
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mae Jemison  Level: Q  ISBN: 978-1572558014  Publisher: MONDO 

                Day One (Introduction- Phase 2)  

Pgs. 5-23 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  This book is a biography called Mae Jemison by Sonia W. Black.  It gives 

information about the childhood and young adult years of Mae Jemison’s life.  It also tells about the 

process she went through to become the first African American woman in space.  Let’s read the 

Introduction together (pgs. 5-8) 

 

Day One:  Today you will meet Mae Jemison.  You will read about how she wanted to be an astronaut 

from the time she was a little girl.  You will read about her years in school.  Read to find out what kind of 

student Mae was.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) career (pg. 11)- a person’s job 

     biomedical engineering (pg. 16)- applying engineering techniques to   

problems in medicine and biology 

     choreographer (pg. 17)- someone who figures out the steps of a dance  

     malnutrition (pg. 23)- lack of good food 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attention to details as they read.  Today you will read about Mae as a child and young adult.  

Write down several facts you learn about Mae during this time.  Be ready to share during our discussion 

time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What facts did you learn about Mae? 

 How was Mae as a student? 

 What else was Mae good at? 

Shouldn’t teachers encourage students to pursue their dreams?  What happened with Mae? (pgs.  11-12) 

How was Mae’s family helpful to her as she pursued her dreams? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mae Jemison  Level: Q  ISBN: 978-1572558014  Publisher: MONDO 

Day Two (Phase 3-4, including pictures) 

Pgs. 24-41 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Two:  Today Mae will start working as a doctor.  She finally feels ready to apply to NASA.  Read to 

find out if she is accepted.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) admittance (pg. 37)- acceptance 

     suspended (pg. 39)- stopped 

     indefinitely (pg. 39)- an unlimited amount of time 

     qualified (pg. 40)- having the right qualities and accomplishments  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters as they read.  In today’s reading, you will learn more about 

all the activities Mae is involved in and what kind of person she is.  What words would you use to 

describe Mae?  Explain using details from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Which of Mae’s adventures seems most interesting to you?  Why? 

What words would you use to describe Mae? 

What text details did you use? 

How would Mae describe herself? 

Which pictures from pages 29-36 were the most interesting to you?  Why? 
 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mae Jemison  Level: Q  ISBN: 978-1572558014  Publisher: MONDO 

Day Three (Phase 5) 

Pgs. 42-50 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Three:  Today you will read about Mae’s year-long training program to become an astronaut.  Read 

to find out what she had to do.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) humbly (pg. 43)- not proud or cocky 

     admirers (pg. 43)- people who respect you 

     gravity (pg. 44)- the force of attraction by which things fall toward the  

center of the earth (context clues) 

     grueling (pg. 46)- very tough and demanding 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters as they read.  Based on what you have read so far in this 

book, what pieces of advice do you think Mae would say to young people today?  Explain using details 

from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

How did Mae make history by becoming an astronaut? 

What did you think about the training Mae had to go through? 

Does this sound like something that would interest you?  Explain. 

If you were Mae, how would you be feeling to be finally going up into space? 

Would the Challenger explosion worry you at all? 

What pieces of advice do you think Mae would give to young people today?   

What text details did you use? 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mae Jemison  Level: Q  ISBN: 978-1572558014  Publisher: MONDO 

Day Four (Phase 6-7) 

Pgs. 51-64 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Four:  Today Mae will travel into space and back.  Read to find out what she is involved with today.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) iridescent (pg. 53)- displaying a spectrum of colors that shimmer 

     conducting (pg. 55)- performing 

     motion sickness (pg. 56)- feeling of nausea or dizziness experienced  

      when a person is in motion in car, plane, space shuttle, etc. 

     resigned (pg. 61)- to give up a position 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters as they read.  Today you will finish this biography.  As you 

finish reading, answer this question:  How do you think Mae Jemison would want to be remembered?  

Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What kind of things did Mae do onboard the Endeavour? 

 What sounds interesting to you?  Why? 

What has Mae done since she went into space? 

How would Mae want to be remembered?  Why?   

Would you want to meet Mae?  Explain. 


