
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Ray Charles        Level:  Q                  ISBN:  978-158430018-2                   Publisher: Lee & Low Books 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  This book can be covered in two days. Read to the end of the page that tells of 

his mother’s death on the first day. (There are no page numbers in this book.) 

*Summarize plot (M) Is it true that only a few lucky people become rich and famous? Not in the case of 

Ray Charles, an African American who was born into a very poor family in 1931. Even though Ray Charles had 

many extreme difficulties, he also had a mama who believed he could succeed in following his dreams. Ray 

became blind as a young child and at age seven he was moved to a city that had a school for the blind.  

  

*Discuss pictures (M) The charcoal wash illustration style adds to the sense of gritty poverty as well as the 

time period in which there was no media in color. 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Do you know anyone who had a lot of hardship to overcome instead 

of feeling sorry for him or herself? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) discrimination (on the introductory page) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) There are no page numbers, but the illustrations can help readers find 

a page the leader is referencing. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers notice how the author switches back and forth between Ray’s young childhood and his school days and 

then with his adulthood. Readers will look for the sentences that help transition from one time period to another. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Why did Ray Charles have to do chores if he was blind? (Inference) 

If Ray had tried to get even with the kids who tricked him into running into a pole, would he have become 

famous later? (Synthesis) 

Why did Ray have to spend six days in a school hospital? 

Why didn’t Ray just give up dreaming when he had no home and no money? (Inference) 

 

Take turns sharing one of the transition sentences between his childhood and adulthood. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Write about how you felt when the children at the blind school tricked Ray. Explain your stated emotion. 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

Day 2 

 

*Plot Summary:  Leader may want to play a YouTube of Ray Charles’s jazz music. 

Hardships continued for the sad, talented, and blind young man. But as his fame preceded him, his amazing 

successes will follow. 

 

*New or important words: nightclub; union; hit record; alto sax; soulfully rich 

 

*Teaching Point:  The last half of the book was written in sequential order. Think of the main events versus the 

details.  For example, a main idea is stated in the sentence, “Ray can do almost anything he likes.” A detail is 

found in the sentence, “He can take apart and reassemble a television.” 

 

*Discuss the story: 

What was Ray Charles’s goal in life? 

How did having this goal help him when he literally had nothing to eat? 

What was something Ray could not do after he had tried? (See page with car illustration.) 

Name one of Ray’s costly bad decisions. (He made a record which went against a musician union’s rules and he 

was heavily fined.) 

What was the reason Ray Charles dropped his last name? (He didn’t want to be confused with Sugar Ray 

Robinson.) 

Should Ray Charles have driven a car? 

 

*Return to teaching point: Take turns sharing a main event sentence and a detail sentence. 

 

*Writing option: After reading the last page write why you think people loved Ray’s music. 


