
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Spiderwick Chronicles #1 The Field Guide ______Level:__Q_____ISBN:____Publisher:_________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 1:  Chapter 1 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared Grace’s parents have recently gotten a divorce.  Jared, his brother, Simon, sister, Mallory, and his mother 

are moving into an old house that belongs in the family.  Read to find out about our characters and their new 

home.   

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) garish (pg.2)  indeterminate (pg.4)  crevices (pg.4)  chandelier (pg.5)                         

tentative (pg.11)    

 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers will make inferences while they read and use the details from the story to visualize what they are 

reading. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 What inferences did you make Jared?  

 Describe our other characters and any inferences you made about them in this first chapter.   

 Why is Jared and his family moving? 

 What do you think Jared is feeling right now?  What clues helped you make that inference?   

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

This chapter had excellent details.  Draw a scene that you visualized from the chapter and write a short 

paragraph about what you drew and why.   

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Spiderwick Chronicles #1 The Field Guide ______Level:__Q_____ISBN:____Publisher:_________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 2:  Chapter 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared, Mallory, and Simon are woken up in the night by a strange scratching sound.  They decide to investigate 

where it is coming from and what is making the noise.  While investigating, Jared stumbles onto something very 

interesting.   Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) eerier (17)  Knickknacks (22)  demented (24)  skeptically (25)     

erratically (28)  chute (25) 

 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why do you think Simons’ mother let him bring ALL of his “pets”?   

 Why was Mallory not worried about putting a hole in the wall in order to catch the “squirrel”?   

 What did the kids find behind the wall? 

 Where do you think Jared could be?   

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What new inferences did you make about the characters while you read today?  What clues helped you make 

those inferences?  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Spiderwick Chronicles #1 The Field Guide ______Level:__Q_____ISBN:____Publisher:_________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 3:  Chapters 3-4 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared finds a secret room at the top of the dumbwaiter chaft.  While in this room, Jared will notice some strange 

things happening.  The next morning Jared will use something he found in the room to uncover a hidden object.  

Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  torso (34)   dismay (45)  profusion (48)   satchel (52) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Cursive writing (pg. 34)  -poem 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

God readers use their inferences to help make predictions.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 Describe the room Jared found at the top of the dumbwaiter chaft.   

 What did Jared find in the room that interested him? 

 What happened to Mallory when she woke up in the morning? 

 Using clues from the poem, what did Jared find? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Based on what you have read thus far, make a prediction about what will happen next in our story.  Why do you 

think that?   

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Spiderwick Chronicles #1 The Field Guide ______Level:__Q_____ISBN:____Publisher:_________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 4:  Chapter 5 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared cannot stop reading the book he found about faeires.  He decides to try and collect evidence of their 

existence.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  parries (59)  skeevy (65)  malicious (71)  apothecary (72)   liberally (72) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*Notice the breaks throughout the chapter.  They will be indicated with little symbols.  The chapter is jumping 

to a new time or topic.   

*Italics pg. 71  -Reading from the Book 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 Why do you think Jared’s mom ESPECIALLY didn’t want him playing in the attic? 

 What is a boggart? 

 How does Jared plan to get “evidence” of thg boggart.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What inferences did you make while reading today?  What clues help you make those inferences? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Spiderwick Chronicles #1 The Field Guide ______Level:__Q_____ISBN:____Publisher:_________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 5:  Chapter 6 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jared and the family wake up to an unpleasant scene in the kitchen in which Jared is blamed…again.  Read to 

find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) manipulating (82)  luminous (83)  soliloquy (83)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why do you think Jared’s mom is blaming him for everything?   

 Explain what happened in the kitchen overnight.  

 What did Jared find/notice when taking out the garbage? 

 What do you think Jared should do with the boggart nest?  Why? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

Have you ever been blamed for something you didn’t do?  How did it make you feel?  How do you think Jared 

is feeling right now?   

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Spiderwick Chronicles #1 The Field Guide ______Level:__Q_____ISBN:____Publisher:_________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 6:  Chapter 7 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Jared comes up with a plan to hopefully cheer up the boggart so he will stop doing terrible things around the 

house.  Will the plan work?  Can he convince Simon and Mallory to help him?  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  poised (91)   den(94)  sconce (98) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers make inferences while they read.   

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What is Jared’s plan to hopefully cheer up the boggart? 

 Who was Arthur Spiderwick? 

 How did Mallory get into the secret library with the boys?   

 What did the little man warn the dis about? 

 Did the kids’ birdhouse plan work?  How do you know?   

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

If you were the kids, would you burn the book like the little man instructed?  Why or why not?   


