
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky Level: R   ISBN:  0-590-47781-1  

Day One (pgs. 1-15) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  This book is called Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky by Faith 

Ringgold.  It is a mix of fantasy and historical fiction.  It is about a girl named Cassie who travels back in 

time to the time of the slaves.  She needs to find her brother, Be Be.  She meets Harriet Tubman who 

helps her travel on the Underground Railroad to try to find him (Give background on Underground 

Railroad- Read pgs. 30-31 with students).  Read to find out if she is successful in finding her brother. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) ramshackled (pg. 5)- run-down 

     conductor (pg. 6)- person in charge of a train 

     bedraggled (pg. 6)- messy, untidy 

     plantations (pg. 10)- huge farms where slaves sometimes lived 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  “jump the broom” (pg. 12)- custom black couples did to make  

their marriage legal and show their commitment to the 

relationship since their marriages were not recognized 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers notice details to help them better understand what is going on in the story.  Today you will read 

about different unfair things that slaves had to face.  While you are reading, write down some of these 

unfair things they faced.  You will read many of them on pgs. 10-15.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

This book has elements of fantasy in it.  What is the train in the sky?  What happened to Be Be and  

Cassie in the sky? 

Underground Railroad symbolism:  What is the Underground Railroad? 

Who are conductors? 

What are stations?  

What kinds of unfair things did the slaves face? 

 Why were slaves treated so unfairly? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky Level: R   ISBN:  0-590-47781-1  

Day Two (pgs. 16-29) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday…. 

 

Today in your reading, Cassie will continue to travel on the Underground Railroad as she looks for her 

brother.  She will go to many of the “stations” of the UR.  Read to find out what happened to Be Be. 

(Review what the Underground Railroad, conductor, and stations symbolize).    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) spiritual (pg. 16)- song often sung by black people  

hearse (pg. 23)- a vehicle for transporting a dead person to the place 

     of burial 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Pg. 16, 18- “Go down, Moses- way down in Egypt land!  Tell ole  

Pharaoh, Let my people go!”- this is what the people 

would sing as a secret code to get help  

Pg. 20- “Wait for a railroad agent disguised as a gravedigger.   

He will say: ‘I bring you a ticket for the railroad.’”- he 

will help her to the next station 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers visualize details mentioned in the text to help them better understand what is going on in the 

story.  Today, you will reread about the “stations” Cassie has to stop at on the Underground Railroad.  

She has a long hard journey.  While you read, sketch/label the stations that she has to stop at on her 

journey.  Let’s start with the first two together (pgs. 16-17). Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

How would feel if you had been Cassie (or another slave) escaping to freedom?  Explain. 

What stations did Cassie stop at? (show sketches) 

 What stations did you think were the most difficult (or scariest)? 

What elements are included in this book that makes it historical fiction? 

What can you infer the author’s purpose was for writing this book? 

What lessons can we learn from the book? 


