
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Apollo 13 Mission   Level: R ISBN:  9780736854764 Publisher: Capstone Press 

            Day 1 (Ch. 1) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction- This nonfiction book is called The Apollo 13 Mission by Donald Lemke.  It describes 

the difficulties the Apollo 13 team experienced in space and how those problems were solved.  This book 

is called a graphic book which means it is written like a comic book.     

 

Day 1:  Today we will meet the crew of the Apollo 13 mission and learn about a problem they face while 

they are in space.  Read to find out more about the problem. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) module (pg. 4) – a segment of a spacecraft designed to perform a  

particular function 

     flight controllers (pg. 6)- people helping the spacecraft from land 

     destination (pg. 9)- the place a person is going 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Review how to read a graphic book (Read all words including  

those in bubbles from the top of the page to the bottom 

of the page). 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Since this is a nonfiction book, it contains many text features.  Flip through the book and jot down some 

text features that you notice.  As you are reading, jot down any more text features you notice.  When you 

are finished reading, describe which text feature was the most helpful to you in your reading today and 

why.  Be ready to share during our discussion. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What was this chapter about? 

What did you learn about the problem the Apollo 13 crew is facing? 

What text features did you find? 

 Which feature was the most helpful?  Why? 

Do you find a graphic novel easy or difficult to read?  Explain. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Apollo 13 Mission   Level: R ISBN: 9780736854764 Publisher: Capstone Press 

                   Day 2 (Ch. 2- 3) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 2:  Today we will read about how the Mission Control figured out a way to help the astronauts solve 

their problem.  The astronauts head back toward Earth and have to figure out how to survive until they 

get back.  Read to find out what the astronauts do. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V)  glitch (pg. 13) – an error, malfunction or problem in a machine 

      lunar (pg. 14)- having to do with the moon 

      ration (pg. 18)- a fixed amount of something during a shortage 

     jettison (pg. 23)- to throw off, discard, get rid of 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

We’ve talked about how this is a graphic text.  As you are reading today, decide how the graphics in these 

chapters were helpful to you.  How did they add to the text?  How did they provide additional 

information?  Be ready to share during our discussion. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these chapters about? 

What exactly was the problem on the Apollo 13 mission? 

 How was the problem solved? 

 Do you think this was the right solution?  Explain.  

How were the graphics helpful? 

 How did they add to the text? 

 How did they provide additional information? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: The Apollo 13 Mission   Level: R ISBN:  9780736854764 Publisher: Capstone Press 

                         Day 3 (Ch. 4- More About) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 3:  Today the astronauts reach Earth again.  We will also learn other details about the Apollo 13 

mission.  Read to find out how their landing goes. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V)  atmosphere (pg. 25) – the air surrounding the earth 

      dehydrated (pg. 29)- thirsty, not having enough water 

      resolution (pg. 29)- course of action decided upon 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers summarize the text by stating the most important information that happened throughout a 

book.  When you are finished reading today, I want you to jot down some of the important events that 

happened in the book.  We will work on putting these events into a summary during our discussion time. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What was this chapter about? 

How did the landing of the astronauts go? 

What did you think was interesting in the “More About Apollo 13” section? 

What events did you write down? 

 How can we put these events into a summary? 

 

 

 


