts you at the beginning of the tragedy.  You are looking at it through the eyes of 

the main character, Lucas.  Chapter 2 takes the reader back approximately 2 weeks before the 

tragedy.  You will learn about the special relationship between Uncle Benny and Lucas and you 

will find out how Lucas came to love football.   In chapter 3, you will learn a little bit about 

Lucas and his dad’s relationship.   
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  ferocious (3)   plunged (3)    cleats (9)    concussion (12) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout:  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the plot of a story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

What was the mood after chapter 1?  What words or phrases will support your answer. 

Where was Lucas the happiest? 

What did Uncle Benny and Lucas's dad do for a living? 

How does Lucas’s dad describe Uncle Benny? 

After Uncle Benny took him to practice, what did Lucas really love about football? 

Why couldn’t Lucas play football for twelve days? 

What did Lucas really love doing with his dad? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   Compare and contrast Lucas's father before and after the 

warehouse fire.   Use evidence form the text to support the comparison and the contrast. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Attacks of Sept. 11, 2001   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-545-20700-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 2 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 4-5: Pages 18-33 
 

In these chapters Lucas will go to a new doctor and get some very upsetting news.  He decides 

Uncle Benny is the only one that can help him so he skips school and goes to see Uncle Benny at 

the firehouse.  This was not a good idea.  Read to find out why. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   jutting (27)   furious (32) 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):    

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers revise predictions as they learn new events in a text. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What doctor did Lucas’s mom take him and why? 

What did Dr. Barrett tell him? 

What did it mean in chapter 4 when it said “a chill ran up and down Lucas's spine”? 

What is “The Rock”? 

What landmark did Lucas use to get to the firehouse? 

What happened when he got to the firehouse? 

When did Lucas realize it was Uncle Benny that sent him to Dr. Barrett? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   Out of nowhere a huge jet airplane zoomed into view.  It was “flying 

very low”.  What is about to happen? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Attacks of Sept. 11, 2001   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-545-20700-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 3 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 6-7: Pages 34-45 

 

 Pay attention to the time that is the chapter title for chapter 6.  It will help with the timeline 

for the events.  These two chapters will introduce you to the catastrophe.  Benny will head to 

the fire and Lucas will be left behind at the firehouse. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  glinting (35)   careened (37)    billowing (38) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V): 

     

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What did the AA stand for that Lucas saw on the plane? 

Lucas had many different ideas go through his head as to why the plane was low.  What are 

they? 

What was the plane headed straight for? 

What did Uncle Benny shout into his phone and what did it mean? 

What did Uncle Benny whisper to Lucas before he got on the truck? 

Why don't firefighters like high rises? 
 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  The chief told Lucas that his dad was on his way to the scene.  How 

do you think Lucas is feeling?  Use text evidence to support your inference. 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Attacks of Sept. 11, 2001   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-545-20700-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 4 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapters 8-9:  Pages 46-58 

 

Notice there has only been 14 minutes from the start of chapter 6 to start of chapter 8.   

While Lucas is at the firehouse he tries to make himself useful while watching the updates on 

the TV.  He decides to go south to the towers to try to find his dad.  Read to see what happens 

to Lucas. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    confetti (48)   massive  churned (50) 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):   Italics on page 53 (2 different reasons for them) and  

different from page 47    
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers make inferences about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

Why did Lucas start washing the dishes at the firehouse? 

What are the facts about the World Trade Center & the Twin Towers from the newsman’s 

report? 

What were the white dots floating in the smoke? 

Why did the newsman gasp while still on air for the news station? 

Why did the newsman say "I think this is some kind of attack"? 

Why did Lucas run south toward The Towers? 

Who found Lucas and how did he know where he was? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Make an inference about the people running north on page 56.  

Support your inference. 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Attacks of Sept. 11, 2001   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-545-20700-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 5 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapters 10-11:  Pages 59-74 

 

It is now 9:50 a.m. at the start of chapter 10.  Dad hears a horrible noise so he and Lucas run as 

fast as they can to a store where they take cover.  Read to find out what they were running 

from. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about and make inferences about characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

Dad said they won't be able to put the fire out.  What kind of operation did he say the 

firefighters were on now? 

Why do you think Lucas kept his eyes straight ahead when he and his dad were walking toward 

The Towers? 

Why did dad and Lucas have to stop? 

What is Ladder 177 and why were they looking for it? 

Why did dad shout “run!!”? 

What was the explosion? 

Why did the store worker give out bottles of water? 

Lucas's dad was not in towers because.... 

After they left the store, why did dad say we have to move fast? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Identify and describe one character trait that describes Lucas's 

dad?   Use evidence from the text. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Attacks of Sept. 11, 2001   Level: R ISBN: 978-0-545-20700-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 6 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 12/”Why I wrote about September 11”/ “Questions and Answers About 9/11” 

 

It is almost 2 months after the attack.  Read to find out how Lucas and his dad's firehouse are 

doing. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers respond to the text in writing and use evidence from the text to support 

thinking. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

Why were so many members of Ladder 177 and their families at the football game? 

Tell me about Uncle Benny's experience at the towers? 

How did this terrible tragedy bring Lucas and his dad together?  Explain. 

Read: “Why I wrote about September 11” & “Questions and Answers About 9/11” at the end of 

the book.  Discuss. 
 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Write an opinion about how you feel about the attacks of 

September 11, 2001. 
 


