
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Bombing of Pearl Harbor (I Survived) Level: R  ISBN: 978-0-545-20698-3    Publisher: Scholastic   Day 1 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M)             
 

Introduction/Pearl Harbor: A Man-Made Disaster (after pg. 86), Chapters 1-3:  1-17 

Read the back of the book then “A Man-Made Disaster” on page 87.  Does anyone know anything 

about Pearl Harbor?  
 

Chapter 1 is a flashback for Danny.  In chapter 1, you will be inserted into a fire fight, full of 

real bullets.  Chapter 2-3:  (may want to add chapter 3 to day two depending on time).  Danny 

tells you how he and his mother came to live in Hawaii.  You will learn about Danny's best friend 

Finn that he left in New York.   
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):     searing    vicious   
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the characters of a story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Why was Danny terrified in chapter 1? 

How would you describe the mood in chapter 1?  What words or phrases helped you? 

Who did Ma want to get Danny away from in New York? 

Where was Danny's dad? 

What happened to Danny's best friend Finn? 

Why did Ma choose Hawaii? 

Why does Danny feel responsible for Finn's accident? 

What was Danny's plan for the next day? 

Chapter 3:  Who is lieutenant Andrew Maciel? 

Why did Danny and Finn get 100% on their spelling test from Mrs. Mills? 

Summarize what Mrs. Mills told Danny and Finn about what was happening in the world. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Compare & contrast how Ma & Danny feel about Hawaii & New York.   



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Bombing of Pearl Harbor   Level: R    ISBN: 978-0-545-20698-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 2 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 4- 6:  Pages 18-35 

In these chapters you will meet two new characters, Aki and his mom Mrs. Sudo.  Danny will 

save Aki's life in theses chapters.  Read to find out how. 
 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  hoist   shish kebab  
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):    

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about characters in the story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

How did Danny save Aki?  Summarize what happened. 

Mrs. Sudo described Danny's mom as brave.  What evidence from the story proves this? 

How did Aki know the names of all the planes flying overhead? 

Do you think Danny will still try to go back to New York?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Make an inference about Aki.  Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer. 

 

 

 

 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Bombing of Pearl Harbor   Level: R    ISBN: 978-0-545-20698-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 3 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 7-9:  Pages 36-52 

 

Today you will read about Danny's decision to stay or go back to New York.  In his struggle to 

decide, his new friend Aki is calling for him to go outside at 8:05. By 8:45 his life has changed.  

Read to find out what it is. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):     frantic 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V): 

     

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers make predictions and revise them as they learn more while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What was Danny’s plan for getting back to New York? 

What do you think was keeping Danny from his plan?  Why? 

How did Aki help Danny realize they were being attacked? 

What country did Danny think was invading? 

Where did Mrs. Sudo want Danny to go? 

Why did Danny not go with Mrs. Sudo? 

What do you think Danny was feeling when he was running on the beach? 

How did Mrs. Sudo know it was Japanese plans?  What do you think may happen to Aki and Mrs. 

Sudo?  
 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Predict what will happen to Danny?  Give evidence from the text to 

support your answer. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Bombing of Pearl Harbor   Level: R    ISBN: 978-0-545-20698-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 4 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapters 10- 11:  Pages 53-68 

 

In these two chapters the author will explain what the attacks were like for the soldiers that 

lived on the island and how Mack and Danny survive a fierce battle. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   lull   (60) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V): 

     
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

When Danny got up from the sand what did he see? 

Who was in the car? 

What had the Japanese destroyed before they got to the base?  List what you remember. 

Mack pushed Danny into a crater.  What created the crater?  

What did Danny say the planes looked like?    

Where was Mack injured? 

How did Danny get the injured men to the hospital? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Why do you think Danny told Mack he would make his mom go to 

dinner with him? 
 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Bombing of Pearl Harbor   Level: R    ISBN: 978-0-545-20698-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 5 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapters 12-13:  Pages 69-80 

 

In these chapters the author will describe what happens following the attack.  Danny helps out 

at the hospital and his ma on works tirelessly to help all the soldiers.  When they finally go 

home, another surprise is waiting for them.  Read to find out what happened. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers respond the text in writing and use evidence from the test to support 

thinking. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Summarize what Danny did to help ma at the hospital. 

Look back in the chapters:  What happened to the: 

                         Arizona       Oklahoma      California     Shaw     Cassin 
What happened to Mr. Sudo? 

Why did the sketchbook cause such a problem? 

How did Danny help or at least try to help Mr. Sudo? 
 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Knowing how nice the Sudo's were and the fact that Mr. Sudo lived 

in Hawaii his whole life, was it fair for the police to want to search their home?  Why or why 

not? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Bombing of Pearl Harbor   Level: R    ISBN: 978-0-545-20698-3    Publisher: Scholastic      Day 6 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapter 14 and “Questions and Answers from the Author” (in back of the book) 

 

In this last chapter the author skips ahead in time to Christmas.  Read to find out how life has 

changed in Hawaii and for Danny since the attacks. 
 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the characters while reading. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

 

Why did every house have to have black out curtains? 

What was the strange noise that Danny kept hearing on Christmas morning? 

Why were all the letters from Hawaii censored? 

Give your opinion:  How you feel about the bombing of Pearl Harbor? 

 
 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Write, identify, and describe at least one character trait that 

describes Danny.  Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
 


