
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  The Big Wave               Level:  Q                       ISBN:  978-006440171-5                 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)  

Day 1:   (Read to the bottom of page 11.) This is a story of contrasts between two friends who grew up in 

Japan long ago. The author skillfully shows the reader through the father of one of the boys, how sorrows and 

struggles help to shape character in a person, resulting in courage and a true appreciation for life.  

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  These Japanese people have much wisdom but have no 

knowledge of the one true God. There are references to angry gods of the earth and sea. 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Has anyone visited an ocean shore? What was the ocean like? 

 

      *New or important words (V)  terraced (p.3 -  nearly level strips of land with an abrupt drop off, a farming 

technique used on the sides of mountains), knoll (p.5 – small, rounded hill), sacred (p.6 – something or 

someone highly honored, usually religious in contexts), fathomless (p.7 – too deep to be measured), 

phosphorescent (p.8 – naturally gives off light like a firefly does), lacquered (p.10 – a shiny, protective 

coating) 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers exercise their ability to compare and contrast the two boys, finding at least two ways they have 

similarities and two ways they are different. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

Why was Jiya afraid of the ocean? 

What part of living in a fishing village long ago would you have liked? Why? 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Students share their discoveries of the similarities and differences of the two boys. Possible answers include, 

    fishing vs. farming, fearfulness vs. confidence,  both were the same age, poor, respectful, and loved to swim. 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write a response to Jiya’s description of the old ocean god on the bottom of page 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Day 2:  (Read to the middle of page 22.) Kino’s father explains how to live without the fear of death and Jiya’s 

father reminds the boys that when deciding which is best, farming or fishing, neither one is better than the other 

because both are necessary. Their understanding of the earth and sea was primitive, yet they had respect for the 

powers of natural forces. 

 

*New or important words: bean curd (p.14 – tofu), crust of the ocean’s bed (p. 15), zenith (p.16 – top), suave 

(p.17 – smooth), yielded (p.21 – give way to) 

 

*Suggested teaching point: Readers use the author’s descriptions to visualize what the big wave looked and 

sounded like.  Teacher may have access to YouTube to reinforce what the students may be visualizing. 

 

*Discuss the story: 

What caused the boiling rock under the earth’s crust to break through? (p.15, pressure of the steam) 

Did the parents try to reassure their children that everything would be fine? (middle of p.17) 

What did Kino’s father say makes people weak? (p.17) 

What was the red flag for? (p.18) 

Who survived the big wave? 

 

* Return to teaching point: Let’s find all the descriptions the author gave of the big wave. (“green and solid,” 

“hands and claws,” “fierce foam,” etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3: (Read to the bottom of page 33.) Kino’s father is not a trained therapist but he knows, perhaps from his 

own experiences, how to help Jiya process his grief. Kino’s father often said, “Life is stronger than death.” Kino 

and Setsu respected their father’s wisdom and didn’t try to hurry Jiya back to normal. 

 

*New or important words: threshold (p.31) 

 

*Suggested teaching point:  Readers search for key sentences packed with meaning. For example, which of the 

two following sentences is the most meaningful?  “I have a fine chicken for dinner.”  or “To live in the midst of 

danger is to know how good life is.” 

 

*Discuss the story:   

Was there anything Kino’s father said that didn’t make sense to you or that you didn’t agree with? 

 Kino’s father said, “To live in the midst of danger is to know how good life is.” On page 32 what were some of 

the things he reminded Kino were the good things? 

How is death like a birth? (p.p. 32, 33) 

 

*Return to teaching point: Let’s share some of the powerful statements that we found in this section we read 

today and also explain why we chose that particular statement. 

 

*Writing option: any of the questions could be answered in their journals and then discussed as time allows. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Day 4: (Finish the book.)  You’re in for a surprise today! Do you remember Old Gentleman? He came to 

Kino’s house to se Jiya. Also in today’s reading Kino shows deep respect for his father and has ready obedience 

even when he disagrees with his father’s decisions. At the end of this story happiness returns, a wedding takes 

place, and a good life continues to flourish. 

 

*New or important words: benefits (p.38 – advantages),  booty (p.47 – prize), musing (p.48), panel (p.56 – a 

wall that isn’t stationery) 

 

*Suggested teaching point: 

Readers make inferences about the true nature of Old Gentleman. Did your ideas of what he was like earlier in 

the book change or were they confirmed; especially on page 44? 

 

*Discuss the story: 

What caused Kino to feel “pure joy” for a moment? (p.43) 

How do you know Jiya made a good decision? (p.44) 

What caused Jiya to have happiness live in him? (p.45) 

Why did people once again build houses on the beach? (p.48) 

Jiya was clever. What did his new house have in it? (p.56) 

 

*Return to teaching point: 

Why did Jiya choose not to live in the beautiful castle with Old Gentleman? 

 

*Writing option: the question above could be answered in their journals. 

 

 

 


