
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day One (Intro- Ch 1) 

             

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  This book is called Who Was Babe Ruth? by Joan Holub.  It is a biography about the 

baseball player named Babe Ruth.  It gives us details from his childhood all the way to his time playing 

Major League baseball.     

  

Day One:  Today you will meet Babe Ruth.  You will get an idea of who Babe was from the first chapter.  

In chapter 1, you will learn about Babe as a young boy.  Read to find out why he is called a wild little boy 

in that chapter.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) umpires (pg. 4)- people in a baseball game selected to rule on the  

plays of the game 

     seaport (pg. 9)- coastal city  

     reform school (pg. 11)- school where children who misbehave go;  

teachers there help teach kids how to behave     

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters/people they read about.  In the first chapter, you will learn a 

lot about Babe Ruth.  According to these pages, what made Babe Ruth unique?  Explain using details 

from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

How would you describe Babe Ruth? 

What made Babe Ruth unique? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

How would you describe Babe Ruth as a little boy?  Explain. 

 Was it a good idea for Babe’s parents to send him to the reform school?  Explain. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Two (Ch. 2) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Two:  Today you will read about how Babe is doing at the reform school.  One teacher named 

Brother Matthias gets Babe to start playing baseball.  Read to find out if Babe enjoys baseball.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) dormitories (pg. 13)- a room containing many beds 

     tailors (pg. 15)- people who make and mend clothes  

     southpaw (pg. 17)- left-handed     

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze how characters connect and relate to other characters.  Today you will read about 

Babe’s relationship with Brother Matthias.  At the end of the chapter, the author talks about how Babe 

considered Brother Matthias the greatest man he ever knew.  Based on what you read, infer why you 

think Babe said Brother Matthias was the greatest man he ever knew.  Support your answer with details 

from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

At first, how did Babe like the reform school? 

 Does your answer change to this question:  Was it a good idea for Babe’s parents to send him to  

the reform school?  Explain. 

What kind of a baseball player is Babe? 

What did you think of Brother Matthias? 

 Why did Babe say he was the greatest man Babe ever knew? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Three (Ch. 3) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Three:  Today you will read about how Babe starts to play for a Minor League team called the 

Baltimore Orioles.  Read to find out how he does in the first few months of the season.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) contract (pg. 22)- signed agreement between a player and a team 

     spring training (pg. 23)- training time in spring before the season  

starts 

     rookies (pg. 29)- first-year players     

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters as they read.  Today you will read about how Babe starts to 

get paid to play baseball.  After you finish reading, write down whether you think Babe deserves to get a 

high salary to play baseball.  Support your answer with details from the text.  Be ready to share during 

our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why did Babe decide to play for the Baltimore Orioles? 

How did Babe get his nickname? 

Did Babe deserve to get a high salary to play baseball? 

 What details did you use from the text? 

Why is the “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” song ironic? 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Four (Ch. 4) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Four:  Today you will read about how Babe is doing as a member of the Red Sox Major League 

Baseball team.  Read to find out how he does.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) curveball (pg. 34)- a type of pitch that curves 

     rare (pg. 35)- something that doesn’t happen very often 

     pennant (pg. 39)- awarded to the best baseball team  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attentions to events that happen in a character’s life to help them understand that character 

better.  In today’s reading, some great things will happen to Babe and some disappointing things will 

happen to Babe.  As you read, write down at least 2 disappointing things that happen to Babe and at least 

2 great things that happen to Babe.  Then answer this question:  How did the disappointments affect 

Babe’s playing?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What disappointing things happened to Babe? 

 How did the disappointments affect Babe’s playing? 

 How do disappointments affect you? 

What great things happened to Babe? 

 How did the great events affect Babe’s playing? 

 How do great events affect you? 

Which event do you think Babe would say was the best event?  Why? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Five (Ch. 5-6) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Five:  Today you will read about how Babe continues to do well for the Red Sox although he doesn’t 

always make wise decisions.  He is traded to the New York Yankees.  He starts off slow.  Read to find out 

if he starts to improve.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) scolded (pg. 46)- yelled at, reprimanded 

     scandal (pg. 51)- an action that damages your reputation (what people  

think of you) 

banned (pg. 51)- forbidden, not allowed 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences to better understand characters’ motives.  In today’s reading, Babe is traded to 

the New York Yankees.  Why do you think the Red Sox traded Babe?  Use details from the text to 

support your answer.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

How was Babe doing for the Red Sox? 

 What poor decisions was Babe making? 

Why did the Red Sox trade Babe? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

 Would you have traded Babe to another team?  Explain. 

How did Babe do for the New York Yankees? 

Why did people get excited about Babe? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Six (Ch. 7) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Six:  Today you will read about good decisions Babe makes and bad decisions Babe makes as he 

continues to get older.  Read to find out what some of those decisions are.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) slender (pg. 56)- thin, skinny 

     competitive (pg. 58)- wanted to win 

     bootleg (pg. 62)- illegal (context clues) 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers decide their opinion about characters.  Today you will read about different decisions Babe made 

as he became older.  Based on what you read, do you like the kind of person Babe was or do you dislike 

the kind of person Babe was?  Use details from the text to support your answer.  Be ready to share during 

our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What good decisions did Babe make? 

What poor decisions did Babe make? 

Do you like or dislike the kind of person Babe was? 

What details from the text did you use? 

Why didn’t Babe Ruth and Ty Cobb get along? 

How would you have responded to Ty Cobb’s teasing? Explain. 

What was life like in the 1920s? 

 Would you have like to live during that time?  Explain. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Seven (Ch. 8) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Seven:  Today you will read about how Babe struggles during the 1921 and 1922 baseball seasons.  

He continues to make poor choices.  Read to find out if Babe turns his life around for the 1923 season.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) astounding (pg. 70)- amazing, shocking 

    barnstorming (pg. 71)- playing games with teams that were not in the  

major league 

     suspended (pg. 73)- kicked off the team for a set number of games 

     adored (pg. 78)- cherished, deeply loved 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attentions to decisions that a character makes to help them understand that character 

better.  Based on what you read, answers this question:  Was Babe serious about changing for the 1923 

season?  Explain using details from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What were some of Babe’s bad decisions during the 1921 and 1922 seasons? 

On pg. 75, the New York mayor and Babe’s teammates told Babe that he had left them down. 

 Do you think Babe let the team down? 

 What details from the text support your answer? 

What kind of dad was Babe?  Explain. 

Was Babe serious about changing for the 1923 season? 

What details from the text did you use? 

Did Babe’s actions pay off?  Explain. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Eight (Ch. 9) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Eight:  Today you will read about ups and downs in Babe’s professional life and personal life.  Read 

to find out what some of these events were.        

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) overshadowed (pg. 89)- outshined, surpassed 

     luxurious (pg. 90)- expensive, comfortable 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze how characters connect and relate to other characters.  Although Babe continues to 

make some poor choices, fans still love him.  Why do you think the fans loved Babe so much?  Explain 

using details from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What disappointing things happened to Babe? 

 How did these events affect Babe’s playing? 

What great things happened to Babe? 

 How did these events affect Babe’s playing? 

Why did the fans love Babe so much? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

Would it be hard to be Babe’s friend? (ex:  Lou Gehrig on pg. 89)  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Babe Ruth?    Level: Q   ISBN: 978-0448455860 Publisher: Puffin Books 

Day Nine (Ch. 10) 

              

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Nine:  Today you will learn about the rest of Babe’s baseball career.  Read to find out about the end 

of his life.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V) gesture (pg. 96)- signal, motion 

     team manager (pg. 99)- person who makes decisions for a baseball  

team like which players should play and what positions they 

should play 

     legend (pg. 101)- star        

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze how characters connect and relate to other characters.  They also determine their 

opinion about a character.  At the end of the book, the author says Babe was a legend and “there will 

never be another Babe Ruth.”  Why do you think people still remember Babe Ruth today?  Explain using 

details from the text.  Also, what is your opinion of Babe?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What happened during Babe’s last few baseball seasons? 

How was Babe honored when he died? 

Summarize Babe’s life in one sentence. 

Why do people still remember Babe Ruth today? 

What details from the test did you use? 

What is your opinion of Babe?  Explain. 

Is Babe a positive or negative role model for kids today?  Explain. 

Why did this author choose to write a book about Babe Ruth? 


